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ce Ere the bat hath flown 
« His cloiſter'd flight; ere to black Hecate's ſummonsg 
« The ſhard-born beetle, with his drowfy hutfis, 
* Hath rung night's yawning peal, there hall be done 
A deed of dreadful note,” 
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I is proper to mentioii that fonie of the 


Bittle Poems inſerted in the following Pages 
have appeared, by'permiffiow of the Author, 
in the GAZETTEER, | 
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has your Grx«ce's approbation, e 
AS - '- min 1 


L . 


fuſe the opportunity now - offered 


me of addreſſing you, by praiſe, 
E which it would be preſumption i in 
| me to offer, ald which it is td 
privilege of your GRACE's merits 


to diſdain. 


Rather let me rejoice that the at- 
tention given in the. following Pages . 
to the cauſe of morality, has gue: | 
you to overlook the weakneſs of my 
endeavours to ſupport it ; and that 
the name of a Lap * whoſe virtues 
honour her rank, as much as her 
accompliſhments: adorn it, ſanctions. 


this work to thoſe who mi icht other- 
= za 5 - wiſe 


Nile 
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wiſe doubt the tendency of a modern 


Romance. 


I have the honour to be, 
8 with the moſt ref pectful deference, 
your GRAcx's much obliged 
and obedient 
humble Servant, 


ANN RAPCLIFFE; 
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CHAPTER 1. 


« 1 am 2 man, 
« 80 weary with diſaſters, tugg'd with kanune, 
That I would ſet my life on any chance, | 


6 *Y {wa it, or be rid on't.?? A 


n Jon. 
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* on the heart, it freezes yp the ſouree of 


_ * every warm and liberal feeling; it is an | 


enemy alike to virtue and to taſte— % 


* iran and that | it angibilates. The | 
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er time may come, my friend, Rs death 


ce ſhall diflolve the ſinews of Avarice, 
* and Juſtice be permitted to reſume 


“her rights.” 
such were the words of the Advocate 


Nemours to Pierre de la Motte, as the 


latter ſtept at midnight into the carriage 
which was to bear him far from Paris, 


from his creditors and the perſecution of 


the laws. De la Motte thanked him for 


this laſt inſtance of his kindneſs, the aſ- 


fiſtance he had given him in eſcape, | 


75 and, when the carriage drove away, ut- 
| tered a fad adieu! The gloom of the 


hour, and the peculiar emergency of his 
circumſtances, ſunk him in filent re- 


ö verie. IL : : e * 1 4 * 


Whoever has wares 0580 de Pitaval, 
ths moſt faithful of thoſe writers who re- 


vord the proceedings in the Parliamen- 


tary Courts of Paris, during the ſeven- 


tteenth century, muſt ſurely remember 
the firiking! ory of Pierre de la Motte, 


and the ee =” de Montalt: 
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let all ſuch, therefore; be informed; that 

the perſon here introduced to their notice 

was that individual Pierre de la Motte. 

As Madame de la Motte leaned from 

| the coach window, and gave a laſt look 

to the walls of Paris Paris, the ſcene of 
her former happineſs, and the reſidence 

of many dear friends the fortitude, 
which had till now ſupported her, yielded 

to the force of grief. Farewell all l 

fighed ſhe, this laſt look — and we are 

« ſeparated for ever!” Tears followed 

her words, and, ſinking back, ſhe re- 
ſigned herſelf to the ſtillneſs of ſorrow. 
The recollection of former times preſſed 
heavily upon her heart: a few months A 
before, and ſhe was ſurrounded by friends, 14 
fortune, and conſequence ; now, ſhe wass 
deprived of all, a miſerable exile from 
ber native place, without home, without 

comfort almoſt without hope. It was 

not the leaſt of her afflictions that ſhehad 
been obliged to quit Paris without bid - 
| ding adieu to her * ſon, who was now | 


7 
on duty vim bis — 
and ſuch had been the precipitancy of 
this removal, that had ſhe even known 
where he was ſtationed, the had no time 
to inform him of it, or of the alteration 
in his father's eireumſtances. 

Pierre de la Motte was a gentleman, 
Geſdended from an ancient houſe of 
Prance. He was a man whoſe paſſions 
õſten overcame his neaſon, and, for a time, 
mleneed his conſcienee; but, though the 
image of virtue, which Nature had im- 
preſſed upon his heart, was ſometimes 
obſcured by the paſſing influence of vice, 
it was never wholly obliterated. With 
'Krength of mind ſufficient to have with- 
Food temptation, he would have been a 
good man; as it was, he was always a 
weak, and ſometimes a vicious member 

of ſociety: yet his mind was active, and 
His imagination vivid, which, co-opera- 
ring with the force of paſſion, often daz- 
led his judgment and ſubdued prin- 
ciple. Thus has nun infirm in 


**, Toy . 


. V 1 4 Re 


77777 


u 


purpoſe and viſionary in virtue: in 4 


word, his conduct was ſ uggeſted by feel - 
ing, rather than principle; and his vir- 
tue, ſuch as it was, could not dand m 
preſſure of occaſion. | 
Farly in liſe he hed manitd Garden 
Valentia, a beautiful and elegant wo- 


man, attached to her family and beloved 


by them. Her birth was equal, her for- 
tune ſuperior. to his; and their nuptials 


had been celebrated under the auſpices 


of an approving and flattering world. 
Her heart was devoted to La Motte, and, 
for ſome time, ſhe found in him an af- 


fectionate huſband; but, allured by the 


gaieties of Paris, he was ſoon devoted to 
its luxuries, and in a few years his for- 
tune and affection were equally loft an 


diſſipation. A falſe pride had Kill ope- 


rated againſt his intereſt, and withheld 


him from honourable retreat While it was 
yet in his power: the habits which 


he had acquired, enchained him to tbe 


ſcene of his ones pleaſure; and thus 
| LS 6. he 
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be: had butions an expenſive ſtile of 
life till the means of prolonging it were 

"exhauſted. He at length awoke from 
this lethargy of ſecurity; but it was only 

to plunge into new error, and to attempt 
ſchemes for thereparation of his fortune, 
which ſerved to ſink him deeper in de- 
ſtruction. The conſequence of a tranſ- 
action, in which he thus engaged, now 
drove him, with the ſmall wreck of his 

Property, into e _ Oe 
nious exile. IE inn 
It was his deſign to puſs into one of 
pa Southern Provinces, and there ſeek, 
near the borders of the kingdom, an 

_caſylum in ſome obſcure village. His 
family confiſted of his wife; and two 
faithful domeſtics, a man and woman, 

who followed the fortunes of their 
mater. inn M4 ; 
The ads was dark ay as, 

1 gang at about the diſtance of three 
leagues from Paris, Peter, who nowacted | 
as eee * drove for ſome time 

To. & A over 


15 , 
over a wild heath where many ways 
croſſed, ſtopped, and acquainted De la 
Motte with his perplexity. The ſudde n 
ſtopping of the carriage rouſed the latter 
from his reverie, and filled the whole 
party with the terror of purſuit ; he was 
unable to ſupply the neceſſary direction, 
and the extreme darkneſs make it dan- 
gerous to proceed without one. During 
this period of diſtreſs, a light was per- 
ceived at ſome diſtance, and aſter much 
doubt and heſitation, La Motte, in the 
hope of obtaining aſſiſtance, alighted 
and advanced towards it; he procceded 
| flowly, from the fear of unknown pits. 
The light iſſued from the window of a 


| ſmall and ancient houſe, which flood = 


alone on the heath, at the diffagce of 
half a mile. 

_ Having reached the door, he dated 
| for ſomemoments, liſtening in apprehen- 
ſive anxiety no ſound was heard but 
that of the wind, which ſwept in hollow 


age over the waſte, At length he ven- 
15 _ faves ] 
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tured to knock, and, Aung tec! 
me time, during which he indiſtinctly 
Heard ſeveral voices in eonverſation, 
ſome one within inquired what he 
wanted? La Motte anſwered, that he 
was a traveller who had loſt his way, and 
deſired to be directed to the neareſt town. 
4 That, ſaid the perſon, is ſeven 
de miles off, and the road bad enough, 
«even if you could ſee it; if you only 
- «© want a bed, you 25 have it _ 
and had better ſtay.” bs 
The © pitileſs pelting” of the W 
| di at this time, beat with increaſing 
fury upon La Motte, inclined bim to 
give up the attempt of proceeding far- 
ther till day-light ; but, deſirous of ſee- 
ing the perſon with whom he converſed, 
before he ventured to expoſe his family -- 
by calling up the carriage, he aſked to 
be admitted. The door was now opened 
by a tall figure with a light, who invited 
La Motte to. enter. He followed the | 
ann. a Yer into a room al- 


8 1 1. . molſt | 


% 


\noſtunſurniſhed, i in one corner af wich J 
a bed was ſpread upon the floor. The 
ſorlorn and deſolate aſpect of this apart- 
ment made La Motte ſhrink ipvolyg- 
tarily, and he was turning to go aut 
when the man ſuddenly puſhed him 
back, and he heard the door locked 
opon bim: his heart failed, yet he made 
a deſperate, though vain, effort to ſarce 
the door, and called loudly for releaſe. 
No anſwer was returned; but he diſtin- 
guiſhed the voices of men in the room 
above, and, not doubting but their inten- 
tion was to rob and murder him, his agita- 
_ tion, at firſt, nearly overcame his reaſan. 
Bs the light of ſome almoſt - expiring en 
bers, he perceived a window, but the 
hope which this diſcovery revived, was 
quickly loſt, when he found the aperture 
guarded by ſtrong iron bars. Such pre- 
Paration for ſecurity ſurprized him, and 
confirmed his worſt apprehenſions.— 
Alone, unarmed—beyond:the chance f 
alauce, he ſaw bimielf in the power 
Gi 1} W 


100 th 
tf people, whoſe trade was apparently 
rapine [murder their meaus ! — After 
: "revolving every poſſibility of eſcape, he 
-endeavoured to await the event with for- 
'titude; but La Motte could boaſt 15 no 
uch virtue. | 
Te voices had ceaſed, and all re- 
mained ſtill for a quarter of an hour, 
when, between the pauſes of the wind, 
he thought he diſtinguiſhed the ſobs and 
moaning of a female; he liſtened atten- 
tively and became confirmed in his con- 
jecture; it was too evidently the accent 
of diſtreſs. At this conviction, the re 
mains of his courage forſook him and a 
terrible ſurmiſe darted, with the rapidity” 
"of lightning, croſs his brain. It was pro- 
bable that his carriage had been diſco- 
vered by the people of the houſe, who, 
with a defign of plunder, had ſecured 
hiůs fervai, and brought hither Madame 
de la Motte. He was the more inclined 
to believe this, by the ſtillneſs which had, 


for ſome time, reigned 3 in the houſe, pre- 
EE | - vious 


; 97 9 
vious to the ſounds he now heard. or 
it was poſſible that the inhabitants were 
not robbers, but perſons to whom he had 
been betrayed by his friend or ſervant, 
and who were appointed to deliver him 
into the hands of juſtice. Vet he hardly 
| dared to doubt the integrity of his friend, 
who had been entruſted with the ſecret of 
bis flight and the plan of his route, and 
had procured him the carriage in which 
he bad eſcaped. Such depravity,” 
- exclaimed La Motte, cannot ſurely 
* exiſt in human nature; much leſs in 
the heart of Nemours!“ N 
This ejaculation was inferropted by a 
. noiſe in the paſſage leading to the room: 
it approached—the door was unlocked 
and the man who had admitted La Motte 
into the houſe entered, leading, or u- 
ther forcibly dragging along, a beautiful 
girl, who appeared to be about eighteen. 
Her features were bathed in tears, and 
the ſeemed to ſuffer the utmoſt diſtreſs. 


The man faſtened the lock and put the YT 
key 1 


4 v 2 — 2 6 
N - 
: : . 7 AS 
= nad ” . «© Lt 
—— rr ̃ , . R 6 1 * 
* A N Lag 8 * n Mes * 
64 n N i N ” 4 I WES 6 OY 1 2 1 * ” ** * W * * 9 9 * 2 7 T 
4 ba g * q . 5 2 tt de bn 1 a 6 
” { . * = > N — , a 
+] 8 ne, 2%; ' * 


Rs xn 
i in his pocket. He then Te OY) 
to La Matte, who had before obſerved 


other perſons in the paſſage, and point- 


< wholly in our power,” faid he, “no 
* affiftance can reach you: if you wiſh 
to ſave your life, ſwear that you will 
_ © convey this girl where I may never 
e fee. her more; or rather conſrnt to 
Le take her with you, for your cath I 


< world not believe, and I can take 
« care you ſhall not find me again 


I Auſvver quiekiy, yaw have no time to 


e Joſe.” 


Ie now feind the trembling hand of 


4 thegit, who ſhrank aghaſt with terror, 
and buried Her towards Ja Motte, 
bom ſurprize Kill kept filent. She 
dun at his fect, and with ſupplicating 
lopes, that ſtreamned with tears, implored 
Sin to bave pity on her. Notwithſtand- 
ing bis pꝛeſent agitation, he found it im- 


poſſible o contemplate the beauty and 
fic of — before him with i! in- 


* difference. 
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a i youth, . her apparent 
innocence— the artleſs energy of her 
manner forcibly aſſailed his heart, and 
he was going to ſpeak, when the ruffian, 
who miſtook the ſilence of aſtoniſhment 
for that of heſitation, prevented him. 
] have a horſe ready to take you ſram 
hence, ſaid he, and 1 will direct 
4 you over the heath. If you return 
« within an hour you die: aſter then, 
« yon are at Liberty to cams here whey 
* yqu pleaſes”... 

La Motte, without anſwering, nie 
the lovely girl from the floor, and was 
 ſomuchrelieved from his o/ appreheny 
ſions, that he had leiſurę to attempt dif- 
ſipating her s. ( Let us be gone,” ſaid 
the ruffian, and have no more of this 
« nonſenſe ; you may think yourſelf well 
« off it's no worſe. Tl go auen Abe: 
| ce horſe ready. * 

The laſt words rouſed La Motte, 
and perplexed him with new fears 
be Gd to mention his carriage, | 
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left it might tempt the banditti to 
plunder; and to depart on horſeback 


with this man might produce a conſe- 


tence yet more to be dreaded. Ma- 
dame La Motte, wearied with appre- 


| Henfion; would, probably; fend for her 


huſband to the houſe, when all the 


former danger would be incurred, with 


the additional evil of being ſeparated 


| from his family, and the chance of being 


detectet by the emiſfaries of juſtice in 
endeavouring to recover them. As theſe 


reflections paſſed over his mind in tu- 
multuous rapidity, a noiſe was again 
heard in the paſfage, an uproarand ſcuffle 


enſued, and in the ſame moment he 
could diſtin guiſh the voice of his ſervant, 
who had been ſent by Madame La 


Motte i in ſearch of him. Being now de- 


termined to diſcloſe what could not long 


be concealed, he exclaimed aloud, that 


a horſe was hnnctefliry;” that he had a 


0 carriage at ſome dia: which would 


£5 Siet 1 1925 N 
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Ea 
convey: them from the heath, the man, 
who was ſeized, being his ſervant. 

The ruffian, ſpeaking through the 
door, bid him be patient awhile, and he 
ſhould hear more from bim. La Motte 
now turned his eyes upon his unfortu- 
nate companion, who, pale and ex- 
hauſted, leaned for ſupport againſt the . 
wall. Her features, which were delicately, 
beautiful, had gained from diſtreſs an ex- 
preſſion of captivating ſ weet nets; ſhe had 


| | bo An e ey e, = . 
« As when the blue ſky e eel a dend 2 
« Of pureſt VIS gl 


A habit of grey Eh s "wh ſhort 
ſlaſhed. ſleeves, | | ſhewed, but did not 
adorn, her figure: : it was thrown open 
at the boſom, . upon which, part of her 
hair had fallen in diſorder, while the 
light veil haſtily thrown on, had, in her 

| confuſion, been ſuffered to. fall back. 
Every moment of farther obſervation 
Wa the ſurprize of La Motte, N 
1 l and | 


Shot JO 
intereſted bim more warmly } in her fa- 
vour. Such elegance and apparent 1 
fifiement, contraſted with the deſolation 
of the houſe, and the favage manners of 
its inhabitants, Yeetned to Him like a ro- 
mance of imagination, rather than an oc- 
currence of real Hfe. He endeavoured to 
comfort her, and His ſenſe of compaſſion 
was too fincers to be miſunderſtood; 
Her terror gradually fabfided into grati- 
fade aud grief. © Ah, Sit!” ſaid the, 

Heaven has ſent you to my relief, and 
will ſurely reward you for your pro- 
« tection: I have no friend in the 
| « world, if J do not find one in you. 
La Motte aſſured het of his kindneſs, 
when he was interrupted by the entrance 
of me rufflan. He defired to be con- 
ducked to his family. „ All in go 
«time,” replied the latter; „1 have 
taken care of one of them, and will 
[> of you, n pleaſe St. Peter; ſo be com- 
_ 4forted,”” Theſe comfortable words re- 
need the terror of La Motte, who 


w; . now 


— 
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note earneſtly begged to know if his fas 
mily were ſafe. * 0 as fot that maf- 
« ter they are fafe enough, and you will 
« be with them preſently ; but don't 
© ſtand partying here all night; Db you 
« chufe to go. or ſtay? you know the 
t conditions.” They now bound the 
t eyes of La Motte and of the young 
lady, whom terror had hitherto kept 
filent,” aud then placing them on two 
horſes, a man mounted Behind each; 
and they immediately galloped E 
They had proceeded in this way near. 
half an Nb: when La Motte entreated 
to know whither he was going ; ow You! - 
will Know that by ard bye,” faid the 
rufflan, © fo be at peace. Finding in- 
terrogatories uſeleſs, La Motte reſumed 
flenlcæ till the Horfes ſtopt. His con- 
ductör then hallobed, and being ans 
fvered by voices at fome diſtance, iu a 
few moments the ſbund of cartiage | 
wheels was heard, and, preſently after, | 
tle worey ofa mandiredting Peter which | 


way 
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way to drive. As the carriage ap- 
proached, La Motte called, and, to his 
3 Joys was ee N his 
wife. . c * 
30 "Tay are now © dams FP venir 
10 of the heath, and may go which way. 
& you: will,” ſaid the ruffian; * if you 
< return within an hour, you will be 
< welcomed. by ,a- brace of | bullets,” 
This was a IF; unneceſſary caution to 


The Vong ſtran er fighed ee 
Me entered the carriage; and the ruffians, 
having beſtowed upon Peter ſome direc- 
tions and more threats, waited to ſee him 
diye off. They did not wait long. 
Ia Motte. immediately gave. a ſhort f 
relation of what had paſſed at the houſa, 5 
including an account of the manner in 
which the young Rranger had been i in- a 
troduced to him. Durin gthis narrative, 
her deep co nvulſive ſighs frequently 
drew the attention of Madame La Motte, 
vhol © com poſing became gradually in- 
| 0 tereſted, 


5 . 


8 F 
tereſted in her behalf, and who now - 
endeavoured to tranquillize her ſpirits. 
The unhappy girl anſwered her kindneſs 
in artleſs and fimple expreſſions, and then 
relapſed into tears and ſilence. Madame 
forbore for the preſent to aſk any queſ- 
tions that might lead to a diſcovery of 
her connections, or ſeem to require an 
explanation of the late adventure, which 
now furniſhing her with a new ſubje& of 
reflection, the ſenſe of her own misfor- 
tunes preſſed leſs heavily upon her mind. 
The diſtreſs even of La Motte was for a 
while ſuſpended; he ruminated on the 
late ſcene, and it appeared like a viſion, N 
or one of thoſe extravagant fictions that 
ſometimes are exhibited in romance: 
he could reduce it to no principle of 
probability, or render it comprehenſible | 
by any endeavour to analize it. The 
preſent charge, and the chance of future 
trouble brought upon him by this adven- | 
ture, occaſioned ſome diſſatisfaction; 
but the beauty and ſeeming innocence 
Vor. I. „ of 
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_ ferings to admit of converſation. . 


maler her, and thought er N 
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of Adeline, united with the pleadings of 
Humanity i in her favour, and he deter- 
mined to protect N 

The tu mult of emotions 3 had 
| paſſe in, the boſom of Adeline began 
now to ſabſide; terror was ſoſtened into 
anxiety, and deſpair into grief. The 
ſympathy ſo evident in the manners of 
her companions, particularly in thoſe of 
Madame La Motte, ſoothed her heart, 
and encouraged- her to. hays for better 
days. " 

- Diſmally hy flently the: hah el 
on; for the minds of the travellers were 
too much occupied by their ſeveral ſuf- 
The 
dawn, ſo anxiouſly watched for, at length 


appeared, and introduced, the ſtrangers 


more fully to each other. Adeline de- 
reed comfort 08 the looks of cee ? 


ſoldom ſeen a countenance ſo intereſting, 


or a form ſo Ariking. Fakes 


doe 


VS 


— threw a: melancholy grace upon; 
her features; that appealed immediately | 
to the heart and there was a penctratingi 


ſweetneſs inc her blue, eyes, which indi- 


cated an intelligent and amiable mind. 
La Motte nom looked anxiouſly from: 


the coach window that he might judge 
bol his ſituation, and obſerve whether he 


vras followed. : The obſcurity of the 
dawn confined his vie vs, but no perſon; 
appenred. The ſun at length tinte the 
caſtern clouds, and the tops of the higheſt! 
hills, and ſoon after burſt in full ſplen- 
daur on the ſcene. The terrors of LA 
Motte hegan io ſubſide, and tlie grief 

of Adeline to ſoften. . They entered upon 


a lane confined by high banks, and over- 


arched by trees, on whoſe: branches ap- 


peared the firſt green buds of ſpring 


glittering witty dews. The freſh breeze 


of- the anorning animated; the ſpirits d 
| Addine) whofe mind was delicately ſf᷑n- 


ſible tocthe beauties of nature; As the? 
| "IP Aflowery- luxuriance 06-0089 
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turf, and the tender green of the trees, 
or caught, between the opening banks, 


an glimpſe of the varied landſcape, rich 
with wood, and fading into blue and 


diſtant eee. her heart expanded 


in momentary joy. With Adeline the 
charms of external nature were height - 


ened by thoſe of novelty; ſhe: had ſel- 
dom ſeen the grandeur of an extenfive 


proſpect, or the maguificence of a wide 


horizon and not often the pictureſque 
beauties of more confined ſcenery.” Her 
mind had not loſt, by long oppreſſion, 1 
that elaftic:energy, which reſiſts calami- 


tys elſe however ſuſdeptible might have 


nature would no longer: have charmed 
her thus eaſily e even to temporary e. 
poſe. TE ty: Rs EA An 633} 551 
The road, at un ths wound deva be. 
Ade of a hill, and La Motte, again took+0 


ing anxiouſly from the window; ſaw be. 


fore him an open champaign country, 
through which the roads; -wholly unthels:” 
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tered from obſervation, extended almoft 


in a direct line. The danger of theſe 
* circumſtances alarmed him, for his flight 
might, without difficulty, be traced for 
many leagues from the hills he was now 
deſcending. Of the firſt peaſant that 
paſſed, he inquired for a road among 
the hills, but heard of none. La Motte 
now ſunk into his former terrors. Ma- 
dame, notwithſtanding her own appre- 
henſions, endeavoured to re- aſſure him, 
but, finding her efforts ineffectual, ſhe 
alſo retired to the contemplation of her 
misfortunes. Often, as they went on 
did La Matte look back upon the coun- 
try they had paſſed, and often did imagi- 
nation ſuggeſt to him the ſound of diſ- 
tant purſ uiii. 

. Thetravellers n to breakfaſt i in a 
en where the road was at length ob- 
ſcured by woods, and La Motte's ſpirits 
again revived. - Adeline appeared more 
tranquil than ſhe had yet been, and La 


B3 the 


Notte now-aſked for an explanation of- 


thought delicious. Adeline endeavour- 


the ſeehe he bad witneſſed on the pro- 
cedirig night. The inquity fenewed all 
her diſtreſs, and with tears ſhe-entreated 
for the preſent to be ſpared on the ſubject. 

La Motte preſſed it no farther, but he ab- 
ſervetl that for the greater part of the day 
ſhe ſeemed to remember it in melancholy 


and dejection. They now travelled 


among the hills, and were, therefore, in 
leſs danger of obſervation; but La 
Motte aveided the great towns, ani 
ſtopped in obſcure ones no longer than 
to refreſh the horſes. About two hours 
aſter noon, the road wound into a deep 
valley, watered by a rivulet, and over- 


hung with wood. > La Motte called to 


Peter, and ordered him to drive to a 


thickly embowered ſpot, that appeared 


on the left. Here he alighted with his 
family, and Peter having ſpread the 
proviſions on the turf, they ſeated them 
ſelves, and partoak of a repaſt, which 
in other nee have been 


ed 


SH! I UE EIA ARG I EI Ss, 


. 2 | 
ed + to file, but the languor of grief was 


now heightened by indiſpoſition. The 


violent agitation of mind, and fatigue of 


body, which ſhe had ſuffered for the laſt 


twenty-four hours, had overpowered her 

ſtrength, and, when La Motte led her 
back to the carriage, her whole frame 
trembled with illneſs; but the uttered no 


complaint, and, having long obſerved 


the dejection of her companions, ſhe 
made a feeble effort to enliven them. 
They continued to travel roaſt 
the day without any accident or inter- 
ruption, and, about three hours after ſun- 
ſet, arrived at Monville, a ſmall town, 


where La Motte determined to paſs the 
night. Repoſe was, indeed, neceſſary 


to the whole party, whoſe pale and 'hag- 
gard looks, as they alighted from the 


carriage, were but too obvious to paſs 


unobſerved by the people of the inn. 
As ſoon as beds could be prepared, Ade- 
line withdrew to her chamber, accom- | 855 
n by Madame La Motte, whoſe 
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concern ſor the fair ſtranger made her 


| , exert every effort to ſooth and conſole 

her. Adeline wept in filence, and taking 
the hand of Madame, preſſed it to her 
boſom. Theſe were not merely tears of 
grief—they were mingled. with thoſe 
which flow from the grateful heart, when, 


unexpectedly it meets with ſympathy. 


Madame La Motte underſtood them. 
After ſome momentary ſilence, ſhe re- 


| newed ther aſſurances of kindneſs, and 


entreated Adeline to confide in her 
friendſhip ; ; but ſhe carefully avoided 
any mention .of the ſubject, which had 
before ſo much affected her, Adeline, 
at length, found words to expreſs her 
ſenſe of this goodneſs, which ſhe did in 


a manner ſo natural and fincere, that 


Madame, finding herſelf much affected, 
took leave of her for the night. 
In the morning, La Motte roſe at an 


early hour, impatient to be gone. Every 


thing was prepared for his departure, 


| and the breakfaſt had been waiting fome 
time, 


—— 
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time, but Adeline did not appear. Ma- 
dame La Motte went to her chamber, and 
found her ſunk in a diſturbed ſlumber. 
Her breathing was ſhort and irregular— 
ſhe frequently ſtarted, or fighed, and 
ſometimes ſhe muttered an incoherent 
ſentence. While Madame gazed with 
concern upon her languid countenance, 
ſhe awoke, and, looking up, gave her 
hand to Madame La Motte, who found 


it burning with fever. She had paſſed a 


reſtleſs night, and, as ſhe now attempt- 
ed to riſe, her head, which beat with in- 
tenſe pain, grew giddy, her An A- 
ed, and ſhe ſunk back. 
Madame was much alarmed; lung at 
once convinced that it was impoſſible ſhe 
could travel, and that a delay might 
prove fatal to her huſband. She went to 


inform him of the truth, and his diſtreſs 


may be more eaſily imagined than de- 


ſcribed. He ſaw all the inconvenienceand' 


danger of delay, yet he could not ſo far 
diveſt himſelf of humanity, as to aban- 
| 55 5 don 
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don Adeline to the care, errathen to the 
neglect of ſtrangers. He ſent immedi- 
ately for a phyſician, who Pronounced 
her to be in a high fever, and ſaid, a re- 
moral in her preſent ſtate mult be fatal. 
La Motte now determined to wait the 
event, and endeavoured to calm the 
_ tranſports of terror, which, at times, aſ- 
| Kailed him. In the mean While, he 
took ſuch precautions as his ſituation 
admitted of, paſſing the greater part of 
the day out of the village, i in a ſpot from 
whence he had a VIEW-- of the road for 
ſome diſtance; yet to be expoſed to de- 
ſtruction by the illneſs of a girl, whom 
he did not know, and who had actually 
been forced upon him, was a misfortune, 
io which La Motte had not philoſophy 
| «enough to ſubmit with compoſure. it 
Adeline's fever continued to increaſe 
+ Aa the whole day, and at night, when 
the phyſician took his leave; he told La 
Notte the event would very ſoon be de- 
cided. La Motte received this hint of 
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her danger with real concern. The beauty 
and innocence of Adeline had overcome 

the diſadvantageous circumſtances un- 
der which ſhe had been introduced to 
him, and he now gave leſs conſideration 
to the inconvenience ſhe might hereafter 
occaſion him, than to the hope of her 
recovery. | 
Madame La Motte watched over her 
with tender anxiety, and obſerved, with 
admira ion, her patient ſweetneſs and 
mild reſignation. Adeline amply re- 
paid her, though ſhe thought ſhe could 
not. Young as I am,” ſhe would 
ſay, © anddeſerted by thoſe upon whom 
„I have a claim for protection, 1 can 
1 remember no connection to make me 
« regret life ſo much, as that I hoped 
* to form with you. If [ live, my con- 
duct will beſt expreſs my ſenſe of your | 
c goodneſs; ame are but t feeble war : 
«© monies.” 
The ſweetneſs of dei manners fs nch . 
attracted Madame La Motte, that ſhe | 
ms e watched \. 
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3 the criſis of her diſorder, with a 


ſolicitude which precluded every other 
intereſt. Adeline paſſed a very diſtur- 


bed night, and, when the phyſician ap- 


peared in the morning, he gave orders 
that ſhe ſhould be indulged with what- 
ever ſhe liked, and anſwered the inquirics 
of La Motte with a frankneſs that left 
him nothing to hope. 

In the mean time, his patient, after 
drinking profuſely of ſome mild liquids, 
fell aſleep, in which ſhe continued for ſe- 
veral hours, and ſo profound was her re- 
Poſe, that her breath alone gave ſign of 


exiſtence. She awoke free from fever, and 


with no other diſorder than weakneſs, 
which, in a, few days, ſhe overcame ſo 
well, as ta be able to ſet out with La 
Motte for B——, a village out of the 
great road, which he thought it prudent. 


| to quit. There they paſſed the following | 
night, and early the next morning com- 


menced their umz upon a wild and 
woody 
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woody tract of country. They ſtopped ' 
about · noon at a ſolitary village, where 
they took refreſhments, and obtained 
directions for paſſing the vaſt foreſt of 
Fontanville, upon the borders of which 
they now were. La Motte wiſhed at firſt 
to take a guide, but he apprehended 
more evil from the diſcloſure he might 
make of bis route, than he hoped for 
benefit from aſſiſtance in the wilds of 
this uncultivated tract. 

La Motte now deſigned to paſs on by 
Lyons, where he could either ſeek con- 
cealment in its neighbourhood, or em- 
bark on the Rhone for Geneva, ſhould 
the emergency of his circumſtances here- 
after require, him to. leave France. It 
was about twelve o'clock at noon, and he 
was deſirous to haſten forward, that he 
might paſs the foreſt of Fontanville, and 
reach the town on. its oppoſite borders, 
before night-fall. Having depoſited a a 
freſh ſtock of Proviſions i in the carriage, | 

: — 
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and received ſuch directions as were ne- 
ceſſary concerning the roads, they again 
ſet forward, and in a ſhort time entered 
upon the foreſt. It was now the latter 
end of April, and the weather was re- 
markably temperate and fine. The 
balmy freſhneſs of the air, which breath- 
ed the firſt pure eſſence of vegetation, 
and the gentle warmth of the ſun, whoſe 
beams vivified every hue of nature, and 
opened every floweret of ſpring, revived 
Adeline, and inſpired her with life and 
health. As ſhe inhaled the breeze, her 
ſtrength feemed to return, and, as her 
eyes wandered through the romantic 

glades that opened into the foreft, her 
Heart was gladdened with complacent 
delight: but when from theſe objects 
ſhe turned her regard upon Monſieur and 
| Madame La Motte, to whoſe tender at- 
tentions ſhe owed her life, and in whoſe 
looks ſhe now read eſteem and kindneſs, 


NE Y lowed with ſweet affections, 
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and ſhe experienced a force of ä 
which. might be called ſublime, | 
For the remainder of the day they con- 
tinued: to travel, without ſeeing a hut, or 
meeting a human being, It was now 
near ſun-ſet, and the proſpect being 
cloſed-on all fides by the foreſt, La Motte 
began to have apprehenſions that his 
ſervant had miſtaken the way. The 
road, if a road it could be called, which 
afforded only a flight track upon the 
graſs, was ſometimes over run by luxu- 
riant vegetation, and ſometimes obſcured 
by the deep ſhades, and Peter at length 
ſtopped, uncertain of the way. La Motte, 
who dreaded heing benighted in a ſcene 
ſo wild and ſolitary. as this foreſt, and 
whoſe apprehenſions of banditti were 
very ſanguine, ordered him to proceed 
at any rate, and, if he found no track, 
to endeayour to gain a more open part 
of the foreſt. With theſe orders, Peter 


again ſet forwards, but having proceeded il 


ſome way, and his views being ſtill con- 
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ſined by woody glades and foreſt walks, 
he began to deſpair of extricating him- 
ſelf, and ſtopped for farther orders. The 


ſun was now ſet; but, as La Motte looked 
anxiouſly from-the window, he obſerved 


upon the vivid glow of the weſtern ho- 


rizon, ſome dark towers riſing from 
among the trees at a little diſtance, and 


ordered Peter to drive towards them. 
ce If they belong to a monaſtery,” ſaid 
he, „we may probably gain admittance 


ba for the night.” 


The carriage drove das nels the 


ſhade of © melancholy boughs,” through 
which the evening twilight, which yet 
coloured the air, diffuſed a ſolemnity that 
vibrated in thrilling ſenſations upon the 
bearts of the travellers. Expectation 


kept them ſilent. The preſent ſcene 
recalled to Adeline a remembrance of 
the late terrific eircumſtances, and her 


mind reſponded but too eaſily to the 


apprehenfion of new misfortunes. La 
e ee ee (53 3115 ne 
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Motte alighted at the foot of a green 
knoll, where the trees again opening to 
light, permitted a nearer, though imper- 
fect, view of the edifice. 
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« What awful ſilence ! How theſe antique towers, 
And vacant courts, chill the ſuſpended foul ! 
« Till expectation wears the face of fear; 
% And fear, half ready to become devotion, 
Mutters a kind of mental oriſon, 
It knows not wherefore. What a kind of being 
Ko 1s circumſtance! 2 
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Hz E approached, and perceived the 
Gothic remains of an abbey: it ſtood | 
ona kind of rude lawn, overſhadowed by 

a high and ſpreading trees, which ſeemed 
coeval with the building, and diffuſed a 

romantic gloom around. The greater 

part of the pile appeared to be ſinking 

into ruins, and that, which had withſtood 
the ravages of time, ſhewed the remain- 

| Ing | teatures of the fabric more awful in 

9 decay. The loſty battlements, thickly 
enwreathed with ivy, were half demoliſh- 


ed, 
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| ed, and become the reſidence of birds of 

prey. Huge fragments of the eaſtern 
tower, which was almoſt demoliſhed, lay 
ſcatteredamid the high graſs, that waved 
ſlowly to the breeze. © The thiſtle 
„ ſhook its lonely head; the moſs whiſ- 
„ tled to the wind.” A Gothic gate, 
richly ornamented with fret-work, which 
opened into the main body of the edi- 
fice, but which was now obſtructed with 
bruſh- wood, remained entire. Above 
the vaſt and magnificent portal of this 
gate aroſe a window of the ſame order, 
whoſe pointed-arches ſtill exhibited frag- 
ments of ſtained glaſs, once the pride of 
-monkith devotion. - La Motte, thinking 
it poſſible it might yet ſhelter ſome hu · 
man being, advanced to: the gate and 
lifted | a mafly knocker. The hollow 
ſounds rung through the emptineſs of the 
place. After waiting a few minutes, he 
forced back the gate, which was heavy 
with iron Work, FORE en harſhly on 
its _ [4 — 5 t 


He entered what appeared to have 
been the chapel of the abbey, where the 
hymn of devotion had once been raiſed, 
and the tear of penitence had once been 
ſhed; ſounds, which could now only be 
. recalled by imagination—tears of pent- 
tence, which had been long ſince fixed 
in fate. La Motte pauſed a moment, 
for he felt a ſenſation of ſublimity riſing 
into terror a ſuſpenſion of mingled aſto- 
-niſhment and awe ! He ſurveyed the 
vaſtneſs of the place, and as he contem- 
plated its ruins, fancy bore him back to 
paſt ages. And theſe walls,“ ſaid he, 
c vybere once ſuperſtition lurked, and 
*, auſterity anticipated an earthly purga- 
12 tory, now tremble over the mortal re- 
mains of the beiggs who reared them 
The deepening gloom reminded. La 
Motte that he had no time to loſe; but 
cCurioſity prompted him to explore far» 
ther, and he obeyed the impulſe. As he 
walked over the broken pavement, the 
ſaund of his ſteps ran in echocs chte | 
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the place, and ſemed like the myſterious 
accents of the dead, reproving the ſacri- 
legious mortal who * us (dared to —_— 


* 


their precincts. 1 & G | 
From this 3 Jus paſſed tin 4. 


nave of the great church, of which one 
window, more perfect than the reſt, 
opened upon a long viſta of the foreſt, 
through. Which Was ſeen the rich colours 
ing of evening, melting by imperceptible 
grallations into the ſolemn grey of upper 
air. Dark hills, whoſe outline appeared 
diſtinct upon the vivid glow of the ho- 
rizon, cloſed the perſpective. Several 
of the pillars, which had once ſupported 
the roof, remained the proud effigies of 
ſinking greatneſs, and ſeemed to nod at 
every murmur of the blaſt over the frag- 
ments of: thoſe that had fallen a little 
before them. La Motte ſighed. The 
compariſon between himſelf and the gra- 
dation of decay, which theſe columns 
jar rae was but too obvious and af- 
> * A few years,” ſaid he, «and. 
Ft. ih : « J thall 


I . J 
Pc thall become! like, the mortals-on- 
« whole: reliques L now gaze, and, like 
<1 them too, I may be the ſuliject of me- 
« ditation to a ſucceeding; -gdneration;; 
<4,-which ſhalk-tetfer- but a little while 
ef the object they conteraplate, eder | 
ec they alſo/ fink into the duſt,” . 
Retiring from this ſcene, he walked 
through the cloiſters, till a-ddor,: which 
communicated with a Jaſty part of the 
building, attracted his! curioſity: :: He 
opened this and perceived, acroſs the 
foot of a ſtair· caſe, another door; 
hut now, partly checked by fear, and 
partly by the recollection of the ſurprixe 
tis family might feel in his abſence; he 
returned with haſty ſteps to his carriage, 
having waſted ſume of the precious mo- 
ments even re apt uw no infor- 
mation. 4011 910190 
Some flight nter ein 
Motte's inquiries, and a gentral diret- 
tion to Peter to drive carefully on; and 


look for a road, 9 anxiety! 
Th ft} >. £0 TIN CS would 
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| would permit him to utter. The night 
| ſhade fell thick around, which, deepened, 
by the gloom of the foreſt, ſoon rendered 
it, dangerous to proceed. peter ſtopped, 
but La Motte, perfiſting in his firſt de- 
termination, ordered him to go on. Pe- 
ter ventured to remonſtrate, Madame La 
Motte entreated, but La Motte repro- 
vedkeneonnnandetl, and at length re- 
pented ; e hind. wheel riſing upon 
the ſlump. anne tree, which the dark- 
neſs. had prevented Peter from obſerving, 
the cnrriage was in an inſtant overturned. 
Ihe party, as may. he ſuppaſed, were 
much terrified, but no one was materially. 
hurt, and having diſengaged themſelves 
from their perilous ſituation, La Motte 
and Peter endeavoured to raiſe the car -- 
riage. Ahe extent of this misfortune, | 
was, now. diſcoyexed, for they Pet: 
ceived that the wheel; was broke. Their 
diſtreſs was reaſonably great, for not only. 
was the coach diſabled from. proceedings. | | 
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from the cold dews of the night, it being 
impoſſible to preſerve it in an upright 
ſituation. After a few moments filence, 
La — propoſed that they mould 

to the ruins they had Juſt 
| gutes, which lay at a very ſhört diſ- 
Giles; and paſs the night in the moſt ha- 
bitable part of them; that, when morn- 


: ing dawned, Peter ſhould take one of 


the coach horſes, and endeuvbür to find 
a road anda town, from whendè aſſiſtance 
could be procured for repairing the car- 
riage. | This propoſal was oppoſed by 
e La Motte, who ſhuddered at 

of paſſing ſo many hours in dark. 
neſs in à place ſd forlorn as the monaſ- | 
tery. Teber, hi ch ſhe neither endea- 
youred to examine, or combat, over- 
came her, and ſhe told La Matte ſhe had 
rather remain expoſed” to the unwhole- 


ſomeè dews of night; than entounter the 
deſolation of the ruins. La Motte had 


at firſt felt an equal reluclafice to return 


40 wowed Een N ſubdued his own 


exten ceelings, 
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tal ns, he reſolved not to U to thoſe 
of his wife. SOA; 
The horſes being now ciſamied 
from the carriage; the party moved to- 
wards the edifice. As' they proceeded, 
Peter, who followed them, ſtraek a light, 
and they entered the ruins by the flame 
of ſticks; which he had collected. The 
partial gleams thrown' acroſs the fabric; 
ſeemed to make its deſolation more o. 
lemn, while the 6bſcarity of the greater 
part of the pile heightenod its ſublimity, 
and led fancy on to* ſbenes of horror; 
Adeline, who had hitherto remained 
ent, nom uttered an exclamatiom - 
mingled admiratinm arid fear. A kind 
of pleaſing dread thrilled her baſom, and 
filled all her ſoul. Tears ſtarted to ner 
eyes: — ſhe wiſhed, yet feared, 10 gero? 
ſhe hung upon the arm af La Motte, 
and looked at him with a 15780 of heft- . 
tating interrogation»: - 11 
He opened the dorioſ e hall 
* they entered: its extent Was loſtria 
dor. J. C gloom. 
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| gloom. | e Let us ſtay here,“ ſaid Ma- 
dame de la Motte, I will go no far- 
ther.“ La Motte pointed to the bro- 
ken roof, and was praceeding, when he 
was interrupted by an uncommon noiſe, 
-which paſſed along the hall. They were 
all filent—it was the ſilence of terror. 
Madame La Motte ſpoke firſt.“ Let | 
g us;quit this ſpot,” ſaid ſhe, any evil | 
is preferable to the feekng which now 

oppreſſes me. Tet jus. retire inſtantly.” 
The ſtillneſs had for ſome time remained 
_ undiſturbed, and La Motte, aſhamed of 
the fear he had involuntarily betrayed, 
no thought it neceſſary to affect a bold- 
neſs, which he did not feel. He, there- 
Fore, ' oppoſed ridicule to the terror, of 
Madame, and infiſted upon: proceeding, 


o Thus compelled to acquieſce, the tra- - 


verſed. the hall with trembling ſteps. £ 


| They came to a narrow paſſage, and WW 
Peter? 8 sticks — 8 W * 
th 
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= The almoſt expiring light flaſhed 
W faintly upon the walls of the paſſage, 
& ſhewing the receſs more horrible. Acroſs 
W the hall, the greater part of which was 
W concealed in ſhadow, the feeble ray 
| ſpread a tremulous gleam, exhibiting the 
chaſm in the roof, while many nameleſs 
objects were ſeen imperfectly through 
the duſk. Adeline, with a ſmile, inquired 
of La Motte, if he believed in ſpirits. 
The queſtion was ilI-timed, for the pre- 
ſent ſcene imprefled its terrors upon La 
Motte, and, in ſpite of endeavour, he 
ſelt a ſuperſtitious dread ſtealing upon 
him. He was now, perhaps, ſtanding 
over the aſhes of the dead. If fpirits 
were ever permitted to reviſit the earth, 
this ſeemed the hour and the place moſt 
| ſuitable for their appearance. La Mottte 
; remained ſilent. Adeline ſaid, Were 
( inclined to ſuperſtition She was in- 
| I terrupted by a return of the noiſe, which 
had been lately heard: it founded down. 
25 the paſſage, at whoſe entrance they ſtood, 
74 = Wa and 


22 
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and ſunk gradually away. Every. heart 
palpitated, and they remained liſtening 
in filence. A new ſubje& of apprehen- 
fion ſeized La Motte :—the noiſe might 
proceed from banditti, and he'hefitated 
whether it would be ſafe to proceed. 
Peter now came with the light: Ma- 
dame refuſed to enter the paſſage—La 
Motte was not much inclined to it; but 
Peter, in whom curioſity was more pre- 
valent than fear, readily offered his ſer- 
vices. La Motte, after ſome heſitation, 
ſuffered him to go, while he awaited at 
the entrance the reſult of the inquiry. 
The extent of the paſſage ſoon concealed 
Peter from view, and the echoes of his 
| footſteps were loſt in a ſound, which 
ruſhed along the avenpe, and beeame 
= fainter and fainter, till it ſunk mtofilence. 
4 La Motte now called aloud to Peter, 
| but no anſwer was returned; at length, 
they heard the ſound. of a diſtant foot- 
üLLelep. and Peter ſoon after appeared, 
- j--- —— and pale with fear. 
[ EE ra 4 bl | When 
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"When he came within hearing of Ls 
Notte, he called out, An' pleaſe your 
& honour, I've done for them, I believe; 
« but F've had a hard bout. I thought 
« ] was fighting with the devil.” — 

« What are.you peaking of ?” ſaid La 
Motte. 

„They were nothing but owls * 
rooks after all, continued Peter; but 


the light brought them all about my 
bars, and they made ſuch a confounded 


.clapping with their wings, that I thought 
at firſt I had been beſet with a legion 
of devils. | But I have drove them all 
out, en and you have n to 
fear now. | : 

The latter part of the Gta inti- 
9 a ſuſpicion of his courage, La 
Motte could have diſpenſed with, and, 


do retrieve in ſome degree his reputation, 
he made a point of proceeding through: 


the paſſage. They now moved on with 
3 . as $ Eeter ſaid, they had . 
0 82 7 _ "Ihe 


A 
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The paſſage led into a large area, on 
one fide of which, over a range of cloiſ- 
ters, appeared the weſt tower, and a 
lofty part of the edifice; the other fide 
was open to the woods. La Motte led 
the way to a door of the tower, which 
he now perceived was the ſame he had 
formerly entered ; but he found ſome 
difficulty in advancing, for the area-was | 
- overgrown with brambles and nettles, | 
.andthelight, which Peter carried, afford- 
ed onlyan uncertain gleam. Whenhe un- 
cloſed the door, the diſmal aſpect of the 
place revived the apprehenſions of Ma- 
dame La Motte, and extorted from Ade- 
line an inquiry whither they were going. 
Peter held up the light to ſhew the nar- 
row ſtaircaſe that wound round the tower; 
but La Motte, obſerving the ſecond 
door, drew back the ruſty bolts, and en- 
tered a ſpacious apartment, which, from 
its ſtyle and condition, was evidently of 
a much later date than the other part of 
ide ſtructure: thou 5 deſolate and for- 

lorn, 


* 


5 nn — — & | nad 


* 
* 
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| Torn, it was very little impaired by time; 


the walls were damp, but not decayed; 
and the glaſs Was * firm 1 in the win- 


dows. 
They dad on to a ſuite of apart- 


; ments reſembling the firſt they had ſeen, 


and expreſſed their ſurpriſe at the in- 


UW congruous appearance of this. part of the 


edifice with the mouldering walls they 
had left behind. Theſe apartments con- 


ducted them to a winding paſſage, that 


received light and air through narrow | 
eavities, placed high in the wall; and 
was at length cloſed by a door barred 
with iron, which being with ſome dif- 


ficulty opened, they entered a vaulted | 


room. La Motte ſurveyed it with a ſcru- 
tinizing eye, and endeavoured to conjec- 
ture for what purpoſe it had been 
guarded by a door of ſuch ſtrength; but 


he faw little within to aſſiſt his curioſity. 


The room appeared to have been built 
in modern times upon a Gothic plan. 


Adeline approached a large window that 


Cz formed 
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formed a kind of receſs raiſed by one 
ſtep over the level of the floor; ſhe ob- 
ſerved to La Motte that the whole floor 
was inlaid with Moſaic work ; which 
drew from him a remark, that the ſtyle 
of this apartment was not ſtrictly Go- 
hic. He paſſed on to a door, which 
appeared on the oppoſite fide of the 
apartment, and, unlocking it, found 
Hirmſelf in the great hall, by which = 
| Had entered the fabric. 03 uh 

ile now perceived, what the icon 
Bad before concealed, a ſpiral fiaircaſe 

nien led to a gallery aboye3 and which, 
fror its preſent condition, feemed' to 
Meer been built with the more modern 
Part of the fabric, though this alfs Af. 
Fected the Gothic mode of archite tuts: 
La Matte had little doubt that theſe flairs 

| Held to apartments, correſponding with 
hole he had paſſed blow, and hefitated 
Whether to explore them; but the en- 
treaties of Madame, who v8 much fa. 
tigued, provailed with him to defer all 
ö farther 
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farther examination. After ſome delibe- 
ration, in which of the rooms they ſhould 
paſs the night, they determined to return 
to that which opened from the tower: 
A fire was kindled on a hearth, which 

it is probable had not for many years be- 
= fore afforded the warmth of hoſpitality; 
and Peter having ſpread the proviſion he 
had brought from the coach, La Motte 
and his family, encircling the fire, par- 
took of a repaſt, which hunger and fa- 
tigue made delicious. Apprebenſion 
gradually gave way to confidence, for 
they now found themſelves in ſome- 
thing like a human habitation, and they 
had leiſure to laugh at their late ter- 
rors; but, as the blaſt ſhook the doors, 
Adeline oſten ſtarted, and threw a 
fearful glance around. They conti- _ 
nued to laugh and talk cheerfully for a 
time; yet their merriment was tranſient, 

if not affected, for a ſenſe of their pecu- 
lar and diſtreſſed circumſtances preſſed 


EL >. 
upon their recollection, and funk each 
individual into languor and penſive 
filence. Adeline felt the forlornneſs of 
her condition with energy; ſhe reflected 
upon the paſt with aſtoniſhment, and 
anticipated the future with fear. She 
found herſelf wholly dependent upon 
_ ſtrangers, with no other claim than what f 
diſtreſs demands from the com mon ſym- 
* of kindred beings ; fighs ſwelled 
er heart, and the frequent tear ftarted 
to her eye; but ſhe checked it, ere it 
betrayed on her cheek the ſorrow, 
which ſhe thought it would be e 
ful to reveal. 
La Motte, at length, broke this me- 
Adee filence, by directing the fire to 
be renewed for the night, and the door i 
to be ſecured: this ſeemed a neceſſary 
precaution, even in this ſolitude; and 
was effected by means of large ſtones 
piled againſt it, for other faſtening there 
was none. It had frequently occurred to 
La Motte, that this apparently forſaken, 
5 | I _ edifice 


Y 1 

e diſice might be a place of refuge to 
5 banditti. Here was ſolitude to conceal 
W them; and a wild and extenſive foreſt 
5 to aſſiſt their ſchemes of rapine, and to 
perplex, with its labyrinths, thoſe who 
might be bold enough to attempt pur- 
= fait. Theſe apprehenſions, however, he 
hid within his own boſom, ſaving his 


companions from a ſhare of the uneaſi 


neſs they oecaſioned. Peter was ordered 

do watch at the door, and, having-given 
the fire a rouſing ſtir, our deſolate party 

drew round it, and ſought in —_— a 
| ſhort oblivion of care. 

The night paſſed on without! Ailtür⸗ 
ance. Adeline ſlept, but uneaſy dreams 
fleeted before her fancy, and ſhe awoke 
, at an early hour: the recollection of her 
forrows aroſe upon her mind, and yield- 
ing to their preſſure, her tears flowed 
flently and faſt. That ſhe might in- 


dulge ihem withoutreſtraint,ſhewent tio 


a window that looked upon an open part 


of the foreſt ; all was gloom and filence; 
1 a 
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* doo for cos tie We 1 . 
Wy ſcene... TIN 
- The Grit dender tink of 3 now 
- appbared.- on the verge of the horizon, 
Genling upon the darkneb go pure, {0 
fine; ſo etherial l it ſeemed as if. Heaven 
_ was opening to the view. Phe dark 
miſts were ſeen to roll off ta the weſt; as 
the tins of licht grew: Gronger, deepen- 
ing the obſourity/ of that, part of the he- 
.miſphere, and involviug the features, of 
the country below; 'meanwhile, in the 
eaſt, the hues became more vivid, dart- 
ing a trembling luſtre far around, till a 
xuddy glow, which: flredall- that part of 
theHeayens, announced the rifing ſun; 
Atc-Anft, a ſmall line of inconceivable 
; ſplendour emerged on thehorizon, which 
quickly expanding, the fan appearéd in 
All bis glery, naveiling the whole face of 
nature, i vivifying every colour of the 
landfcape; and fprinkling the dewy cart 
with glittering light. The low and. gen⸗ 
die reſpobſes of an awakened by the 
1 8 morning 


3.2 = Py. #: 5 — — 

N - 0 — Pp = — 
. — IEIY — . . . 8 py „ — = . — — — 
— ——ñ— — — — — ** hs — , n -= 
A 2 os Nos | eo — — — — 
— ” — — — - — — _ e _ . FS - ay 
* K —— gy * = _ — — 
7 * ; a — 


T — gp 


— i 
— — — 


— — * * — 
„ „„ 
4 ) 


1 ů — 
i 


* 
1 
Fl 
| 
Wt 
} 
l 
is 
4h 
LY 
' 
05 
4 
14 
. 


" i” > 


Lon 
* a+ 


"7 
* 
; 
P 
1 
; 
# 
* 
E 
4 
% 
"7 
" 


— 2004 <9; \ 
* —— — © vhs 4 - 
— * — — gt ae.o rms as — TY . 228988 . 
rays — ———ĩ—- — . - » Sw 5 = 4 
K ³ĩÜ52 . Cr ER 
OI 


n 1] 
morning ray, now broke the ſtlenoe of 
the hour; their ſoft warbling riſing by 
degrees till they ſwelled the chorus. of 
univerſal gladneſs. Adeline's heart ſwel- 
led too with gratitude and adoration. - 
iT he ſcene before her ſoothed her 
| mind, and exalted her thoughts to the 
great Auhor. of Nature; ſhe uttered an 
involuntary prayer: Father of good, 
& who 1 made this glori 1048; ſcene 1 J re- 
<< fign myſelf to thy bands; thou wilt 


ce ſupport me under my ꝓreſent ſarrows, 
6 and protect. me from future evil.“ 


Thus confiding i in the benevolence of . 
God, ſhe wiped the tears ſrom her eyes, 
while the (wget, union of conſcience and 
reflection rewarded her truſt; and her 
mind, loſing the feelings which had 
lately rer it, n n n 
fanpenen 

La obe FIN: — * ja" 
- Devon Prepared to ſet out on his expe+ 
dition. As he mounted his horſe, * An 
K. pleaſe vou, Maſter, ſaid he, 
.& & think we had as good look no farther 
Ee « 
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* for an habitation till better times turtr 
* up; for nobody will think of looking 
* for us here; and when one ſees the 
place by day-light, its none ſo bad, 

* but what a little patching up would 
make it comfortable enough.” La 
Motte made no reply, but he thought of 

Peter's words. During the intervals of 
the night, when anxiety had kept hint 

_ waking, the ſame idea had occurred to 
him; concealment was his only ſecurity, 
and this place afforded it. The deſolation 
of the ſpot was repulſive to his wiſhes ; 
but he had only a choice of evils—a fo- 

reſt with liberty was not a bad home for 
one who had too-much'reafon to expect 
a priſon. As he walked through the 

| apartments, and examined their condis_ 

tion more attentively, he perceived they 

might eaſily be made habitable; and 
now ſurveying them under the cheer- 
ſulneſs of morning, his deſign ſtrength- 
ened ; and he muſed upon the means of 
accompliſhing it, 'which nothing ſeemed 


_ — > - * — 
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ſo much to obſtruct as the apparent diſ- 
ficulty of procuring food. 
| He communicated his thoughts to 
Madame La Motte, who felt repug- 
nance to the ſcheme. La Motte, how- 
ever, ſeldom conſulted his wife till he 
had determined how to act; and he had 
already reſolved to be guided in this af- 
fair by the report of Peter. If he could 
diſcover a town in the neighbourhood 
of the foreſt, where proviſions and other 
neceſſaries could be procured, he would 
- ſeek no farther for a place of reſt. _ 
In the mean time, he ſpent the anxious 

e, of Peter's abſence in examining 
the ruin, and walking over the environs; 
they were ſweetly romantic, and the luxu- 

riant woods, with which they abounded, 
ſeemed to ſequeſter this ſpot from the 
Teſt of the world. Frequently a natural 


viſta would yield a view of the country, 


terminated by hills, which, retiring in 


diſtance, faded into the blue horizon. KA 


ſtream, various and muſical 3 in its courſe, 
, | . | : wound 


1 @& 7 
wound at the foot of the lawn, on whicks 
ſtood the abbey; here it ſilently glided: 
beneath the ſhades, feeding the flowers 
that bloomed on its banks, and diffuſing 
dewy freſhneſs around; there it ſpread in 
broad expanſe to-day, refſecting the ſyl- 
van ſcene, and the wild deer that-taſted 
its waves. La Motte obſerved every 
where a profuſion of game; the phea- 
fants ſcarcely fle from his approach, 
and the deer gazed mildly: at him as he 
paffed. They were ſtrangers to man! 
On bis return to the abbey, La 
Motte afcended the ſtairs that led to the 
tower. About half way up, a door ap- 
1 peared i in'the wall; it yielded, without re- 
iftance, to his hand; but aſndden noiſe 
within, accompanied by a cloud of duſt, 
made him ſtep back and cloſe the Ser. 
After waiting a few minutes, he again 
opened it, and perceived a large room 
of the more modern building. The re- 
mains of tapeſtry hung in tatters upon 
1 N Which were become the reſi- 

„ dence 
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dence of birds of prey, whoſe ſudden 
flight on the opening of the door had 
brought down a quantity of duſt, and 
occaſioned the noiſe. The windows were 
ſhattered, and almoſt without glaſs; but 
he was ſurpriſed to obſerve ſome remains 
of furniture ; chairs, whoſe faſhion and 
condition bore the date of their antiqui- 
ty; a broken table, and an iron ß 
almoſt conſumed by ruſt. 1 
On the oppoſite ſide of the room _— 
a door, which led to. another apartment, 
proportioned like the firſt, but hung 
with - arras ſomewhat leſs tattered. , ap... - i 
one corner ſtood a ſmall beditead, and 3 | 
few, ſhattered chairs were. placed. round 
| the walls. La Motte gazed with a mix- 
ture of wonder and curiofity ;' © I 
“e ftrange,” ſaid he, that theſe rooms, 
5 and theſe alone, ſhould bear the marks 
0 of inhabitation: perhaps, ſame wretehy 
«ed wanderer, like my ſelf, mah habe 
& here ſought refuge from a perſecuting | 
Fc, ada and here, n laid down 
0 * the 


f & } 
* the load of exiſtence : perhaps, foo; 
have followed his footſteps, but to 
* mingle. my duſt with his!“ He 
turned ſuddenly, and was about to quit 
the room, when he perceived a door 
near the bed; it opened into æ cloſet, 
which was lighted by one ſmall win- 
dow, and was in the ſame condition as the 
apartments he had paſſed, except that it 
was deſtitute even of the remains of fur= 
niture. As he walked over the floor, he 
thought he felt one part of it ſhake be- 
neath His ſteps; and examining, found a 
trap door. Curioſity prompted him to 
explore farther, and with ſome difficulty 
| he opened it: It diſcloſed a ſtair-cafe 
which terminated in darknefs. La Motte 
deſcended a few ſteps, but was unwil- 
Hng to truſt the abyſs; and, after won- 
dering for what purpoſe it was ſo fſe- 
tretly conſtructed, he cloſed the trap, 
WH! quitted this ſuite of apartments. 
The ſtairs in the tower above were ſo 


much n that. he did-not attempt 
ts 


„„ 
to aſcend them: he returned to the hall, 
and by the ſpiral ſtaircaſe, which he had 
obſerved the evening before, reached 
the gallery, and found another ſuite of 
apartments entirely unfurniſhed, very 
much like thoſe below. 

He renewed with Madame La Motte 
his former converſation reſpecting the 
abbey, and ſhe exerted all her endea- 
vours to diſſuade him from his purpoſe, 
acknowledging the ſolitary ſecurity of 3 
the ſpot, but pleading that other places 


might be found equally well adapted for 


concealment, and more for comfort. This 
La Motte doubted : beſides, the foreſt 
abounded with game, which would, at 

once, afford him amuſement and food; 

a circumſtance, conſidering his ſmall 
ſtock of money, by no means to be over- 
looked: and he had ſuffered his mind 
to dwell ſo much upon the ſcheme, that 

it was become a favourite one. Adeline 

liſtened in filent anxiety to. the diſcourſe, | 
om waited with impatience the iſſue of 
2811. Peter 3 
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Peter's report. The morning e 
but Peter did not return. Our ſolitary 
party took their dinner of the proviſion 
they had fortunately brought with them, 
and afterwards walked ' forth into the 
woods. Adeline, who never ſuffered any 
good to paſs unnoticed, becauſe it came 
attended with evil, forgot fora while the 
deſolation af the abbey in the beauty of 
the adjacent ſcenery. The pleaſantneſs 
talk the ſhades ſoothed her heart, and the 
\;varief features of the landſcape amuſetl 
-ber fancy; ſhe almoſt thought ſhe could 
tt be contented to live here. Already the 
- (began to feel an intereſt in the concerns 
of her companions, and for Madame La 
Motte the felt more; it was the warm 
emotion of gratitude and affection. 
The afternoon wore away, and they 
8 mene thelabbey. Peter was ſtill 
zahſent, and his abſence now began to 
eecite ſurpriſe and apprebenſion. The 
approach of darkneſs alſo threw a gloom 
upon * ol — wandbrers : ano- 
TY 1% % % tber 
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thernight muſt be paſſed under the fame 
forlorn circumſtances as the preceding 
one: and, what was ſtill worſe, with a 
very ſeanty ſtock of proviſions, . The 
fortitude of Madame La Motte now en- 
tirely fofſook her, and ſhe wept bitterly. 
Adeline's heart was as mournſul as Ma- 
dame's; but ſhe rallied her drooping 
fpirits, and gave the firſt inſtance of 
her kindneſs by endeayouring to revive 
thoſe of her friend. / | - 0 4 
La Motte was reſtleſs and uneaſy, and, 

1 the abbey, he walked alone the 
way which Peter had taken. He had 
not gone far, when he perceived him 
between the trees, leading his horſe. 
«© What news, Peter?“ hallooed La 
Motte. Peter came on, panting for 
breath, and ſaid not a word, till La 
Motte repeated the queſtion in a tone of 
ſome what more authority. Ah, bleſs 
* you; Mafter,” faid he, When he had 
taken breath to anſwer, I am glad to 
ſee you j I thought 1 ſhould never have 
pot? , "3. \ 


( 29. ] 
cc got back again; ; I've met wath a world 
4 of misfortunes.” . 

Well, you may relate them bereaf- 
« ter; let me hear whether art have 
6 diſcovered 95 

Diſcovered! interrupted Peter, 

cc Yes, I am diſcovered with a ven- 
e geance!. If your Honour will look at 
« my arms, you'll ſee how I am diſce- 
« yered.” 

I Diſcolqured ! 1 4 you mean,” 

faid La Motte; But how came Fo in 
ec this condition?“ ö 

„Why, III tell you how it was, 955 | 
« your Honour knows I learned a ſmack 

© of boxing of that Engliſhman that uſed 
« to come with his maſter to our houſe.” 
„ Well, well—tell me ben ay 

© have been.” a 

J : n n myſelf, Maker; : 
Tee been where I got a ſound drab- 
«bing, but then it was in your buſineſs, 
and ſo I don't mind. But if ever I 
« meet with that raſcal again!! 
„„ | Nou 
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Nou ſeem to like your firſt drubbin g 

* «fo well, that you want another, and 
« unleſs you ſpeak more to the 2 
cc you ſhall ſoon have one.“ 

Peter was now frightened into me- 
thod, and endeavoured to proceed : 
When left the old abbey,” ſaid he, 
46] followed the way you directed, and 
« turning to the right of that grove of 

_ © trees yonder, I looked this way and 
ee that to ſee if I could ſee a houſe, or a 
60 cottage, or even a man, but not a 
ce ſoul of them was to be ſeen, and ſo T 
«« jogged on, near the value of a league, 
« I warrant, and then I came to a track; 
« oh! oh! ſays I, we have you now; 
« this will do—paths can't be made 

* without feet. However, I was out in 
© my reckoning, for the devil a bit of a 

. foul could J fee, and, after following 
« the tract this way and that way, for 
« the third of a league, I Joſt it, nou! 
4 18 to _ out another.“ i 
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_ Unit Is it it impoflible Ki you to ſpeak 


ce to the point?” ſaid La Motte: omit 
te theſe fooliſh particulars, and tell whe- 


“e ther you have ſucceeded.” || 1 


„% Well, then, Maſter, to the ſhort, 
c for-that's the neareſt way after all, 1 


e wandered a long while at random, I 
e did not know where, all through a 


c foreſt like this, and I took ſpecial care 
to note how the trees ſtood, - that 1 
„ might find my way back. At laſt 1 
ce came to another path, and was ſure 1 
„ ſhould find ſomething now, though I 1 


c found: nothing : before: for 1 could 
de not he miſtaken twice; fo, peeping 
e between the trees, I ſpied a cottage! 


« and J gave my horſe a laſh,: that 
« founded through the foreſt, and I was 
«* at the door in a minute. They told 
te me there was la town about Half a 


league off, and bade me follow the 
te track and it would bring me there; ſo 
it did; and my lorſv, I believe imelt 


ve the corn in the manger, by the rate 
x Is "FM he 


1 


bt he went af” 1 inquired for a 4 Wheel 
. wright, and was told there was -but 
rc one in tlie place, and he could not be 
tr found. 2 3 waited and Fate, for 1 
& Kew It was in vain to think of retutn- 
« 10g without doing my buſineſs. The 
te mani at laſt came home from the « coun- 
« try, and T told him how long f Had 
waited ; for, ſays I, 'T knew 52 was in 

5 vin to return without my / buſinets,” 
* Do1 be leſs tedious,” 4d La Visite, | 
« if it is is in thy x nature.” | | 
. It is in my nature,” PEE) Peter, | 
« and if it was more in my natur vour : 
ts Honour thould have it all, Foul 
« you think f it, Sir, the fellow W 7 
60 impudence to aſk. a lo uis-Par,, for 
hy ; mending, the, coach, Wheel ? K helieve | 
in, my, conic ſcience he faw tw tw as ih a 
6 © hürty, and. could, not do uit . 
1955 louig-d'vr ! fays 1, my maſter ſhall 
"BF: ne ſagh Price; be ſha'n' t be im- 
0 ed upon by no ſuch raſcal as you. 
i Whereupon . the fellow looked glum, 
Wen E e 


«6 and gave me a douſe o'the chops: with 


Foe} 


6 this, 1 up with my fiſt and gave him 7 
another, and ſhould have beat him 


a preſently, if another man had not 


a * come in „ and then 1 was obliged to 
« give up.“ BOY 
„And fo you. are returned. as ; wiſe as 
1 „Jou went. 
ny Why, maſter, 1 "way 1 have too 
15 much ſpirit to ſubmit to a raſcal, or 


et you ſubmit to one either: | beſides, 


« I have bought ſome nails, to try if 1 
66 can 't mend the wheel myſelk—1 had 
« W a hand at carpentry”. 


dan 


2 441 I commend your 2 zeal i in my 
* cau 


but on this occafion it was ra- 


ber ill-timed. And What have you 


© got in that baſket ?” 
OT Why, Maſter, I bethought me that 
: \ ve could not get away from this place 


| in the carriage was ready to draw us, 


«and 1 in the mean time, ſays I, nobody 


. can live without victuals, ſo my cen 


F a) 
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6 "lay out. the, little money I have, + and 
« take a baſket with NG" „ 8 
e That's the only wiſe thing you have 

« done yet, and this, indeed, redeems 
* your blunders.” 1 5 5 
_* Why now, Maſter, it _ my 7 beark 
« good to hear you ſpeak; I kyew I was, 
« doing for the beſt all the while: but 
« T've had a hard job to find my way 
« back; and here's another Piece of ills, 
luck, for the horſe has got a x thor bo 
© his foot.” . cf 7 12 [ 
La Motte made inquiries, cdp 
the town, and found it was en 05 
ſupplying him with proviſion, ANC what 
little furniture was ngceflary to ren | endet i iS, 
abbey habitable, This intelligence Ale . 
moſt ſettled, his plans, and he ordered, 
Peter to return on the following morning 
and make Inquiries. concerning the, 
abbey, 1. the FEY. Were 1 65 al = 


10 
buy a x cart, and 11 it with tome Ph 


t vo - 


ture, and, ſomes. materials neceflary for 
D 2 | repair- 


1 


giring the modern apartments. Peter 
ſtared : What, does _ Honour 
© mean ih live here ““ a 
"Why; ſuppoſe l do " 1 
6: "Why then your Honour has made a 
*. "wiſe determination, according to my 
hint; for Jour Flopcur knows 1 
Raid 2 5 
Well, Peter, it is not neceſſary t to 
«repeat what you faid; perhaps, I had 
determined on the ſubject before.” 
Egad, Maſter, . you're in the ri ight, 
and Tm glad of it, for, I believe, we 
4 ſhall not quickly be diſturbed here, 
except by the rocks and owls. Yes, 
« yes—T warrant I'll make it a place fit 
for a king; and as for the town, one 
. may get any thing, I'm ſure of that; 
- though tliey think no more about this | 
place than they do about India of 
i « England, or any of thoſe places,” - 
| "They now reached the abbey, where 
: Peter was received with great joy ; but 
3 8 19 ls of * miſtreſs and Adeline 
were 
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were repreſſod, when they learned that 
he. returned, without having executed 
his commiſſion, and heard his ageonnt 

oſ the town. La Motte” s orders to Peter 
. were beard with almoſt qual oonoern by 
Madame and Adeline; but the latter 
concealed her uneaſineſs, and uſed all 
her efforts to overcome that of her friend: 


| The ſweetneſs of her behaviour, and the | 
air of ſatisfaction ſhe aſſumed, lenfibly 


affected Madame, and diſcovered to her 
a a ſource of comfort, which ſhe had: hi- 
therto overlooked. The affectionate at- 
tentions of her young friend promiſed to 
canſole her for the want of other ſociety, 


in n painful regret. 
The. obſeryations _ ama cha- 
viour of Adeline already beſpoke a good 
underſtanding and an amiable heart, hut 
ſhe had yet more ſhe had genius She 


eee eee lar end eee 
in Cove EE. to 


and her. converſation te enliven the 
hours, — en 


was now in her nineteenth year; her 
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to the moſt exquiſite proportion ; ; her 
hair was dark auburn; her eyes blue, and 
whether they ſparkled with intelligence, 
or melted” with tenderneſs, ' they were 
equally attractive; her form had the airy 
Ughinefs of a nymph, and, when the | 


tmiled; hercountenance might have been 


drawn for the younger ſiſter of Hebe: 


We beaptivations of her beauty were 


deigchtened by the grace and fimpticity 
vil her manners, and eee ee . *. 
intrinfic value of a heart | 
Ae chat might be ſhrin'd in RA 


408 N 089: 


Annette now kindled the fire for the 
night © Peter's 'baſket was opened, and 
ſupper prepared. Madame La Motte 
was ſtill penſive and ſilent. There-is 
*£.iſearcely any condition ſo bad,“ faid 

Adeline, but we may, one time or 
10 gther, wiſh we had not quitted it. Ho- 
* geſt Peter, when he was bewildered 
ein the foreſt, or had two enemies to 


ns . of one, conſeſſes he 


. 3 801 * as wied : 
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e wilhell himſelf at the abbey. AndI 
« am certain, there 1s no ſituation fo 
« deſtitute, but comfort may be ex- 
« tracted from it. The blaze of this fire 
« ſhines yet more cheerfully from the 
« contraſted-drearineſs of the place; and 
« this plentiful repaſt is made yet more 
* delicious, from the temporary want we 
*« have ſuffered. - Let us my the good, 
% and forget the evil.” 

Lou ſpeak, my dear; replied. Mas 
dame La Motte, © like one, whoſe ſpi- 
« rits have not been often depreſſed by 
e misfortune, . (Adeline ſighed) and 
* whoſe hopes are, therefore, vigorous.” 
Long ſuffering,” ſaid La Motte, 
e has ſubdued in our minds that elaſtic 
© energy, which repels the preſſure of 
evil, and dances to the bound of joy. 
But I ſpeak-in rhapſody, though only 

_ * from the remembrance of ſuch a time. 
J once, like you, Adeline, could ex- 
— _ _—_— from moſt ſituations.” | 


D4 oo And 


6, Adeline: Still believe it Tone 


* and yan will find it is fe.” . 
he ülafon is ne can no lo- 
0 ger deceive myſel f. 5 of * 


only you deceive yourſelf, by ſuffering 
Lee the cloud of ſorrow. to tinge manor 


| * let us leave the ſubject. . 


— reſigned themſelves to repaſes. - 
ſet out for the little town of Auboine, 

mne in much anxiety and fome hope; for | 
the intelligence he might bring concern- 

from the plans of La Motte. Towards 


N ſlowly on; and the cart, which ACCOM- 


; TD © Fo 1 
And may. now, my dear Sir,“ faid 


Pardon me, Sir, iſ 1 fu its is now, 


1 ject you look upon 
« It may be ſo,” ſaid La Motte, « but 


_ After ſupper, the doors were bend 
as before, for the night, and the wan- 


On the following morning, — 


and the hours of his abſence were again 
fpent by Madame La Matte end Ade- 
ing the abbey, might yet xcleaſe them 


the cloſe of day he was deſoried coming 


. 


- A 1 i Na 


x v2 2 
panic him; too oettointyconfirnied their 
fears: He brought materials for-vepaie- 
i ing the place, and ſome ſurniturs ? 

Of tlie abbey he gave an accownd, of 
hie me follow ing ivthe! fub ſtance -L 
It belonged; together with. large part 
of the adjacent foreſt, to n leman, 
who nom reſided with his family: o 
remote eſtate· He inherited it in right 
ol his wie, from kis father-inulaw who 
lid eauſed the more modern apatitihents 
to be erected, 4 in them 
forge part of every year, f di phrpoſe 
of ſhoofing aj REN IP WAs r. 
ported, that forme perſon Was! Nuo aftör 
if came/tethe prefent pofeffon bought 
fieeretly to the abbey; and confine? in 
| theſe apartments; whdzorwhithe was, 
| kad! never deen conjectured; and what 
beeame of him nobody Knew. Theve- 
von diet grsduafy ay} 100 / 
TPercons entirely dlbelieved the whole df 
i. Bat bowerer this: affair might be, 
betten it was, the prefent owner Ha. | 

_ "Viſited | 


— — — — 
— — —— — 


— — — 


— of A 


"M * 


2 Dr . b — $a OY . — 
g - — 
AB hon Q—2 — * — — * ä — — — — — 
> — nne 2 — — — — 898883 — _ 
r nt <> eee == — — — — — = 
— — — 1 ——— — any — — 
* 
/ 
” 


* Tg” * - & - 
tit otter Frente — — * 
„ — IE IG = 
— ng oo — 


—— 
- Dm Lo» 
* 


. us: ſucceeding to it; and the On. 


' what ought to be believed. Among the 
reſt; it was ſaid, that ſtrange appearances 


e laſt eren years none ofthe 
| — + The abbey Was nom, ee ing 


6 . J 


ui lea che abbey only two 00 ane 


after ſome time, was remove. 
> Thiscircumſtance had at. firſt died | 


ſurprize, and various reports aroſe; in 
conſequence, but it was difficult to know 


ad been obſerved at the abbey, and 


uncommon noiſes heard; and thougb 


this report had been ridieuled by ſenſible 
perſons as the idle ſuperſtition of igno- 
ance, woe faſtened. ſo ftrongly upon 


had ventured to approach the 


on 


ro took ploce.:-be congratulated him- 
Hefthat he had now found a pot, whe ere 


bord. 54.1 


( 8 1 
he was not b likely to be either diſcovered 
or diſturbed ; yet it could not eſcape him 
that there was a ſtrange coincidence be- 
tween one part of Peter's narrative, and 
the condition of the chambers that 
opened from the tower above: ſtairs 
The remains of furniture, of which the 
other apartments were void the ſolitary - 
bed—the1 numberand connection of the 
rooms, were ciroumſtances that: united 
to confirm his opinion. This, howeyer, 
he concealed i in his own breaſt, for he 
already perceived that Peter's account 
Rad not aſſiſted in reconciling) his family 
to the neceſſity of dwelling: at the abbex. . 
But they Bad only to ſubmit i in filence, . 
and wh atever diſagreeable apprehenſion 
might intrude. upon. them, they now 
appeared willing to ect the expreſ- 
ſion of of it. Peter, indeed, was exempt 
from any. evil of this kind; he knew n 
fear, and bis r wind was. 4 whiolly Y of. 
cupied with his a approaching buſipets, 5 
D La Motte, with a placid ki 
5 Ds N , | 


„1 


or deſpair, yi to reconcile her 

ff to that, which no effort of under- 
Randing could teach her to av, and 
which, an indulgence in *Jaifientatfop 
bald" only make more intolerable,” in 
ded, though a fenſe of 'the immediate 
inedn denten es do beendured at the ab- 
bey. hack made her oppoſe the ſcheme 
or living there, the dick not realty know 


bow weir f vation couttt be improve 
"fem poyal' 1725 et her thod Gehts fen at! 
"Wi towards, Paris, 12 keneckedt the 


dehroſpecke of 1 paſt et, with the images 
of weepth end left, \pertiaps, forever. 
The Arc onate endearmentsof her only 
| Ho, whom, 1 f. on the danger of his fitua- 
* 25 any of her's, ſhe 
l ht hen frar never to ſee again, | 
we Gaga and overcame 
| 2 was 1 1e. 
" woyl I the fay 


ah 


| e to give Lene to dea cala- 
„ 3 0 
$ | 
| | | | 


do exult, and his farmſye te perceive. that 


n 
mA des 8 dae ubeer for. 
row, and throws fiekly hue upon her 
| pat 64 ; ſhe knew not yet the 
: pings of diſappointed hops, or the acuter 
5 ſting of ſelHaeeuſation; ſhe had n 
ſery; but what patience e- 
or ſortitude overcome” :!: 
At che dawn 'of /the following ay 
Peter aroſe to his labour: he proceeded 
 withuberity, andy in a fog days, tler of 
the lewer apartments were ſo mes ak. 
tered forthe better, Wat La Motte hegun 


their ſttuation would det he ſo miſera ble as 
they hadimagined: The furnnure Peter 
L hidatreadybtought was diſpoſed i theſe: 
rooms, one f Which"wais the vaulted 
hib 1 '@ ig io ee. for 
Its large Gothic window, that deftended = 
altnoſt ts the'floor, PPE 4 proſpect 
of the lawn; andthe pO Jenery 
eee e, e 
cone 1” _ 7 


me s * 
. * 7 1 4 by 
1 


1 
1 


0 ow. 


baut gomſortahle. Theſe, however, being | 


was now; nailed up, and made to look 
Teſs deſolate; and, though the room had 


f * 86 _ 
_+:Petex having returned to Auboine for 


a ſarther ſupply, all the lower apartments 
were in a few weeks not only habitable, 


accommodation of the 


inſufficient ſor the 


Wo fawily,ia toom above ſtairs was pre 
Dad for Ac 

th that opened immediately from the tower, 
and ſhepreferredit to thoſe beyond, be- 


eline: it was ee 


cauſe it was leſs diſtant from the family, 
and the windows fronting an avenue of 


the foreſt, afforded a more extenſi ve 


proſpoct. The tapeſtry, i that was de- 
eayed, and hung looſely from the walls, 


ſtill a ſolemn aſpect, from its ſpaciouſ- 
neſs, and the narrowneſs of the windows, 
it was. not uncomfortable; Nandi 
The firſt night that Adeline e 
nber ſhejllept little: the ſolitaxy air of 


FS 7 the, had, with | 
friendly © confideration, endeavoured to 


1 7 1 : 
ſupport them in the preſence of Madame 
Ta Motte. She remembered the narra- 
tive of Peter, ſeveral circumſtances of 
which had impreſſed her imagination in 
fpite of her reaſon, and ſhe found it 
difficult wholly to ſubdue apprehenſion. 
At one time, terror ſo ſtrongly ſeized 
| her mind, that ſhe had even opened the 
door with an intention of calling Ma- 
dame La Motte; but, liſtening ſor a 
moment on the ſtairs of the tower, every 
thing ſeemed ſtill; at length, ſhe heard 
the voice of La Motte ſpeaking cheer- 
fully, and the abſurdity of her fears 
ſtruck her forcibly. ; ſhe bluſhed that 
ſhe had for a moment ſubmitted to 
them, and returned to har chamber 


* 1 
wondering at herſelf. 
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10 8 Vino! ee ee, 
* ore free from pexil than the enviqus court? 


% ere feel we but the penalty of Adam, 
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Nette argagsd þ kit Kotte be 


ub provided hy his induſtry, ha reliſhed: 
with a keener appetito than kad ever at. 
tended him at the luxurious tables of 


Paris. The aſternoons he paſſed with 


his family : ſometimes: he would ſelect 


a book from the few he had brought 
with him, and endeavour to fix his at- 


tention to the words his lips repeated: 


ut his mind ſuffered little abſtraction F 
1 8 | - from 


C 89 J 
from its own cares, and the ſentiment he 
pronounced left no trace behind it. 
Sometimes he converſed, but oſtener 
ſat in gloomy ſilenoe, muſing upan the 
_ paſt, or anticipating the future. 
At theſe. moments, Adeline, wich a” 
ſweetneſs almoſt irreſiſtible, endeavoured 
to enliven his ſpirits, and to withdraw 
him from himſelf. Seldom. che. ſuccecd- 
of Nele La Motte, and the bene» 
volent feelings of her on boſom, re- 
alized the -cheerfulneſs ſhe had at 
firſt only aſſumed. Adeline's mind had 
the happy art, or, perhaps, it were 
more juſt to ſay, the happy nature: gf 
accommodating itſelf to her ſituation. 
Her preſant condition, though forlorn, 
Was not devoid of comfort, and this com- 
fort was confirmed by her virtues. $9 
much ſhe. won upon the affections of 
her protectors, that Madame La Motte 
loved heras berchild, and La Motte dio 
54 | n, 
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ſelf, though a man little ſuſceptible of 
tenderneſs, could not be infenfible to her 
ſolicitudes. Whenever he relaxed ſrom | 
the ſullenneſs of miſery, it was at the in- | 
fluence of Adeline. | 
Peter regularly brought a eh 

- ſupply of proviſions from Auboine, and, 

on thoſe occaſions, always quitted the 

town by a route contrary to that leading 
to the abbey. Several Weeks having 
- paſſed without moleſtation, La Motte 
diſmiſſed all apprehenſion of purſuit, and 
at length became tolerably reconeilec 
to the complection of his circutnſtances. 


As, habit and effort ſtrengihened the for- 


titude of Madame La Motte, the features 

of' misfortune appeared to ſoften The 
foreſt, which at firſt ſeemed to her a 
rightful ſolitude, had loft its terrific al- 

pet; and that edifice, whoſe half de. 


moliſhed walls and gloomy deſolation 


had ſtruck her mind with the force of . 
| melancholy ny was now beheld. 
BS 1 | as. 


— Þ} 
as a doimeſtic aſylum; a and a ſafe refuge 
from the ſtorms of power. 


She was a ſenſible and highly accom- | 
pliſhed woman, and it became her chief 
delight to form the riſing graces of Ade- 
line, who had, as has been already 
ſhown, a ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, which 
made her quick to repay inſtruction with 
improvement, and indulgence with love. 
Never was Adeline ſo pleaſed as whey 
the anticipated her wiſhes, and never ſo 
diligent as when ſhe was employed in 
her buſineſs, The little affairs of the 
houſehold ſhe overlooked and managed 
with ſuch admirable exaQneſs, that Ma- 
dame La Motte had neither anxiety, nor 
care, concerning them, And Adeline 
 formedforherſelfin this barren ſituation, 
many amuſements, that occaſionally ba- 
niſhed the remembrance of her misfora 
tunes. La Motte's books were her chief 
conſolation. ' With one of theſe ſhe 
would frequently make into the. foreſt, : 
„ coRet oitidiuods 1 5126 „ :5ta 
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„ 
to Where the river, winding through a 
hide, diffuſed eoolng6, and with its 


_ marmuring accents, invited repoſe; there 


ſhe would ſeat herfelt, and reſigned to 
Wr Pres 

| M ee forrom. inet. rin 

| Here 8 when her mind was wan 


e > inns; and: ;ndulged in 
1 ideal happineſs. Tbe delight of theſe 
moments ſhe commemorated. = fob. 
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Ob! ern her vey t He 5 E 


The penſive grace of Sorrow erbse . 
l de riſe ſublime on Terror's lofty plum, 
And ſhake the ſoul «ith willy theilling woes 
Os, ſweetly bright, your gayer tints Lee 
Bid ſcenes of pleaſure ſteal upon my views. 
Love wave his purpl# pinions-o'er my head; 
n . ey true; - 
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Madame La Motte had frequently J ex- 
preſſed curioſity concerning the events 


of Adeline 8 life, and by what circum- 


| ances! che! had been an into A kitua- | 


tion ſo perilous and myſterious as that i in 


| which La Motte had found her. Adeline 
had | given. a brief account of the eng 


+44 


but had always with feat entreated to 
be ſpared | for that time from a particular 
relation. of her hiſtory. Her ſpirits were 
not then equal to retroſpection, but now 


that they were ſoothed by quiet, and 


Arengthened by confidence, ſhe one day 
gave Madame. 
narration. 2 
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« 1 am a the wo child, fd Sens, 


64 « of Louis fle St. Pierre, a chevalier of 
"reputable family, but of ſmall fortune, 


© who 


* 


Ia Motte the following, E 


1 K 7 


46 Sh for many years reſided, at Picks, 
c Or my mother I have a faint remem- 


e brance; Iloſt her when I was only ſeven 
years old, and this was my firſt misfor- 
« tune. At her death, my father gave ap 


+ 


f 6 zouſe- keeping, boarded me in a con- 


6. vent, and quitted Paris. Thus was 6... 
6 at this early period of my life,  aban- 5 


= doned to ſtrangers. | My father came 


« 11 to Paris; : te then, 8 


«6 On theſe occaſions, Which wrung my ; 
4 heart with grief, he appeateduiinoved; £ 
o that I Ben thought he had little 
« tenderneſs for me, But he was my fa- 
4 ther, and the on peiſbn to whom I 
66: Ry look u p for Protection aud love.” 

In this convent [ continued till Twas 

twelve years old. A thouſand times 1 
had entreated my father to take me 
70 home, but at firſt motives of prudence, 
ant afterwards" of avarice, ; pferented 
* "IO, 1 was now removed from this 


i ri L 10 347 . N enten, 
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#4 
ce convent, and placed i in another, here 
cc cl learned my father intended I ſhould 
0 take the yeil. Iwill. not attempt to 
, & expreſs my ſurprize and grief on this 
60 occaſion. Too long I had been i immu- 
« red i in. the walls of a cloiſter, and too 
« much had I ſeen of the ſullen miſery 
of its votaries, not to feel horror and 
« diſguſt at the 320475 of being a added 
4 to their number. 
"0 The Lady Abbeſs was : a. woman bf 
« rl igid decorum and ſevere deyotion,; . 
uy „ in the obſeryance of every detail 
> of form, and never forgave an, offence 
« againſt ceremony, _ % washer method, 
« when ſhe wanted to make converts to 
5 c her order, to denounceandterrifyr rather | 
6 than toperſuade and allure. Her's were q 
« the arts of cunning pradifed upon, fear, ö 
«not thoſe of ſophiſſication upon reaſon. 
«6 She Nr numberleſs nenn. 
| 4 2 in me to h er purpose, and they 


e 


alle wore the comple eQion of her charac- 
* ter. Buy. in the life | to which ſhe would 
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e have devot ted' me, Liar to 6 many 

. of teal terror, to be overcome 3 — —— 

. influctice of her ideal hoſt, and 925 re- 
4 foftite it in Fejecting the veil. Here ff paſ- 
“ ſe ſever: a feat! miſerable! refift ince 
«; mt ct cru elty. and tape rftition. 'My 
ther 1 ſeldom law; Shen dd, Len- 
ex treated him y deftination, but 
* he objefiotitat his fortune was inſuffi- 


_ « cient to ſupport me in the world.” and 
at length e vengeance on my 
& Head if 1 perfiſted in diſobedience. 
ah; t Tou, my dear Madam, can form lit- 
« te idea of "the wictcbednels of my fity- 
wh IN, 1 condemned t to perpetual | impri- 
® Toinent, and impriſonment of tl the moſt 
"& Freadfal Kind, or to the ven geance of 
1 father, from whom 1 had ' no appeal. | 
7," «0 My reſolatio Dn relaxed. ſor ſome time 
. 2 «71 paufed | upon the choice ole evils but 
5 the Rorrors of a | monaffic ic life | 
ot Wir 15 fully to my view, that fort jtude 
© gave 77 before mem. Excluded 
0 on ** neue of ſociety 
* —from 
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— the pleaſant view of nature— _ 


« almoſt from the light of day—con- 


« demned to filence—ri gid formality— 


"66 abſtinence and penance—condemned 
« toforego the delights of a world, which 
a imagination painted in the gayeſt and 
0 moſt alluring colours, and whoſe hues 
« were, perhaps, not the leſs captivating 
e becauſe they were only ideal :=—ſuch 
| 6c was the ſtate to which I was deſtined. 
60 Again my reſolution was invigorated: 
« my father's cruelty ſubdued tenderneſs, 


« and rouſed indignation. Since he can 
« forget, ſaid I, the affection of a pa- 


© rent, and condemn his child without 


« remorſe to wretchedneſs and deſpair— 


e the bond of filial and parental duty 


« no longer ſubſiſts between us—he has | 


* himſelf diffolved it, and I will yet 
« ſtruggle for liberty and life.” 


| (6 Finding me unmoved by menace, | 


60! the Lady Abbeſs had 1 now ' recourſe to 
60 34 to mi 4d Veen to flatter; 
Vor. I. 2 


« but her WO Aitorted ſmile of cun- 
« ning, not the gracious emblem of kind- 


« neſs; it provoked diſguſt, inſtead of in- 
« ſpiring affection. She painted the cha- 


s racterof a veſtal in the moſt beautiful 


& tints of. azt-—its. holy innocence—its 
« mild dignity—its ſublime devotion. I 
« ſighed as ſhe ſpoke. This ſhe regarded 
« as. a. favourable ſymptom, and Fro 
tc ceded on her picture with more ani- 
_ © mation. She deſeribed the ſerenity of a 
te monaſtia life its ſecurity from tho ſe- 
| te ductive.charms, reſtleſs paflions; and 
44 ſorroweful viciſſitudes of the world 
ec the rapturous delights of religion, and 
« the ſweat reciprocal affection of the 

e fifterhood... 1 

« So highly the Finiſhed the piece, that 
, c thalurking lines of cunning would, to 

li an inexperienced eye, have eſcaped de- 

I teRtiop,, Mine vs too ſorrowſulhj in- 
8 5 formed.” Top often bad I witneffed the 
2 ſecret tear and burſting ſigh of vain.re- 
_ Ae Wen, 


660 and 


1 


< and the mute anguiſh of deſpair; My 
te ſilence and my manner aſſured her of 
LL my incredulity, and it was with diffi- 
<«c-culty that ſhe preſerved 3 a decent oom 
* 2 N 
My father, as may be imagindd; 

« was highly incenſed at my: perſeve- 
«© rance, which he called obſfinacy, but; 
ee what: will not be ſo eaſily believed, he 
< ſoon after relented, and appointed a 
<< day to take me from the convent. O! 


« judge of my feelings when I received 
« this intelligence. The joyũt oocaſioned 


c awakened all my gratitude; I forgot 


< the former cruelty of my father, and 
re that the preſent indulgence was lefs 


<< the effect of his kindneſs than of my 
e reſolution, I wept” that I could 'not 

« indulge his every wiſh. | 
What days of blifful'expottation 
<< were thoſe that preceded my departure! 


« The world, from which had been hi- 
c therto ſecluded. the world, in which 
52 e had been ſo often delighted 
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« to roam—whoſe paths were ſtrewn with 
_ & fadeleſs roſes—whoſe every ſcene ſmiled 
in beauty and invited to delight where 
e all the people were good, and all the 
ce good happy Ah!] Zhen that world was 
tec burſting upon my view, Let me catch 
« the rapturous remembrance beſore it 
« vaniſh! It is like the paſſing lights of 
autumn, that gleam for a moment on 
5 a hill, and then leave it to darkneſs. 
6 I counted the days ahd hours that with- 
« held me from this fairy land. It was in 
c the convent only that people were de- 
ce ceitſul and cruel: it was there only 
« that miſery dwelt. I was quitting it 
« all! How 1 pitied the poor nuns that 
esc were to be left behind. I would haye 
* given half that world [prized ſo much, 
te had it been mine, to have taken them 
© out with me. 
. The long wiſhed · ſor day at laſt: ar- 
« rived. My father came, and for a mo- 
ment my joy was loſt in the ſorrow of 
bc dne farewel to wy Poor compa- 
£24 V 


xt | 


6s nions, for whom J had never r lk ſuch 
« warmth of kindneſs as at this inſtant. 
* I was ſoon beyond the gates of the con- 
« yent. I looked around me, and viewed 
6 the vaſt vault of heaven no longer 
4 bounded by monaſtic walls, and the 
« green earth extended in hill and dale 
4 to the round verge of the horizon! My 
heart danced with delight, tears ſwelled 
« in my eyes, and for ſome moments I 
« was unable to ſpeak. My thoughts 
« roſe to heaven in ſentiments of grati- 
" tude to the Giver of all good! 
„ At length, I turned to my father; 
« dear Sir, ſaid I, how I thank you for 
my deliverance, and howT with I could 
& do every thing to oblige you. 
* Return, then, to your convent, faid 
* he, in a harſh accent. I ſhuddered; 
* his look and manner jarred the tone of 
muy feelings; they ftruck diſcord upon 
© my heart, which had before reſponded 
only to harmony. The ardour of joy 
was in a moment repreſſed, and every 
= 4 3 an "9. | 
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bis, ſeelings ſeemed ſo very diſſonant 


be they i u 


Te wk 


| x02 4: 
tc object. around me was ſaddened with 
<« the gloom of diſappointment. It was 


not that I ſuſpected my father would 


< take me back to the convent ; but that 


te to the jay. and gratitude which, I had. 


ee butamoment before felt and expreſſed 
. to: him. Pardon, Madam, a relation 
2 of theſe trivial circumſtances; the 


* ſtrong vieiſſitudes of feeling Which 
ce ey impreſſed upon, my heart, make 
me think them important, hen they 


Lare, perhaps, only diſguſting.” 


15 „ my . ſaid Mag ame La 


"y which 1 n to. eg You; are 


4 worthy of all my regards, and from 
« this moment I give my tendereſt pity 


E to your; misfortunes, and xaos 
eo your gaodneſs. 


Thaſe words melted che heart of Ade- 


line; ſheikifſed the hand which Ma- 
_ Hut, N na a fe mi- 


nutes 


=. Bax 
nutes filent. At length ſhe ſaid, . May 
<« T deſerve this goodneſs ! and may I 
cc ver be thankful to God, who, in giv- 
ec ing me ſueb a friend, een me 
« to comfort and hope! 
5 Myfather c houſe as fi aontolafew 
l e leagues om the other ſido of Paris, and 
er jn our way to it, e paffed through 
* 1 WMW hat a novel ſcene Where 
ec ere now the ſolemn faces, the demure 
manners T hact᷑ been arcuſitornieth toi ſec 
in the convent? *Bvery-countenance 
« was here animated, either by buſineſs 
or pleaſure; every flep was/airy, and 
every ſinile was gay. Alls the people 
appeared like friends; they looked and 
« ſmiled at me; I ſmiled again, and 
<6 withed toſhave told them how pleaſed 
„ was. How delightſul, faid I, to 
Jive ſurrounded by friend? 
„ Mhat erowded ſtreets! What may- 
nificent hotels! What ſplendid equi- 
pages! I ſcarcely obſerved thatithe | 
'*:ftreets were narrow, or the way.dan- 1 
JJ. gerous. 
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4 gerous. MY buſtle; what tumult, 
what delight! I could never berſuth- 

- < ciently thankful that I was removed 

: 40 from the convent. Again, I was go- 

« ing to expreſs my gratitude to my fa- 
ce ther, but his looks forbad me, and I 

was filent. I am too diffuſe; eren 

c the faint forms which memory reflects 
of paſſed delight are grateful-to the 
heart. The ſhadow of pleaſure is fill 
4 gazed upon with a melancholy enjoy- 

4 ment, though the ſubſtance } is fled be- 

„ yond our reach. _ 

„ Having quitted Paris, hid 1 leſt 
4 with many ſighs, and gazed upon till 
« the towers of every church diſſolved 
4 in diſtance from my view; we entered 

t upon a gloomy and unfrequented road. 


elt was evening when we reached-a 


« wild heath ; I looked round in ſearch 
< of a human dwelling, but could find 
© none; and not a human being was to 

e be ſeen. I experienced ſomething of 

e what 1 1 to feel in 2 the convent; 


5 15 4 54 15 my 
Cor tf nt : 5 ; ug 4 * 8 N 
- £ * 


1 
* my heart had not been fo ſad fince ! 
« left it. Of my father, who ſtill fat in 
« filence, I inquired if we were near 
« home; he anſwered in the affirmative. 
« Night came on, however, before we 
< reached the place of our deſtination ; 
« jt was a lone houſe on the waſte ; but 
4 need not deſcribe it to yon; Madam. 
When the carriage ſtopped; two men 
< appeared at the door, and aflifted us 
< to alight; ſo gloomy were their coun- 
* tenances, and ſo few their words, I 
« almoſt fancied myſelf again in the 
_ © convent. Certain it is, I had not feen 
4 ſuch melancholy faces fince I quittetl 
it. Is this a part of the world I _ 
4 ſo fond! y contemplated ? ſaid I. 

6 The interior appearance of deen 
6e was deſolate and mean; I was ſur- 
6 priſed that my father had choſen ſuch 
c a place for his habitation, and alſo that 
© no woman was to be ſeen; but I knew 
e that inquiry would only produce re- 
proof, and was, therefore, filent. At 
&5  -_ 8 
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e ſupper, the two men 1 had before-ſeen 


« fat down with us; they ſaid little, but 


e ſeemed to obſerve me much. I was 


«confuſed and diſpleaſed, which, my 
« father noticing, frowned at them with 
te alook, which convinced me he meant 
te more than I comprehended. When 
4e the cloth was drawn, my father took 


% my hand and conducted me to the 
« door of my chamber; having fat 
4 down the candle, and wiſhed me good 


4c night, he left me to wy own Ly 


. thoughts. 


How different e eee 


1% had indulged a ſew hours before! 


e then expectation, hope, delight, dan- 
s ced before me; now melancholy and 


« diſappointment chilled the ardour of 


* my mind, and diſcoloured my future 


e proſpet. The appearance of every 


4 thing around conduced to depreſs me. 
On the floor lay a ſmall bed without 


. ann,. 


L 20% J 
« and a table were all the remaining Fur- 
* niture in the room. I went to the 
« window, with an intention of locking 
4 out upon the ſutrounding ſcene; and 
found it was grated. I was ſhocked 
« at this circumſtance, and, comparing 
it with the lonely fituation, and the 
* ſtrange appearance of the houſe, toge- 
« ther with the countenances and beha- 
« yiour of the men who had fupped 
with us, T was loft in 4 nn of 
« conjectures 
At length I laid down to ſleep ; but 
«the anxiety of my mind prevented re- 
« poſe; gloomy, unpleafing i images flit- 
ted before my fancy, and I fell into a 
* ſort of waking dream: I thouglit that 
« was in a lonely foreſt with my father; 
„ his looks were fevere, and his geſtures. 
«© menacing; he upbraided me for leay- 
« ing the convent, and while he ſpoke, 
« drew from his pocket a mirror; which | 
* be. held before my face; I looked in ĩt 
E 6 1 d 


* 
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ec and ſaw, (my blood now thrills as I re- 
ec peat it) I ſaw myſelf. wounded, and 
es bleeding profuſely. Then I thought 
| 6 myſelf in the houſe. again; and ſud- 
ic 4 dig. heard theſe words, in - accents ſo 
diſtinct, that for ſome time after, I 
d awoke, I could ſcarcely believe them 
40 ideal, 0 Depart this houſe, e en 
4 « * hovers here. . 
5 bp: «1 WAS; awakened, by a wootſep on 
17 the ſtairs ;, it was my father retiring to 
= his chamber; the lateneſs of the hour 
ce ſurpriſed - me, for it Was Paßt mid- 
- © Wt, wits Fei vit Jo viola 
1 « On the following: morning, the ny 
Ei: « of the preceding evening aſſembled at 
Ii 54 e breakfaſt, and were as gloomy and 
: . ſilent as before. . The table was ſpread 
= by a boy of my. father s; but the cook 
| 4 05 and the houſe-maid, ee Far 
5 * might be, were inviſible. 
| „ 1105 The next morning, I was 0 
n aan ping to leave my chamber, 


I «0 
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« to find the door locked; T waited 2 


cc conſiderable time before I ventured to 


46 call; when I did, no anſwer was re- 
15 aan I then went to the window, 
66 and called more loudly, but my own 
voice was {till the only ſound I heard. 


Near an hour l paſſed in a ſtate of ſur- 


4 priſe and terror not to be deſcribed: 


at length, I heard a perſon coming up 


cc ſtairs, and 1 renewed the call; Z was 


N. anſwered, that my father bad that 


* morning ſet off for Paris, whence he 
would return in a few days; in the 
< meanwhile he had ordered me to be 


< confinedin my chamber. On my ex- 
« preſſing ſurpriſe and apprehenſion at 


ce this circumſtance, I was aſſured I had 


nothing ta fear, and that I ſhould live 
© as well as if I was at liberty. 


The latter part oſ this ſpeech ſeemed 


* to contain an odd kind of comfort; 


« I made little reply, but ſubmitted to 


H neceſſity. Once more I Was aban-/ 


doned 


— eee ee ew Ee cr —_—_ — — 
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Cw 
ir Joned fo ſorrowful reflection; hät a 
1 day was the one 1 now paſſed ! alone, 
r and agitated with grief and apptehen- 
-« fon.” Fendeavoured'to conjecture the 
er cauſe of this harſh treatment; and, at 
s jength concluded it was deſigned by 


my father, as a puniſhment ſor my for- 
mer diſobedience. But why abandon. 
me to the power of ſtrangers, to men; 


. whoſe countenances'bore the ſtamp of 
. villainy ſo ſtrongly as to impreſs even 
% my mexpertenced mind with terror! 
4 ſurmiſe involved me only deeper in 
« perplexity, yet Ffound'it impoſſible to 
4 ſorbear purſuing the fabject; and tlie 
4 day was divided between lamentation 
« and conjecture. Night at length came, 


and ſuch a night Darkneſs brought 


new terrors: I looked round the cham- 

4 ber for ſome means of faſtening my 

* door on the inſide, but could perceive 
none; A 1 menen, the 
i „ back 


* ——_ 
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1 
« back of a chair in an oblique aon. 
5 ſo as to render it ſecure. Fo 
had ſcarcely done this, and laid 
down upon my bed in my cloaths, 


“ not to ſleep, but to watch, When 1 


« heard a rap at the door of the houſe, 
«which was opened and ſhut ſo quick- 


c ſeemed only to deliver a letter, or mef- 
« ſage. Soon after, J heard voices at in- 
cc tervals in a room below ſtairs, ſome- 
times ſpeaking very low, and ſome- 
te times riſing all together, as if in dif- 
pute. Something more excufable than 


I curioſity made me endeavour to dif- 
( tinguiſh what was ſaid, but in vain; 


* now and then a word or two reached 
« me, and once T heard my name. Te- - 


* peated, but no more. 


Thus paſſed the hours till OY | 
« when all became ill. I had lain for 
6 ſome time in a ſtate between fear and 
hope, when T heard the lock of - my 
\ a | . ay door 


1 

« door gently moved backward and for- 

«ward; I ſtarted t up, and liſtened ; for 

: * a moment it was ſtill, then the noiſe 
returned, and I heard a whiſpering 
< without; my ſpirits died away, but I 
ec was yet ſenfible. Preſently an effort 
was made at the door, as if to force it; 
J ſhrieked aloud, and immediately 
* heard the voices of the men I had ſeen 
at my father's table: they called 
60 loudly. for the door to be opened, and 
on my returning no anſwer, uttered 
< dreadful execrations. I hadjuſi ſtren gth 
e ſufficient to move to the window, i in 
the deſperate hope of eſcaping thence; 
but my feeble efforts could not even 
« ſhake the bars. O! how can I recol- 


« le& theſe moments of horror, and be 


KL ſufficiently thankful that I am now in 
(e ſafety and comfort! 

They remained ſome time at the 
170 door, then they quitted it, and went 


« Gown ſtairs How uy heart revived 
40 a 


— 


66 — —— e 


fas ] 


< at every ſtep of their departure I ſell 


ce upon my knees, thanked God that he 
had preſerved me this time, and im- 


cc plored his farther protection. I was 
© rifing from this ſhort prayer, when 


« ſuddenly I heard a noiſe in a different 


ce part of the room, and, on looking 
_ © round, I perceived the door of a ſmall 
« cloſet open, and two men enter the 
6 chamber. 5 
66. They ſeized n me, and I funk FLY 
« leſs in their arms; how long I re- 
a mained in this condition I know not, 
© but, on reviving, I perceived myſelf 
e again alone, and heard ſeveral voices 
__ from below ſtairs. I had preſence of 
mind to run to the door of the cloſet, 
« my only chance of eſcape; but it was 
« locked! I then recollected it was poſ- 
46 ſible, that the ruffians might have for- 
got to turn the key of the chamber 
e door, which was held by the chair; 
e hut Es alſo, L was diſappointed. I 
| 9 claſped. 
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« ape my hands in an agony of de- 
< ſpair, and GO time im- 


ae moveable. 
eK. vicnt mis Gem - bel rouſei 
— and ſoon after I heard people 
<aſcenting the ſtairs: I now gave my- 
<6 fel fapfor left. The'firps approathed,- 
the door of the cloſet was again un 
ellocked. I Rood caimty, and: ag 
l aw the men enter the chamber; ei. 
her ſpoke, or reſfſtett: the fueulties- 
aof my ioul were wrought up beyond 
the power of feeling; as a violent blow 
6 om the body ſtuns for u While the ſeniſe 
ee of pain. They: led me down ſtairs 
dee the door of a room below was thrown. 
et open, and I beheld zftranger; it was 
ec then that my ſenſes returned; 'Fſhriek- - 
c ed, and reſiſted, but was forced along. 
It is nnneceſtaryto ſay that this ſtranger 
Tos was Monſieur Ta Motte, or to add, 
that I mall for ever bets him as m 
4 <deliverer.” | . 


* 


1 
| Adeline ceaſed to ſpeak; Madame 


La Motte remained ſilent. There were 


fome circumſtances in Adeline's narra- 


tive which raiſed all her curioſity. She 

aſked if Adeline believed her father to 
be a party in this myſterious affair. Ade- 
line, though it was impoſſible to doubt 
that he had been principally and mate- 


rially concerned in ſome part of it, 


thought, or ſaid ſhe thought, he was in⸗ 
nocent of any intention againſt her life. 
« Yet, what motive,” ſaid Madame La 
Motte, could there be for a d wree of 


« cruelty ſo apparently unprofitable ? 


Here the inquiry ended; and Adeline- 


confeſſed ſhe had purſued it, till her 
mind ſhrunk from all farther reſearch. 


The ſympathy which ſuch uncommon. 


misfortune excited, Madame La Motte 


now. expreſſed without reſerve, and this 


expreſſion of it, ſtrengthened the bond: 


of mutual friendſhip. Adeline felt her 
ſpirits relieved by the diſcloſure ſhe had | 
+1351 | made 
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W 
made to Madame La Motte ; and. the 
latter acknowledged the value of the 
confidence, by an en ich 2 
tonate attentions. 0 


1 
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CHAP. IV. 


ren My May of life 
4 Is fall'n into the ſear, the yellow leaf.” 
| | Macnara, 


Full oft, unknowing and unknown, 
. He wore his endleſs noons alone, 
Amid th' autumnal wood: 
« Oft was he wont, in haſty 8 
6 Abrupt the ſocial board to quit.” 
| WnrarTON, 


LA Motte had now paſſed above a 
month in this ſecluſion; and his wiſe 
had the pleaſure to ſee him recover tran- 
quillity and even cheerfulneſs. In this 
pleaſure Adeline warmly participated; 
and ſhe might juſtly have congratulated 
herſelf, as one cauſe of his reſtoration ; 
her cheerſulneſs and delicate attention 
had effected what Madame La Motte's 
greater anxiety had failed to accompliſh. | 


La Motte did not ſeem regardleſs of her 
. amiable N 


— 92. ues 


— —— — — 
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0» as 
amiable. diſpoſition, and ſometimes. 
thanked her in a manner more earneſt 


than was uſual with him. She, i in her turn, 


cConſidered him as her only protector, 


and now felt towards him the affeQion 
of a daughter. | 


The time-ſhe had ſpent i in this peace- 
ful retirement had ſoſtened the remem- 


brance of paſt events, and reſtored her : 


mind to its natural tone: and when 


memory brought back to her view her 
former. ſhort and romantic expectations 


of happineſs, though ſhe gave a ſigh to 


the rapturous illuſion, ſhe leſs Jamented 
the diſappointment, than rejoiced i in her 
preſent ſecurity and comfort. 

But the ſatisfaction which La Motte's 


_cherrfultefs diffuſed around him was of 
ſhort continuance; lie became ſuddenly | 
gloomy and referved; the ſociety of his 
family was no longer grateful to him; 
and he would ſpend whole hours in the 
moſt ſectuded parts of the foreſt, devoted 


„ eee He did 


not, 


m * 
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r 
his ſadneſa, without reſtraint, in the pre- 
ſenee of others; he now evidently nap ph 
voured to conceal it, and affected a 
cheerfulneſs that was too artificial to 
8 detection. 

His ſervant Ns either impelled by 
cutidity orkindneſs, ſometimes foHowed 
him, unſeen, into the foreſt; He:ob- 
ſerved him frequently retire to one parti- 
ular ſpot; in a remote part, which having 
gained, he always: diſappeatcd, before 
Peter, who was: obliged: to follow at a 
diſtance, could exactly notice where. 
All his endeavours now prompted, by 
wonder, and invigorated by diſappoint- 
ment, were unſucceſsſul, and he was ſtill 
compelled to endure the tortures of un- 
fatisfied curioſity, 22 

This change in a 
bits of her huſtand was: too conſpicuous 
to paſs. unobſerved: by Madame La 
Motte, who endeavoured, by all theftra- | 
tagems which aft n 
„ 14855 ö „ female 


* 
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female invention ſupply, to win him to 
her confidence. He ſeemed inſenſible to 
the influence of the firſt, and withſtood 
the wiles of the latter. Finding all her 
efforts inſufficient to diſſipate the glooms 
which overhung his mind, or to pene- 
trate their ſecret cauſe, ſhe deſiſted from 
farther attempt, and endeavoured to 
ſubmit to this myſterious diſtreſs. 
Week after. week elapſed, and the 
ſame unknown cauſe ſealed the lips and 
_ corroded the heart of La Motte. The 
place of his viſitation in the foreſt had 
not been traced. Peter had frequently 
examined round the ſpot where his maſ- 
ter diſappeared, but had never diſcover- 
ad any receſs, which could be ſuppoſed 
to. conceal him. The aſtonifhment -of 
the ſervant was at length raiſed to an in-- 
| ſupportable degree, and he communi- 
 eated to his miſtreſs the ſubject of it. 
© + The emotion, which this . 
Z 3 ſhe diſguiſed. from Peter, and 
reproved him for the means he had taken 


[ 121 A 
ts gratify his curioſity. But ſhe revolved 
this circumſtance in her thoughts, and 


comparing it with the late alteration in | 
his temper, her uneaſineſs was renewed, : 
and herperplexity conſiderably increaſed. 
After much conſideration, being unable 


to aſſign any other motive for his con- 
duct, ſhe began to attribute it to thei in- 
fluence of illicit paſſion; and her heart, 
which now out- ran her judgment, con- 
firmed the ſuppoſition, and rouſed"alt 


the torturing pangs of jealouſy. log 


Comparatively ſpeaking, ſhe had ne- 


ver known affliction till now: ſhe had 
abandoned her deareſt friends aid Son- 


nections had relinquiſhed ond. ne 0} 
the luxuries, a nd almoſt the neceffarii 

of life ;—fled with her family into 2 5 
an exile the moſt dreary and comfortleſs ;; 


experiencing the evils of reality, Dry | 
| thoſe of apprehenſion, united: all theſe | 


the had patiently endured; ſu ppofted by 


the affection of him, for whoſe ſake the 


ſuffered. Though that affection, indeed, 


Vor. I. 1 had 
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had ſor ſome time appeared to be aha. 


pen, ſhe had borne its decreaſe with for- 
_ fide, but the laſt ſtroke of calamity, 
hitherto. withheld, now came with irre- 
_ tbe, foree---the love, of which ſhe 
lamented, the lofs, ſhe now e was 
_- transfered to angther.. :... - ..,* 

The operation of ſtrong a 67 con- 555 
Fuſes. the, powers of reaſon, and warps 
them tg its. own. particular direction. 
Mer uſual, degree. of judgment, unop- 
poſed by the influence. of her heart, 
Would probably have pointed aut to 
Madame La, Motte ſome circumſiances, 
upon the ſubjechob her qiſtraſs, equivo- 
_ cal; if not. ogntradictory to her ſuſpicions. 
No. fach circumfances appeared to her, 


9 | andthe did not lang heſitate to decide, 


was the object, of her huſ- 
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81 * 


| hang's s. a#achment. Ter beauty out . 


L 123 ] 
The ſame cauſe deſtroyed, almoſt at 
the ſame moment, her only remaining 
comfort; and, when ſhe wept that ſhe 
could no longer look for happineſs in the 
_ affection of La Motte, ſhe- wept alſo, 
that ſhe could no longer ſeek ſolace in 
the friendſhip of Adeline. She had too 
great an eſteem for her to doubt, at firſt, 
the integrity of her conduct, but, in 
ſpite of reaſon, her heart no longer ex- 
panded to her with its uſual warmth of 
kindneſs. She ſhrunk from her conſi- 
dence, and, as the ſecret broodings of 
jealouſy cheriſhed her ſuſpicions, ſhe 
became leſs kind to her, even in manner. 
Adeline, obſerving the change, at 
firſt attributed it to arcident, and aſter · 
ward to a temporary diſpleaſure; ariſing 
rom dme : tle inadverteney in her con- 


duct. Shi therefore, increaſed her af. 
ſiduities; bat ” perceiving, contrary to 


all expectation, that her efforts to pleaſe -þ 
failed of their afual conſequence, ang 
that the reſerve of Madame's manner a- 
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ther increaſed than abated, ſhe became 
teriouſly uncaſy, and reſolved to ſeek an 
explanation. This Madame La Motte as 
ſedulouſly avoided, and was for ſometime 
able to prevent. Adeline, however, too 
much-intereſted in the event to yield to 
delicate ſeruples, preſſed the ſubje ſo 


cloſely, that Madame was at firſt agitated | 
and confuſed, but at length invented ſome 


idle excuſe, and laughed off the affair, 
Sbe now ſa the neceſſity of ſubduing 
all appearance of reſerye towards Ade- 


line and though her art could not con- 
quer the ꝓrejudices of paſſion, it taught 


her to aſſume, with tolerable ſucceſs, the 
aſpedi of kindneſs, Adeline was de- 


ceived, and was again at peace. Indeed, - 


confidence in the fincerity and goodneſs 
of others was her, weakneſs, - 


reſolved, at all events, to obtain ſome 


certainty upon the ſubject of her ſuſpi- 
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But the 
pangs of ſtifled jealouſy ſtuck deeper to 
the heart of Madame La Motte, and ſhe 


Las 3 * 

She now condeſcended to an act of 
meanneſs, which ſhe had before deſpiſed, 
and ordered Peter to watch the fteps of 
his Maſter, in order to difcover, if poſ- 
fible,the place of his viſitation! So much 
did paſſion win upon her judgment, by 
time and indulgence, that ſhe ſometimes 
ventured even to-doubt the integrity of 
Adeline, and afterwards proceeded to 
believe it poſſible that the object of La 
Motte's rambles might be an aſſignation 
with her. What ſuggeſted this t conjec- 
ture was, that Adeline frequently took 
long walks alone in the foreſt, and 
ſometimes was abfent from the abbey for 
many hours. This circumſtance, which 
Madame La Motte had at firſt attributed 
to Adeline's fondneſs for the pictureſque 
beauties of nature, now operated forei- 
bly upon her imagination, and ſhe could: 
view it in no other light, than as afford- 
ing an opportunity for ſecret converſa- 
ton with her huſband, | tet Bn 


7 1 Peter 


— 
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Peter lieyed the orders of his mifireſ | 
with alacrity, for they were warmly ſe- 
conded by his own, curiofity. All his 


= endeavours were, however, fruitleſs; he 
t never dared to. follow La Motte near 
enough to obſerve the place of his laſt 
retreat. Her impatience thus heightened 


by delay, and her paſſion ſtimulated by 
difficulty, Madame La Motte now re- 


ſolxed to apply to her buſband for 2 
explanation of his conduct. A 


Aſter ſome conſideration, concernin Fg 


| 5 the manner moſt likely to ſucceed with 


him, ſhe went to La Motte, but when 
Me entered the room where he ſat, for- 


getting all her concerted addreſs, ſhe fell 
4 ** feet, "ng Was, for ae Daene 


and diſtreſs ba aid the e e of 


it, and was anſwered, that it was capſed 
by his own conduct. My conduct! 


What part of it, pray * inquired he. 


«© Your reſerve, your feeret ſorrow, 
6 and frequent abſence from the abbey.” 
5+ | 4 £2 SRI wu Is 


[ 27 J 
Is it then ſo wonderful, that a man, 
« who has loſt almoſt every thing, ſhould 
« ſometimes lament his misfortunes ? or 
« ſo criminal to attempt concealing his 
« grief, that he muſt be blamed for it by 


« thoſe, ; whom he would, ſave from the 


by pain of ſharing it? 

HFaving uttered theſe monde, he quitted 
"ths room, leaving Madame La Motte 
loſt in farpriſe, but ſomewhat relieyed 
from the preſſure of her former ſuſpi- 
cions. Still, however, ſhe purſued Ade> 
line with an eye of ſcrutiny; and the maſk 
. of kindneſs would fometimes fall off, and 
diſcover the features: of diſtruſt. Ade- 
line, without exactly knowing Why, felt 
leſs at eaſe and leſs happy in ber pre- 
ſence than formerly ; her ſpirits drooped, a 
and ſhe would often, when alone, weep 
at the ſorlornneſs of her condition. For- 
merly, her remembrance of paſt ſuffer, 
ings was loſt in the friendſhip of Madame 7 
La Motte; now, though her behaviour 7 
F 4 * was | 
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was 100 guarded to betray any ütriking 
inſtance of unkindneſs, there was ſome- 


| thing in her manner which chilled the 


hopes of Adeline, unable as ſhe was to 
analyſe it. But a circumſtance which 


| ſoon occurred, ſuſpended, for a while, 


the jealouſy of Madame La Motte, and 
rouſed her huſband from band ſtate of 
gloomy KupefaCtion. | 0907 91 
Peter, having as 0 one PPT to Bs 
boine, for the weekly ſupply of provi- 
fiotis, lretutbed with intelligence that 
Aken ed in La n new eh 
fih Ann anxiety; by 

Ob, Sir! I've oh d bniihing that 

% Ras "afloniſhed me, as” well it may,” 


 eriell Peter, and fo it will you; when 
you come to know it. As I was ſtand- 


{ing in the blackſmith's ſhop, while 
er the ſmith was driving a nail into the 


r hotfe" 8 ſhoe (by the bye, the horſe loſt 


«it in an odd ways Fit tell you ; Sir, | 


bow wag 


_« Nay, 
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* Nay, prithee leave it till another 
c time, and £0 on with your ſtory. ä 

Why then, Sir, as I was ſtanding 
ce in the blackſmith's ſhop, comes in a 
© man with a pipe in his mouth, and a 
« large pouch of tobacco 1 in his hand” — 

«© Well what has the oe to dowith 
the ſtory ES | 

- Nay, Sir, you put me out; I can't 
« oO on, unleſs you let me tell. t my own 
60 way. As I was faying=with a pipe 
«.jn his mouth—I think 1 was there, 

© your Honour; Woo lt OL DAS 

e Tee, M 1th 1 es aft 7 

« He ſets himſelf Ne on _ bench, 
and, taking the | pipe from his mouth, 
6 ſays to the blackſmith, Neighbour, 
“do you know any body of the name of 
© La Motte, hereabouts?—Bleſs your 
“Honour, I turned all of a cold ſweat 
© in a minute !--Is. not your Honour 
« well, ſhall I fetch you any thing?“ 

No- but be brief i in 1 narra· 

bg; * tive,” E 
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* Ia Motte! La Motte! aid the 
6 blackſmith, 1 think Pye heard the 


66 © name.” — * Have you 5 ſaid. 


& you're cunning then, for there's no 
60 ſuch r e, to my Know- 


| _ 2 


175 Wt i did you ls that?” 
40 Becauſe Idid not want them to know 
ge your Honour was here; and if I had 


E not managed very cleverly, they 
would have found me out. There is 
4 no ſuch perſon, hereabouts,. to my 


« knowledge, ſays I,. Indeed! ſays 


ee the blackſmith, you dn, more of the 
4 neighbourhood than I do then.” 


„Aye, fays. the man with the pipe, 


; & that's very true;. | How: came you. to- | 
know fo, much of the. neighbourhood ? ? 
© came here twenty- fix years ago, come 


“next St. Michael, and you know more 


: - © that 1 de. How eame OS Lager 
4% much??? 
Wich that he put his pipe in h 


2 Os and * a whiff full in my 
*. face. 


& 


C9 T 
face. Lord! your Honour, I trem- © 
* bled from head to foot. Nay, as for 
« that matter, ſays I, I don't know more 
© than other people; but I'm fure 1 
c never heard of ſuch a man as that.” — 
Pray, ſays the blackſmith, ſtaring! me 
«*fult in the face, an't you the man that 
as inquiring ſome time ſince about 
„Saint Clair's Abbey?“ — , Wall, 
« what of that 7 ſays I; what does that 
« prove? Why, they ſay, ſome- 
* body lives in the abbey now, faid the 
man, turning to the other; and, for 
4 aught I know, it may be this Game Lz 
5 Moite.” — “ Aye, or for aught L 
+ know either, ſays the man with the 
pipe, getting up from the bench, and 
you know more of this than you'll 

* own. IIIb lay my life on't, this Mon- 
* fieur La Motte lives at the abbe y. 
c Aye, ſays I, you are out there, 28 | 
he _ not live at the abbey now.” 

* Confornd your folly !” ſed La 
Motte ; te but be enn the | 
matter end). 1 
(„ 
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My Maſter does not live there now, 
« faid 1. Oh! oh! ſaid the man with 


5 ce the Pipe, he is your Maſter, then? 


& And pray how long has he leſt the 
4 abbey—and where does he live now ?” 
«Hold, ſaid I, not ſo faſt— I know 


e hen to ſpeak and when to hold my 
et tongue—but who has been! inquiring 


ce for hitn ?” 
4 What! he expected ſomebody to 


Ws. inquire for him? ſays'the man.” —— 
No, fays I, he did not, but if he did, 
ec hat does that prove? — that argues 
* nothing.“ With that, he looked at the 
ce blackfinith, and they went out of tne 


c fhop together, leaving my horſe's ſhoe 
« yndone. But I never minded that, for 


_ - « the moment they were gone, I mount- 


ed and rode away as faſt as I could, 


"0? But i in my fright,” your Honour, 1 for- 


ol got to take the round- en way, and 


8 © ſo came ſtraight home.” - 


14 Motte, extremely ſhocked 
Peter's intellig gence, _ no other by 


ply. 
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by y than by curſing his folly, and im- 
mediately went in ſearch of Madame, 
who was walking with Adeline on the 
banks of the river. La Motte was too 
much agitated to ſoſten his information 
by preface: © We are diſcovered !'” 
ſaid he, the King” s officers have been 
< inquiring for me at Auboine, - and 
c Peter has blundered upon my ruin!“ 
He then informed her of what Peter had 
related, and bade her PRs to quit the: 
abbey. | 
«But whither can we e fly * Gd Ma- 
dame La Motte, ſcarcely able to ſupport: 
herſelf. —* Any where!“ ſaid he; to 
* ſtay here is certain deſtruction. - We 
«© muſt take refuge in Switzerland, I 
4 think. If any part of France would 
have concealed me, * it my * 

* this? 

Alas, how are we perfected le re 

joined Madame. This ſpot is e 
2 made comfortable „ before we are ob- 


66 "Oy | 


* 
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40 Iiged to leave it, and go we know not 


„ whither.” 


] with we may not know mhither,” 


replied. La Motte, © that is the leaſt 


ec evil that threatens us. Let us eſcape: 
« a priſon, and I care not whither we 

6 go. But return to the abbey 1 imme - 
« Giately, 2 pack up what moveables. 


* you can.” A flood of tears came to 
the relief of Maducen La Motte, and ſhe 


hung upon Adeline's arm, filent and 
trembling. Adeline, though ſhe had no 
comſort to beſtow, endeavoured to com- 
mand her feclings and appear compoſed. 


4 Come,” faid La Motte, we waſte 
time; let ns lament hereafter, but at 
5 i preſent prepare for flight. Exert a lit- 
ec tle of that fortitude, which is ſo ne- 


66: ceflary for our preſervation. Adeline: 
„does not weep, yet her ſtate is as 


c wretched as your own, for F know not 


« how: 5 I ſhall be able ce protect 


| rat 


N otwith- 
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Notwithſtanding her terror, this re- 
proof touched the pride of Madame La 
Motte, who dried her tears, but diſ- 
dained to reply, and looked at Adeline 
with a ſtrong exprefſion of diſpleaſure. 
As they moved ſilently toward the ab- 
bey, Adeline aſked La Motte if he was 
ſure they were the King's officers, who 
inquired for him.—“ I cannot doubt 
« it,” he replied; who elſe could pu 
« fibly inquire for me ? Beſides, the be- 
«© haviour of the man, who mentioned 
my name, puts: the matter n a 

* queſtion.“ 

„ Perhaps not,” faid Madame Js 
Motte: © let us wait till morning ere 
© we ſet off. oma oh then find = will 1 
© be unneceſſary r "15552 | 
We may, indeed; the King'sof. 

« ficers. would probably by that time 
have told us as much.” La Motte 
went to give orders to Peter get off 
1 in an hour!“ faid Peter, « Lord bleſs 

— . 091 Mater 4 ! only confider the coach 

* | Ped; f ET wheel: | 


\ 
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46 Wheel: it would take me a day at 
«Jeaſt to mend it, for your Honour 
% knows 1 never mended one in N 
JJ 
This was a eee which Ml 
35 Motte had entirely overlooked. When 
tmey ſettled at the abbey, Peter had at 
firſt been too buſy in repairing the apart- 
ments, to remember the carriage; and 
aſterwards, believing it would not 
quickly be wanted, he had neglected to 
do it. La Motte's temper now entirely 
ſorſook Him, and with many execrations 
he ordered him to go to work imme- 
diately: but on ſearching for the mate- 
85 rials formerly brought, they were no 
i. - where to be found, and Peter at lengtn 
remembered, though he was prudent 
| enough to conceal this circumſtance, that 
| he haduſed the nails i mes the ab- 
. 
þ 
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= #8 was now, . impoffiblet to . 
4 quit the foreſt that night, and La Motte 
had only to conſider the moſt probable 
_ plan of. concealment, ould the officers 
KH TT IRE. 
| £ | - 


! 


through which he muſt. paſs, and he 


„ 

of juſtice viſit the ruin before morn- 
ing; a circumſtance, which the thought- 
leſſneſs of Peter, in returning from Au- 
boine by vie gn way, made not un- 


likely. d if 
At Fr indeed, it oceurrkd to uin 


that, though his family could not be re- 


moved, he might himſelf take one of the 

horſes, and See from the foreſt before 
night. But he thought there would ſtill 
be ſome danger of detection in the towns” 


could not well bear the idea of leaving 
his family unprotected, without Know- 
ing when he could return to them, or 
whither he could direct them to follow 
him. La Motte was not a man of very 
vigorous reſolution, and he was, per- 
haps, rather more villing to ſuffer in 
company than alone. 

After much confideration, he reel 


lected the trap · door of the cloſet belong- 


| ing to the chambers above: it was in- | 


riſible to the e eye, and, whatever might 
be 


A 
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be its direction, it would ſecurely ſhelter 
kim, at leaſt, from diſcovery. Having 


deliberated farther upon the ſubject, he 


determined to explore the roceſs to 


which the ſtairs led, and thought it poſ- 
ſible, that for a ſhort time his whole fa- 
mily might be concealed within it. 


There was little time between the ſug- 


geſtion of the plan and the execution of 

his purpoſe, for darkness was ſpreading 
around, and, in every murmur of the 
_ wind, he thought he heard _ voices of 


his enemies, 

He called for 2 light and aſcended 
alone to the chamber, When he came 
to the cloſet, it was ſome time before he 


could find the trap- door, ſo exactly did 


it correſpond with the boards of the floor. 
At length, he found and raiſed it. The 


chill damps of long-confined air ruſhed 
from the aperture, and he ſtood for a mo- 
++ ment to let them pals, 
As he ſtood looking down the abyſs, he 
rccollected the report. which Peter had 


ere he deſcended, 


brou ghet 


* 
— 4 


. , * 0 n 
£ 2 540: N 1 4 n DM. P aa 8 FO pl * 
e I 6 ra. 22 n N 4 WS 5 ay 3 1 4 3 4 2 „ 
i, e . / OE NS © WE e 


r 
. IS * THE 
=, gl Wee 


5 WE 
brought concerning the abbey, and it 
gave him an unealy ſenſation; but this 
ſoon yielded to more preſſing intereſts. 
The ſtairs were ſteep, and in many 
places trembled beneath his weight. 
Having continued to deſcend for ſome 
time, his feet touched the ground, and 
he found himſelf in a narrow paſſage: 
but as he turned to purſue it, the damp 
vapours curled round him and extin+ 

guiſhed the light. He called aloud for 
Peter, but could make nobody hear, 
and, after ſome time, he endeavoured 
to find his way up the ſtairs. In this, 
with difficulty, he ſucceeded, and, paſ- 
fing the chambers with- cautious RW 
deſcended the tower. 

The ſecurity, which the * de bad 
jut quitted ſeemed to promiſe, was of 
too much importance to be ſlightly re- 
jected, and he determined immediately 
to make another experiment with the 
light W baving now fixed it in a lan- 
. he defended a ſocond time toche 
F 


. 
paſſage.” The current of vapours occa- 
Roned by the opening of the trap- door 
was abated, and the freſh air thence ad- 
mitted had began to circulate : W La 
Motte paſſed on unmoleſted. 
The paſſage was of 3 
length, and led him to a door, which was 
faſtened. He placed the lanthorn at 
ſome diſtande, to avoid the current ata 
and applied his ſtrength to the door: 
ſhook under his hands, but did not Gd, 


Upon examining it more cloſely, he per- 


ceived the wood round the lock was de- 
cayed, probably by the damps; and this 

encouraged him to proceed. After ſome 

time it gave way to his effort, aud he 
found himſelf in a ſquare ſtone room. 
He ſtood for ſome time to — it. 
The walls, which were dripping: with ut | 
wholeſome dews, were entirely bart an 


afforded not even a window. [A fecal 


iron grate alone admitted the air. At. 
the farther end, near a low receſs, was 


555 another door. La Motte went, towards 


3». 
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it, and, as he paſſed, looked into the re- 
ceſs. . Upon the ground within it, ſtood 
a large cheſt; which he went forward to 
examine, and, lifting the lid, he ſaw the 
remains of a human fkeletoh.. Horror 
ſtruck upon his heart, and he involun - | 
tarily ſtepped back. During a pauſe of 
ſome moments, his firſt emotions ſub-- 
ſided. That thrilling. curioſity, which 
objects of terror often excite in the hu- 

man mind, impelled him to take a 5 
cond. view of tliis diſmal ſpectacle. 

La Motte ſtood motionleſs nee J 

the object before him ſeemed to eonfirm 

tho report that ſome perſon had formerly 
6 been murdered in the abbey;: At length; | 

te cloſed. the cheſt, and advanced to: 
the ſecond door, which alſo, was faſt- 
_ ened, but the key was in the lock. He 
turned it with difficulty, and then found 0 
the door was held by two ſtrong bolts, 
Having undrawa theſe, it diſcloſed/ a 

flight of ſteps, which he deſfp alen, 

they terminated in a chain of * n. 
in 


I+- 
3 
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pretice cells; that, from the manner -of 
theircotiſtradtion and preſent condition, 
fſeemed to have been coeval with the 
moſt. ancient parts of the abbey. La 
Motte, in his then depreſſed ſtate of 
mind, thought them the burial places of 
i monks, who formerly itihabited the 
+ pileſkbove; but they were more calcu- 
lated" for places of penanice for the li · 
ving, thaw of reſt ſor ti dee. 
Having reached the extremity of theſe” 
cells, the way was again cloſed by a door. 
EA Motte nem heſitated whether he 
| ould attempt to proceed any farther. 
The preſent ſpot ſecmed! to afford the 
ſecurity he ſought. Here he might paſs 
| the night ummoleſted by apprebenfion 
of diſcovery, and it was moſt probable, | 
that if the officers. arrived i in the night, 
| auc ſbuntk the abbey x vacated, they would 
| quit it before morning, or, at leaſt, be- 
core de could have any occaſion to 
Steige fom conceatment. "Theſe con- 


|  Sertlotorettored His ain to late et 
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greater compoſure. His only immeGate 
care was to bring his family, as ſoon as 
poſſible, to this place of ſecurity, left the 
_ officers ſhould come unawares upon 
them ; and, while he ſtood thus W 
he blamed himſelf for delay. | 
But an irreſiſtible deſire of — 
what this door led, arreſted his. ſteps, 
and he turned to open it: the door, 
however, was faſtened, and, as he at- 
tempted to force it, he ſuddenly thought 
he heard a noiſe above. It now occur- 
red to him, that the. officers might al. 
ready have arrived, and he quitted the 
cells with precipitation, andi to 
liſten at the trap door. 

There, faid he, I may walti in ſe⸗ 
curity, and perhaps hear ſomething 
« of what paſſes. My family will not 
" - © be known, or, at leaſt, not hurt, and 
their uneaſineſs on my account, they 

they muſt learn to ende. 4 

Theſe were the arguments of La 

Motte, in which, it muſt be owned, 

| ſelfiſn 


ES ²˙ A I a GA 1 Ha eh 


— 
— 


L 144 J 
ſelfiſh prudence was more LI FARM 
than tender anxiety for his wife. He had 
by this time reached the bottom of the 
ſtairs, when, on looking up, he perceived 
the trap-door was left open, and aſcend- 
ing in haſte to cloſe it, he heard foot- 
ſteps advancing through the chambers 
above. Before he could deſcend entirely | 
cout of ſight,” he again looked up and 
| perceived through the aperture the face 
of a man looking down upon him. 
4 Maſter,” eried Peter; La Motte was 
1 ſomewhat relieved at the ſound of his 
voice, though angry that he had. _ 
- Goned him ſo much terror. 
4 What brings you here; and What! is 
4 the matter-below ?” > FO 
Nothing, Sir, nothidlg' 8 the matter, | 
4 only, my miſtreſs ſent me to ſee oe: 
i en Honour. 
| eee ee ald La 


mne, nee e fir. E 
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Jes, Sir, there is my miſtreſs and 
66 Mader noiſelle Adeline, and“ | 
1 Weh ſaid La Motte, brilk⸗ 8 
y go your ways, I am coming.” 
He informed Madame La Motte 
where-he had been, and of his intention 
of ſecreting himſelf, and deliberated upon 
the means of convincing the officers, 
ſhould they arrive, that he had quitted 
the abbey. . For this purpoſe, he order- 
ed all the moveable furniture to be con- 
veyed to the cells below. La Motte him- 
ſelf aſſiſted in the buſineſs, and every hand 
was employed for diſpatch. In a very 
ſhort time, the habitable part of the fa- 
bric was leſt almoſt as deſolate as he 
had found it. He then bade Peter take 
the horſes to a diſtance from the abbey, 
and turn them looſe. After farther con- 


fideration, he thought it might oontri- 


bute to miſlead the officers, if he placed 
in ſome conſpicuous part of the fabric ann 
inſcription, ſignifying his condition, and 
mentioning the date of his CO . 
Vor. 1. 1 from 
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from the abbey. Over the door of the 
tower, which led to the habitable part 
of the ſtructure, he, thereſore, cut the 
following lines: & 1 


« O. ye! 7 * en may lead to his ſpot, 
Learn that there are others as miſerable as your- 
6 « ſelves.” 8 


\ 


88 3 X— a \ wretched exile, "A ght 
within theſe walls a refuge from perſecution, on 
the 25th of April, 1658, and quitted them on the 
' 22th of July in the fame year, in ſearch of a more 

a donvenient * 


— 
— 


Aſter engraving theſe words with a knife, 
the ſmall ſtock of proviſions remaining 
from the week's ſupply (for Peter, in 
His fright, had returned unloaded from 
his laſt journey) was put into a baſket, 
and, La Motte having aſſembled his 
family, they all aſcended the ſtairs of the 
tower, and paſſed through the chambers 
to the cloſet. Peter went firſt with a 
light, and with ſome difficulty found the 
ar ger. Madame La Motte ſhud- 
dAemEéred 


% ASE. So. 


.dered as ſhe ſurveyed the gloomy abyſs 


1 497 } 


but they were all ſilent. 
La Motte now took the light W led 
the way; Madame followed, and then 
Adeline. Theſe old monks loved good 
« wine, as well as other people, ſaid Pe- 


ter, who brought up the rear, I warrant 


5 your Honour, now, this was their cel- 
lar; I ſmell the caſks already.“ 

6 Peace, ſaid La Motte, ds 
ce your jokes for a proper occaſion.” - 
There is no harm in loving good wine, 
e as your Honour knows. 

Have done with this buffoonery,” 


"fad La Motte; in a tone more authorita- 


tive, * and go firſt.” Peter obeyed. 
They came to the vaulted room. The 
diſmal ſpectacle he had ſeen here, deter- 
red La Motte from paſſing the night in 
this chamber; and the furniture had, by 
his own order, been conveyed to the cells 
below. He was anxious that his family 
ſhould not perceive the ſkeleton; an ob- 
jo which would, probably, excite a 
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Wen they reached the cells, Madame 


1 ] 


degroe of horror not to be overcome du- 
ring their ſtay. La Motte now paſſed the 


. cheſt in haſte; and Madame La Motte 


and Adeline were too much engroffed by 


their own thoughts, to give minute attcn- 


tion to external circumſtances. 


La Motte wept at the neceffity which 
condemned her to a ſpot ſo diſmal. 


Alas,“ ſaid ſhe, * are we, indeed, thus 


« reduced? The apartments above, ſor- 


« merly appeared to me a deplorable ha- | 


e bitation ; but they are a pros oom · 
5 1 to theſe.” 5 
„True, my a ſaid La 1 


ee and let the remembrance of what you 


* once thought them,. ſoothe your diſ- 


content now; theſe cells are alto a 


et palace, compared to the Bicetre, or the 
. Baſtille, and to the terrors of farther 
« puniſhment, which would accompany 


is them: let the apprehenſion of the 
. 1 7 8 0 eri teach gs 


endure the 
«leis; 


* 
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« leſs; I am contented if we find here 
« the refuge I ſee] 5 
Madame La Motte was filent, and | 
Adeline, forgetting her late unkindneſs, 
endeavoured as much as ſhe couldto con- 
ſole her; white herheart was finking with 
the misfortunes, which ſhe could not 
but anticipate, ſhe appeared compoſed, 
and even cheerful. . She attended Ma- 
dame La Motte with the moſt watchful 
| ſolicitude, and felt ſo thankful that La 
Motte was now ſecreted within this re- 
ceſs, that ſhe almoſt loſt her perception 
of its glooms and inconveniences. 
This ſhe artleſſly expreſſed to him, 
| who could not be inſeniſible to the ten- 
derneſs it diſcovered. Madame La Motte 
was alſo ſenfible of it, and it renewed a 
painful ſenſation. The effuſions of grati- 
tude ſhe miſtook for thoſe of tenderneſs. 
La Motte returned frequently to the 
trap-door, to lifien if any body was in 
the abbey ; but no ſound diſturbed the 
SO night; at lengththey fat down 
83 to 


„„ 


to ſupper; the repaſt was a melancholy 


one. If the officers do not come 
© hither to night,” ſaid Madame La 
Motte, ſighing, © ſuppoſe my dear, Pe- 


A ter returns to Auboine to- morrow; he 


may there learn ſomething more of 
this affair; or, at leaſt, he might pro- 
e cure a carriage to convey us hence.” 

To be ſure he might,“ ſaid La 
Motte, peeviſhly; © and people to attend 
« it alſo. Peter would be an excellent 
5 perſon to ſhew the officers: the way 
« to the abbey, and to inform them of 
«© what they might elſe be in doubt 
about, my concealment here. 
How cruel is this ironry!“ replied 
Madame La Motte, I propoſed only 


4e what I thought would be for our mu- 


« tual good; my judgment was, per- 


haps, wrong, but my intention was 


« certainly right. Tears ſwelled into 


her eyes as ſhe ſpoke theſe words. Ade- 


line wiſhed to relieve her; bat delicacy - 
* her ſilent. La Motte obſerved the 
- effect 


| 1 
effect of his ſpeech, and ſomething like 
remorſe touched his heart. He ap- 
proached, and taking her hand, You 
«© muſt allow for the perturbation of my 
mind,“ ſaid he, „I did not mean to 
« afflict you thus. The idea of ſending 


Peter to Auboine, where he hasalready | 


« done ſo much harm by his blunders, 
«© teaſed me, and I could not let it paſs 
© unnoticed. No, my dear, our only 
te chance of ſafety is to remain where we 
e are while our proviſions laſt. If the 
t officers do not come here to-night, | 
« they probably wilt to-morrow, - or, 
perhaps, the next day. When they 
have ſearched the abbey, without find- 
ing me, they will depart ; we may 
then emerge from this receſs, and take 
« meaſures for n to a diſtant 
* country.“ ö 15 

Madame La Motte acknowledged the | 
juſtice of his words, and her mind being 
relieved by the little apology he had 
made, ſhe became tolerably cheerful. 
| G 4 Supper 


* 


_ © proſpect was gloomy— was terrible 
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Supper 3 ended, La Motte ſtationed 
the faithful, though ſimple, Peter, at the 
foot of the ſteps that aſcended to the 
cloſet, there to keep watch during the 
night. Having done this, he returned 
to the lower cells, where he had left his 
little family. The beds were ſpread, 


and having mournſully bade each other 


Sad night, thay uud downs ond in. 


Plored reſt. 

Adeline's . were hon buſy to 
ſuffer her to repoſe, and when the be- 
Heved her companians were ſunk influm- 
ber, the indulged the ſorrow which 


reflection. brought. She alſo looked for- 


ward to the ſuture with the moſt mourn- 
dul apprehenſion. Should La Motte 
« be ſeized, what was to become of 
„her? She would then be a wanderer 
ce jn the wide world; without friends to 
«protect, or money to fupport her; the 


She ſurveyed it and ſnuddered! The diſ- 
treſſes too 1 Monſieur and Madame La 
e e Motte, 
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Motte, whom ſhe loved with the moſt 
lively affection, formed no inconſiderable 
part of her's. 

Sometimes ſhe looked back to her fa- 
ther; but in him ſhe only ſaw an enemy, 
from whom ſhe muſt fly: this remem- 
brance heightened her ſorrow; yet it was 
not the recollection of the ſuffering he 
had occaſioned her, by which ſhe was ſo 
much afflicted, as by the ſenſe of his un- 
kindneſs : ſhe wept bitterly. At length, 
with that artlefs piety, which innocence 
only knows, ſhe addreſſed the Supreme 
Being, and refigned herfelf to his care. 
Her mind then gradually became peace- 
ful and re- aſſured, and ſoon after I” 
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| 'T HE night paſſed without any alarm ; 


Peter had remained upon his poſt, and 
heard nothing that prevented his ſleeping. 
La Motte heard him, long before he faw 
him, moſt muſically ſnoring ; ; thoughit 


muſt be owned there was more of . the 


baſs, than of any other part of the gamut 


in his performance. He was ſoon rouſed 
by the bravura of La Motte, whoſe notes 


ſounded diſcord to his ears, and deſtroyed 


| > torpor of his tranquillity. 


„God bleſs you, Maſter, what's the 
8 matter ?” cried Peter, waking % are 


e they come?” 


0 . ſor aught you care, they might 
- of e bo 


Od bn + 8 . q c - N 858 X g & 

e | 9 2 5 2 5 $9 PALL... 8 n 88 RS OE: 3 9 2 

F E a - GRIT HTA Tf OL.» 2 - 8 r 8 IB 7 . 
Wr R EEE IS, OLI NINE SD 1 re rere n e 


88 
it. 


A Rani bird 3 4 
ns AY 3 
F 
£ LE L0G SY 1, — 


1 


ce be come. Did I place you here to 


« ſleep, firrah ?” 
*© Bleſs you, Maſter,” nia Peter, 


_ « ſleep is the only comfort to be had 
« here; I'm ſure I would not deny it to 
« a dog in ſuch a place as this.” | 
Las Motte ſternly queſtioned him con- 
cerning any noiſe he might have heard 
in the night, and Peter full as ſolemnly 
proteſted he had heard none; an aſſer- 
tion which was ſtrictly true, for he had 
enjoyed the comfort of being aſlcep the 


- whole time. 


La Motte aſcended to the relies 
and liſtened attentively. No ſounds 
were heard, and, as he ventured to lift it, 
the full light of the ſun burſt upon his 
ſight, the morning being now far ad- 
vanced ; he walked ſoftly along the 
chambers, and looked through a Win- 
dow; no perſon was to be ſeen. En- 
couraged by this apparent ſecurity, he 


ventured down the ſtairs of the tower, 


and entered the firſt apartment. He was 
G6 - proceeding. 


\ 


„„ 
proceeding towards the ſecond, when, 
ſuddenly recollecting himſelf, he firſt 

peeped through the creviee of the door, 
which ſtood half open. He looked, and 
diſtinctly ſaw a perſon fitting near the 
window, upon which his arm reſted. 
The 'diſcovery ſo much ſhocked him, 
that for a moment he loſt all preſence of 
mind, and was utterly unable to move 
from the ſpot. The perſon, whoſe back 
. was towards him, aroſe, and turned his 
| head. La Motte now recovered him- 
ſelf, and quitting the apartment as quick- 
Iy, and, at the fame time, as ſilently as 
poſſible, aſcended to the cloſet. He 
raiſed the trap-door, but before he cloſed 
it, heard the footſteps of a perſon enter- 
ing the outer chamber. Bolts, or ther 
faſlening to the trap there was none; 
and his ſecurity depended ſolely upon 
de exact correſpondence of the boards. 
Tube outer door of the ſtone room had 
no means of deſence; and the faſtenings 
of the inner one were on the wrong fide 
PIE. SE to 
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r 
to afford him ſecurity, even till ſome 
means of eſeape eould be found. 

When he reached this room, he pau- 
ſed, and heard diſtinctly, perſons walk- 
ing in the cloſet above. While he was 

liſtening, he heard a voice call him by 
name, and he inſtantly fled to the cells 
below, expecting every moment to hear 
the trap liſted, and the footſteps of pur- 
ſuit; but he was fled beyond the reach 
of hearing either. Having thrown him- 
ſelf on the ground, at the fartheſt ex- 
tremity of the vaults, he lay for ſome 
time breathleſs with agitation. Madame 
La Motte and Adeline, in the utmoſt 
terror, inquired what had happened. 
It was ſome time before he could ſpeak ; 
when he did, it was almoſt unneceſſary, 
for the diſtant noiſes, which ſounded - 
from above, informed the OY of a part 
of the truth. 
The ſounds did not ſeem to approach, 
but Madame La Motte, unable to com- 


= mand her terror, ſuricked aloud: this re- 
5 doubled 
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| doubled the diſtreſs of La Motte. 8 You. 
© have already deſtroyed me,” cried he; 
ce that ſhriek has informed them where 
cc J am.” He traverſed the cells with 
claſped hands and quick ſteps. Adeline 
ſtood pale and ſtill as death, ſupporting 
Madame La Motte, whom, with diffi- 


- culty, ſhe prevented from fainting, Oo! 


« Dupras! .Dupras! you are already 
% avenged !” faid he, in a voice that 


ſeemed to burſt from his heart: there 


was a pauſe of filence. © But why 
* ſhould I deceive myſelf with a hope 
«of eſcaping ?” he reſumed, © why do I 
e wait here for their corning ? Let me 
«rather end theſe torturing pangs by 
" * een into their: opened at 
* once.“ 

As he Spoke; he moved towards the 
door, but the diſtreſs of Madame 'La 
Motte arreſted his ſteps. * Stay,” faid 


\ the, for my ſake, ſtay; do not leave 


„me thus, nor throw yourſelf volun- 
2 tarily upon defiruction ! R 


6c Surelv, 5 


ip} 
« Surely, Sir,” ſaid Adeline, © you 
« are too precipitate; this deſpair is uſe- 
« leſs, as it is ill- founded. We hear no 
« perſon approaching; if the officers 
had diſcovered the trap-door, they 
© would certainly have been here before 
« now.” The words of Adeline ſtilled 
the tumult of his mind: the agitation of 
terror ſubſided :: and reaſon beamed a 
feeble ray upon his hopes. He liſtened 
attentively, and perceiving that all was 
filent, advanced with caution to the ſtone 
room, and thence to the foot of the 
ſtairs that led to the trap-door. It was 
cloſed ; no ſound was heard above. 
He watched a long time, and the 
filence continuing, his hopes ſtrengthen- 
ed, and, at length, he began to believe 
that the officers had quitted the abbey; 
the day, however, was ſpent in anxious 
watchfulneſs. He did not dare to un- 
cloſe the trap-door ; and he frequently 


thought he heard diſtant noiſes. - It was 


evident, PRE that the ſecret of the 
ee 


[ 6 


cloſet” had eſcaped diſcovery ; and on 


this circumftance he juſtly founded his 
ſecurity. The following night was paſ- 


fed, like the day, ene Hope, ben 
; en watching. = 


But the . of hunger now 


threatened them. The proviſions, whieh 


had been diftributed with the niceſt eco- 
nomy, were nearly exhauſted, and the 
moſt deplorable conſequences might be 
expected from their remaining longer in 


__ concealment. Thus circumftanced, La 


Motte deliberated upon the moſt. pru- 
dent method of proceeding, There 
appeared no other alternative, than to 


ſend Peter to Auboine, the only town 


from which he could return within the 


time preſcribed by their neceſſities. There 
was game, indeed, in the foreſt; but 


Peter could neither handle a gun, or uſe 


a fiſhing - rod to any advantage. 


It was; therefore, agreed he ſhould go 


to Auboine ſor a ſupply of proviſions, 
—— ˙ arſon 


4 mending 


1 
mending the coach wheel, that they 
might have ſome ready conveyance from 
the foreſt. - La Motte forbade Peter to 
| aſk any queſtions concerning the people 
who had inquired for him, or take any 
methods for diſcovering whether they 
had quitted the country, leſt his blunders 
ſhould again betray him, He ordered 
him to be entirely filent as to theſe ſub- 
jets, and to-finiſh his buſineſs, and leave 
the place with all paſſible diſpaten. 
A difficulty yet remained to be over- 
come W ho fhould firſt venture abroad 
into the abbey, to learn whether it was 
vacated by the officers of juſtice? La 
Motte conſidered, that if he was again 
ſeen, he ſhould be effectually betrayed; 
which could not be / certain, if one of 
bis family was obſerved, for they were 


neceſſary, however, that the perſon he 
ſent ſhould have courage enough to go 
through with the inquiry, and wit enough 
to conduct it with caution. Peter, per- 

. haps, 


each unknown to the officers. It was 
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> haps, had the firſt ; but was certainly 


deſtitute of the laſt. ' Annette had nei- 
ther. La Motte looked at his wife, and 
aſked her, if, for his ſake, ſhe dared to 
venture. Her heart ſhrunk from the 


propoſal, yet ſhe was unwilling to re- 


fuſe, or appear indifferent upon a point 


- ſo effential to the ſafety of her huſband. 


Adeline obſerved in her countenance the 
agitation of her mind; and, ſurmounting 


the fears which had hitherto kept her 


filent, ſhe offered herſelf to go. 
They will be leſs likely to offend 
ic me,” ſaid the, 10 than a man.“ Shame 
would not ſuffer La Motte to accept her 
offer; and Madame, touched by the 
magnanimity of her conduct, felt a mo- 


mentary renewal of all her former Kind- 
neſs. Adeline preſſed her propoſal ſo 
warmly, and ſeemed ſo much in earneſt, 


that La Motte began to heſitate. You 


Sir, ſaid ſhe, ** once preſerved me 
te from the moſt imminent danger, and 


E 177 N kindneſs has ſince PI me, 
h 15 Do 
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Po not refuſe me the ſatisfaction of 
« deſerving your goodneſs by a grate- 
« ful return of it. Let me go into the 
te abbey, and if, by ſo doing, I ſhould 
e preſerve you from evil, I ſhall be ſut- 
« ficiently rewarded for what little dan- 
te ger I may incur, for my pleaſure will 
« beat leaſt equal to your's. £ 
Madame La. Motte could ſcarcely: re- 
frain from tears as Adeline ſpoke; and 
La Motte, ſighing deeply, faid, © Well, 
be it ſo; go, Adeline, and from this 
© moment conſider me as your debtor.” 
Adeline ſtayed not to reply, but taking 
a light, quitted the cells, La Motte 
following to raiſe the trap door, and 
cautioning her to look, if poſſible, into 
every apartment, before ſhe entered it. 
* If you ſlould be ſeen,” ſaid he, you 
“ muſt account for your appearance ſo 
c as not to diſcover me. Your own pre- 
* ſence of mind may aſſiſt you, I cannot. 
© —God bleſs you!?“ : 


When 
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When ſhe was gone, Madame La 
_ Motte's admiration of her conduct began 
to yield to other emotions. Diſtruſt gra- 
dually undermined kindnefs, and jea- 
louſy raiſed ſuſpicions. It muſt be a 
« ſentiment more powerful than grati- 
« tude,” thought ſne, that could 
© teach Adeline to ſubdue her fears. 
«© What, but love, could influence her 


4 to a conduct ſo generous!” Madame 


La Motte, when ſhe found it impoſſible 
to account for Adeline's conduct, without 
alledging ſome intereſted motives for it, 
however her ſuſpicions might agree with 
the practice of the world, had ſurely for- 
- gotten how much ſhe once admired the 
— re 
friend. 
Adeline, mean while, aſcended to 
the chambers : : the cheerful beams of the 
ſun played once more upon her fight, 
and re- animated her ſpirits; ſhe walked 
lightly through the apartments, nor 
Mn till ſhe came to the ſtairs of the 
E tower. 


CC ws 3 


Here ſhe ſtood for ſome time, 
ket” ſounds met her ear, fave the ſigh· 
ing of the wind among the trees, and, 
at length, ſhe deſcended. She paſſed 
the apartments below, without ſeeing 
any perſon 4 and the little furniture that 
remained, ſeemed to ſtand exactly as ſhe 
had left it. She now ventured to look 
out from the tower: the only animate 
objects that appeared were the deer, 
quietly grazing under the ſhade of the 
woods. Her favourite little fawn diſtin- 
guiſhed Adeline, and came bounding to-- - 
wards her with ſtrong marks of joy. She 
was ſomewhat alarmed left the animal, 
being obſerved, . ſhould betray her, and 

walked ſwiftly awaythrough the cloiſters, 
She opened the door that led to the 
great hall of the abbey, but the paſſage 
was ſo gloomy and dark, that ſhe feared 
to enter it, and ſtarted back. It was ne- 
ceſſary, however, that ſhe ſhould exa - | 


mine farther, particularly on the oppoſite = 


fide . anti of which the bad hitherto 
h had | 
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had no view: but her fears returned 
when ſhe recollected how far it would 
lead her from her only place of refuge, 
and how difficult it would be to retreat. 
She heſitated what to do ; hut when ſhe 
recollected her obligations to La Motte, 
and conſidered this as, perhaps, her 
only opportunity of doing him a , | 
the determined to proceed, E 
As theſe thoughts paſſed rapidly over 
ie mind, ſhe raiſed her innocent looks to 
heaven, and breathed a filent prayer. 
With trembling ſteps ſhe proceeded over 
fragments of the ruin, looking anxiouſly 
around, and often ſtarting as the breeze 
ruſtled among the trees, miſtaking it for 
the whiſperings of men. She came to 
to the lawn which fronted the fabric, but 
no perſon was to be ſeen, and her ſpirits 
revived. The great door of the hall ſhe 
now endeavoured to open, but ſuddenly 
remembering that it was faſtened by La 
Motte's orders, ſhe proceeded to the 


north end of the abbey, and, having ſur- 
-veyed 
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veyed the proſpect around, as far as the 
thick foliage of the trees would permit, 
without perceiving any perſon, ſhe turn- 
ed her ſteps to the tower from which ſhe 
had iſſued. 

Adeline was now light of heart, and 
returned with impatience to inform La 
Motte of his ſecurity. In the cloiſters 
ſhe was again met by her little favourite, 
and ſtopped for a moment to-careſs it. 
The fawn ſeemed ſenfible to the ſound 
of her voice, and diſcovered new joy ; 
but while ſhe ſpoke, it ſuddenly ſtarted 
from. her hand, and looking. up, ſhe 
perceived the door of the paſlage, leading 
to the great hall, open, and a man in the 
habit of a ſoldier iſſue forth. 

With the ſwiſtneſs of an arrow the _ 

fled along the cloiſters, nor once yen- 
tured to look back; but a voice called to 
| her to top, and ſhe heard ſteps ad- 
vancing quick in purſuit. Before ſhe 
could reach the tower, her breath failed 
her, and ſhe leaned againſt a Pillar of 
| the 
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the ruin, pale and exhauſted. The man 
came up, and gazing at her with a ſtrong 
" expreſſion of ſurprize and curiofity, he 
aſſumed a gentle manner, aſſured her ſhe 
had nothing to fear, and inquired if ſhe 
| belonged to La Motte: obſerving that 
the ſtill looked terrified and remained 
filent, he repeated his n and his 
queſtion. _ 
MR know that he is concealed within 
« the ruin,” faid the ſtranger; the oc- 
cc caſion of his concealment I alſo know; 
te but it is of the utmoſt importance I 
„ ſhould ſee him, and he will then be 
„ convinced he has nothing to fear from 
me. Adeline trembled ſo exceſſively, 
'8 that it was with difficulty ſhe could ſup -· 
port herſelf-ſhe heſitated, and knewnot 
io . what to reply. Her manner ſeemed to 
q .  . confirm the ſuſpicions of the ſtranger, 
and her conſciouſneſs of this increaſed 
ber embarraſſment: he took advantage 
| of it to preſs her farther. Adeline, at 
Ss replied, that, * Motte had 


dome 
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ec Lund time fince reſided at the abbey.” 
“And does ſtill, Madam,” faid the 
| ſtranger ; lead me to where he may 
«© be found I muſt ſee him, and— 
« Never, Sir, replied Adeline, «and 
* | ſolemnly aſſure you, it will be in vain 
« to ſearch for him.” | 
« ThatI muſt try,” "WIE" he, * fince 
« you, Madam, will not affiſt me. io 
« have already followed him to ſome 
« chambers above, where I ſuddenly 
© loſt him: thereabouts he muſt be con- 
« cealed, and its plain, Danny they 
« afford ſome ſecret paſſage.” 
Without waiting Adeline's reply, he 
ſprung to the door of the tower. She 
now thought it would betray a conſeiouſ- 
neſs of the truth of his conjecture to fol- 
low him, and reſolved to remain below. 
But, upon farther conſideration, it oc- 
curred to her, that he might ſteal filently 
into the cloſet, and poſſibly ſurprize La 
Motte at the door of the trap. She, 
therefore  haſtened after him, that her 
Tolob. = :_ 
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voice might prevent the danger ſhe ap- 
prehended. He was already in the ſe- 
cond chamber, when ſhe overtook him; 
ſhe immediately began to ſpeak aloud. 
This room he ſearched with the moſt 
ſcrupulous care, but finding no private 
door, or other outlet, he proceeded to 
the cloſet : then it was, that it required 
all her fortitude to conceal her agitation. 
He continued the ſearch. « Within 
« theſe 'chambers I know he is con- 
« cealed,” ſaid he, though hitherto 
« I have not been able to diſcover how, 
It was hither I followed a man, whom 
4] believe to be him, and he could not 
« eſcape without a paſſage; I ſhall not 

« quit the place till J have found it.“ 

He examined ihe walls and the boards, 
5 but without diſcovering the diviſion of 
the floor which, indeed, ſo exac ly cor- 
reſponded, that La Motte himſelf had 
not perceived i by the eye, but by the 
trembling of be floor bencath his feet, 
Here is ſome mw WOT ſaid the ſtran- 


r. 
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ger, © which I cannot comprehend, and 
e perhaps never ſhall.” He was turning 
to quit the cloſet, when, who can paint 
the diſtreſs of Adeline, upon ſeeing the 
trap-door gently raiſed, and La Motte 
himſelf appear. Hah !” cried the 
ſtranger, advancing eagerly to him. La 
Motte ſprang forward, and they v were 
locked in each other's arms. 6 
The aſtoniſhment of Adeline, fow: a 
moment, ſurpaſſed even her former diſ- 
treſs ;- but a remembrance darted acroſs 
her mind, which explained the preſent 
ſcene, and before La Motte could ex- 
claim, “ My ſon “ ſhe knew the ſtran- 
ger as ſuch. Peter, who ſtood at the 
foot of the ſtairs and heard what paſſed 


above, flew to acquaint his miſtreſs with 
ol the joyful diſcovery, and, in a few mo- 
or- ents, ſhe was folded in the embrace of 
1ad Wer ſon. This ſpot, jo lately the manſion 
the pf deſpair, ſeemed metamorphoſed into 


he palace ee and thewalls echoed 
. 


„ 
only to the accents of j joy and « con gras 
tulation. 

The joy of Peter on this occaſion was 
beyond expreſſion: he acted a perfect 
Pantomime he capered about, clapped 
His hands—ran to his young waſter— 
ſhook him by the hand, in ſpite of the 
frowns of La Motte; ran every where, 
without knowing for what, and gave no 
rational anſwer to any thin vg t that was faid 
to him. 

Aſter their firſt emotions were ſub: 
Aided, La Motte, as if ſuddenly recol- 
lecting himſelf, reſumed his wonted ſo- 
lemnity: Jam to blame,” ſaid he; 
« thus to give way to joy, when I am 
ce ſtill, perhaps, ſurrounded by danger. 
e Let us ſecure a retreat while it is yet in 
our power, continued he, © in a few 
c hours the King's officers _ ſearch 
«-for me again.” | 

Louiscomprehended hisfather s words, 
and immediately relieved his apprehen- 
fions by the following relation: 

e 


„„ 
cc A letter from Monfieur Nemours; 
containing an account of your flight 
«from Paris, reached me at Peronne, 
« where I was then upon duty with my 
cc regiment. He mentioned, that you 
« was gone towards the ſouth of France, 
« but as he had not ſince heard from 
«you, he was ignorant of the place of 
« your refuge. It was about this time 
« that I was diſpatched. into Flanders; 
| and, being unable to obtain farther in- 
ce telligence of you, I paſſed ſome weeks 
« of very painful ſolicitude. At the 
« conclufion of the campaign, I obtained 
« leave of abſence, and immediately ſet 
« out for Paris, hoping to learn from 
Nemours, where = Les found an 
« aſylum. | 
„Of this, 8 he was 1 
ignorant with myſelf. He informed 
* me that you had once before written 
to him from D, upon your ſecond 
ds © day's journey from Paris, under an aſ- 
n. © ſumed name, as had been agreed 
5 Hz « upon; 


HJ. 

upon; and that you then ſaid the ſcar 
« of diſcovery would prevent - your 
«© hazarding another letter: he, there- 
fore, remained ignorant of your 
e abode, but ſaid, he had no doubt you 
© had continued your journey to the 
& ſouthward. Upon this ſlender infor- 
©& mation I quitted Paris in ſearch of 
you, and proceeded immediately to 
4e S, where my inquiries, concern. 

4 ing your farther progreſs were ſuc- 
«ceſsful as far as M There they 
« told me you had ſtaid koche time, on 
account of the illneſs of a young lady; 
© a" circumſtance which perplexed me 
© much, as I could not imagine what 
ce. young lady would accompany you. I 
* proceeded however to I; but 
ce there all traces of you ſeemed to be 
6 Joſt. As I ſat muſing at the window 
« of the inn, I obſerved ſome ſcribbling 
44 on the glaſs, and the curiofity of idle. 
ee neſs prompted me to read it. 1 thought 


-& 1 knew the 3 and the lines! 
„ N ce read 
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Os | 
«read confirmed my conjecture, for I 
« remembered to have heard you often 


te repeat them. | 
Here I renewed my. inquiries: con- 


« cerning your route, and at length I 
„made the people of the inn recollect 
“you, and traced you as far as Auboine. 
6“ There I again loſt you, till upon my 
«return from a fruitleſs inquiry in the 
« neighbourhood, the landlord oſthe little 
© inn where I lodged, told me he believed 
ce he had heard news of you, and immedi-. 
© ately recounted what had happened at 
« a blackſmith's ſhop a few hours before. 
His deſtription of Peter was ſo 
et exact, that I had not a doubt it was 
« you who inhabited the abbey ; and, 
*as I knew your neceſſity for conceal- 
« ment, Peter's denial did not ſhake my 
e confidence. The next morning, with. 
© the aſſiſtance of my landlord, I found 
«my way hither, and, having ſearched - 
"our viſible : part of the fabric, I 
©: 00 be- 
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« began to credit Peter's aſſertion: your 
«appearance, however, deſtroyed this 
te fear, by proving that the place was ſtill 
« inhabited, for you diſappeared ſo inſtan- 
«taneouſly, that I was not certain it was 
«you whom TI had ſeen. . I continued 
«ſeeking you till near the cloſe of day, 
e and till then ſcarcely quitted the cham- 
* bers whenee you had diſappeared. I 
called on you repeatedly, believingthat 
my voice might convince you of your 
« miſtake. At length, I retired to paſs 
c thenightat a cottage near the border of 
«the foreſt. 

I came early this morning to renew 
my inquiries,- and hoped that, believ- 
«ins yourſelf ſafe, you would emerge 
from concealment.” But bow was 1 
c diſappointed to find the abbey as filent 
« and. ſolitary as J had left it the pre- 
ee ceding evening! I was returning once 
e more from the great hall, when the 
ce voice of han 0 caught my ear, 

oh and 


n 
4 and effected the diſcovery I had fo 
ce anxiouſly ſought.” 
This little narrative entirely diffipated 
the late apprehenſions of La Motte; but 
he now dreaded that the inquiries of his 
ſon, and his own obvious deſire of con- 
cealment , might exciteacurioſity amongſt 
the people of Auboine, and lead to a dif- 
covery of his true circumſtances. How- 
ever, for the preſent he determined to dif- 
miſs all painful thoughts, and endeavour 
to enjoy the comforts which the preſence 
of his ſon had brought him. The furni- 
ture was removed to a more habitable 
part of the abbey, and the cells were 
again abandoned to their own glooms. 
The arrival of her ſon ſeemed to have 
animated Madame La Motte with new 
life, and all her afflictions were, for the 
preſent, - abſorbed in joy. She often 
gazed filently on him with a mother's. 
fondneſs, and her partiality heightened 
every improvement which time had 
1 wrought 


\ 
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wrought in his perſon and manner. He 
was now in his twenty-third year; his 
[perſon was manly and his air military; 
his manners were unaffected and graceful, 
rather than dignified; and though his 
features were irregular, they compoſed a 
countenance, which, having ſeen it once, 
bed would ſeek again. 

She made eager inquiries after the 
Slends ſhe had left at Paris, and 
-Jearned, that within the few months of 
her abſence, ſome had died and others 
quitted the place. La Motte alſo learn- 
ed, that a very firenuous Tearch for him 
had been proſecuted at Paris; and, 
- though this intelligence was only what he 
had before expected, it ſhocked him ſo 
much, that he now declared it would be 
expedient to remove to a diſtant country, 
Louis did not ſeruple to ſay, that he 
thought he would be as ſafe at the abbey 
as at any other place: and repeated what 
Nemours had faid, that the King's offi 
8 | 8 5 CETS 
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| cers had been unable to trace any part of 


his route from Paris. | 
cc Beſides,” reſumed Louis, as this 


ce ab is protected by a ſupernatural 
ce power, and none of the country peo- 
© ple dare approach it.“ | 
« Pleaſe you, my young maſter,” ſaid 
Peter, who was waiting in the room, we 
« were frightened enough the firſt night 
« we came here, and I, myſelf, God for- 
« vive me! thought the place was inha- 
© bited by devils, but they were only 
ce © owls, and ſuch like, {after all.” _ 
„ Your opinion was not aſked,” ſaid 
La Motte, „learn to be ſilent.“ 
Peter was abaſhed. When he had 
quitted the room, La Motte aſked his 
ſon with ſeeming careleſſneſs, what were 
the reports circulated by the country 
people? * O Sir,” replied Louis, 
cannot recollect half of them. I re- 
. member, however, they ſaid, that, many 
© years ago, a perſon (but nobody had, 
ever ſeen him, ſo we may judge how 
6 ä 


wo 
« far the report ought to be credited) 
« was privately brought to this abbey, 
ce and confined in ſome part of it, and 
« that there were ſtrong reaſons = * 
& lieve he came unfairly to his end. 

La Motte ſighed. © T hey farther 
ce ſaid, continued Louis, „ that the 
ce ſpectre of the deceaſed had ever ſince 
ec watched nightly among the ruins : 
te and to make the ſtory more wonderful, 
e for the marvellous is the delight of the 
ct yulgar, they added, that there was a 
ce certain part of the ruin, from whence 
cr no perſon that had dared to explore 
& it, had ever returned. Thus people, 
6 who have few objects of real intereſt 


_ & to engage their thoughts, conjure up 
e for themſelves imaginary ones.” 


La Motte ſat muſing. And what 
ec ere the reaſons,” ſaid he, at length 


awaking from his reverie, © they pretend- 


— 9 


ce ed to aſſign, for believing the perſon 
4 confined here was murdered * 


8 „ *y They 


1 
ce They did not uſe a term ſo poſitive 
« as that,” replied Louis. 

c True,” ſaid La Motte, recollecting 
himſelf, © they only ſaid he came W 
to his end.“ 

« That is a nice Aifinion,” aid 
Adeline. 

« Why I could not well comprehend 
© what theſe reaſons were,” reſumed 
Louis; © the people, indeed, ſay, that 
6e the perſon who was brought here, was 
ce never known to depart, but I do not 
« find it certain that he ever arrived ; 
ce that there was ſtrange privacy and 
« myſtery obſerved, while he was here, 
c and that the abbey has never ſince 
* been inhabited by its owner. There 
« ſeems, however, to be nothing in all 
ec this that deſerves to be remembered.” 
La Motte raiſed his head, as if to reply, 
when the entrance of Madame turned 
the diſcourſe upon a new ſubject, and it 
was not reſumed that das. | 

Peter was now diſpatched for provi- 
fions, while La Motte and Louis retired 

| to 


t X82 } 
to conſider how far it was ſafe for them 
to continue at the abbey. La Motte, 
notwithſtanding the aſſurances . lately 
given him, could not but think that 
Peter's blunders and his ſon's inquiries 
might lead to a diſcovery of his reſidence. 
He revolved this in his mind for ſome 
time, but at length a thought ſtruck him, 
that the latter of theſe circumſtances 
might conſiderably contribute to his ſecu- 
rity. If you,” faid he to Louis, © return 
© to the inn at Auboine, from whence 
0 you were directed here, and with- 
out ſeeming to intend giving intelli- 
cc * gence, do give the landlord an account 
« of your having found the abbey un- 
* inhabited, and then add, that you had 
| 7 diſcovered the reſidence of the perſon. 
you ſought in ſome diſtant town, it 
* would ſuppreſs any reports that may 
6 at preſent exiſt, and prevent the belief, 
« of any in future. And if, after all 
« this, you cag truſt yourſelf for pre- 
<« ſence of mind and command of counte- 
Zn 8 ' we NAnce,, 
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cc nance, ſo far as to deſcribe ſome dreads 
« fu; apparition, I think theſe cireum- 
cc ſtances, together with the diſtance of the 
6 abbey, and the intricacies of the foreſt, 
« could entitle me to confider this place 
4 ag my caſtle.” 

Louis agreed to all that his father had 
propoſed, and on the following day ex- 
excuted his commiſſion with ſuch ſuc. 
ceſs, that the tranquillity of the abbey 
may be then ſaid to have been entirely 
reſtored. 

Thus ended this 3 the only 
one that had occurred to diſturb the fa- 
mily during their reſidence in the foreſt. 
Adeline, removed from the apprehenſion 
of thoſe evils, with which the late ſitua- 
tion of La Motte had threatened her, and 
from the depreſſion which her intereſt in 
his occaſioned her, now experienced a 
more than uſual complacency of mind. 
She thought too, that ſhe obſerved in 
Madame La Motte a rene wal of her for- 


mer * and this circumſtance awas 
10 kened 8 
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Lened all her gratitude, and imparted to 


her a pleaſure as lively as it was innocent. 
The ſatisfaction with which the preſence 
of her ſon inſpired Madame La Motte, 
Adeline miſtook for kindneſs to herſelf, 
and ſhe exerted her whole attention in an 
endeavour to become worthy of it. 

But the joy which his unexpected arri- 
val had given to La Motte quickly began 
to evaporate, and the gloom of deſpon- 
dency again ſettled on his countenance, 
He returned frequently to his haunt in 
the foreſt—the ſame myſterious ſadneſs 
tinctured his manner and revived the an- 

_ Xiety of Madame La Motte, who was 
reſolved to acquaint her ſon with this 
| ſubject of diſtreſs, and ſolicit his aſſiſt- 
ance to penetrate its ſource. 

Her jealouſy of Adeline, 1 
ſhe could not communicate, though it 
again tormented her, and taught her to 
miſconſtrue with wonderful ingenuity 
every look and word of La Motte, and 
often to miſtake the artleſs expreſſions 
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of Adeline's gratitude and regard for 
thoſe of warmer tenderneſs. Adeline 
had formerly accuſtomed herſelf to long 
walks in the foreſt, and the deſign Ma- 
dame had formed of watching her ſteps, 
had been fruſtrated by the late circum- 
ſtances, and was now entirely overcome 
by her ſenſe of its difficulty and danger. 
To employ Peter in the affair, would be 

| to acquaint him with her fears, and to 

follow her herſelf, would moſt probably 
betray her ſcheme, by making Adeline 
aware of her jealouſy. Being thus re- 
ſtrained by pride and delicacy, ſhe was 
obliged to endure the pangs of uncer- 
tainty concerning the greateſt part of her - 
ſuſpicions, 

To Louis, however, ſhe relathh the | 
myſterious change in his father's temper. 
He liſtened to her account with very 
earneſt attention, and the ſurpriſe and 
concern impreſſed upon his counte- 
nance ſpoke how much his heart was 


intereſted. He was, however, involved | 
Þ in 


We. Tb 

in equal perplexity with herſelf upon 
this ſubject, and readily undertook to 

obſerve: the motions of La Motte, be- 
lieving his interference likely to be of 
equal ſervice both to his father and his 

mother. He ſaw, in ſome degree, the 

ſuſpicions of his. mother, but as he 

thought ſhe wiſhed to diſguiſe her feel- 

ings, he ſuffered her to believe that ſhe | 
ſucceeded. | : 

» He now . concerning Adeline, 
and liſtened to her little hiſtory, of which 
his mother gave a brief relation, with 
great apparent intereſt. So much pity 
did he expreſs for her condition, and ſo 

much indignation at the unnatural con- 
duct of her father, that the apprehenſions 
which Madame La Motte began to form, 
of his having diſcovered her jealouſy, - 
yielded to thoſe of a different kind. 
She perceived that the beauty of Adeline 
had already faſcinated” his imagination, 
and ſhe feared that her amiable manners 
would ſoon impreſs his heart. Had her 
1 e 
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| firſt fondneſs for Adeline continued, ſhe 
would ſtill have looked with diſpleaſure - 
upon their attachment, as an obſtacle to 
the promotion and the fortune ſhe hoped 
to ſee one day enjoyed by her ſon. On 
theſe ſhe reſted all her future hopes of 
proſperity, and regarded the matrimo- 
nial alliance which he might form as the 
only means of extricating his family from 
their preſent difficulties... She, therefore, 
touched lightly upon Adeline's merit, 
coolly joined with Louis in compaſſion- 
ating her misfortunes, and with her cen- 
ſure of the father's conduct, mixed an 
implied ſuſpicion of that of Adeline's. 
The means the employed to repreſs the 
paſſions of her ſon, had a contrary effect. 
The indifference, which ſhe expreſſed 
towards Adeline, increaſed his pity for her 
deſtitute condition, and the tenderneſs; 
with which the affected to judge the fa- 
ther, heightened his honeſt indignation 
at his character. | ö 
As he quitted Madame La Motte, he 
nn his father croſs the lawn and enter 
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the deep, ſhade of the foreſt on. the left. 
He judged this to be a good opportunity 
of commencing his plan, and, quitting 
the abbey, ſlowly followed at a diſtance. 
La Motte continued to walk firaight 
forward, and ſeemed ſo deeply wrapt in 
thought, that he looked neither to the 


Tight or left, and ſcarcely lifted his head 


from the ground. Louis had followed 


him. near half a mile, when he ſaw him 
fuddenly firike into an avenue of the 
foreſt, which took a different direction 
from the way he had hitherto gone. He 


quickened his ſteps that he might not 
loſe fight of him, but, having reached 


the avenue, found the trees ſo thickly 
interwoven, that La n, was already 


hid ſrom his view. — 
He continued, VE wig to purſue 


the way before him; it conducted him 


through the moſt gloomy part of the 
foreſt he had yet ſeen, till at length it 
terminated in an abſcure receſs, over - 


| arched with high trees, whoſe interwo- 
ven branches excluded the direct rays 


of 


f z 
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of the fun, and admitted only a fort of 
ſolemn twilight. Louis looked around 
in ſearch of La Motte, but he was. no 
where'to be ſeen. While he ſtood ſur- : 
veying the place and conſidering what 
farther ſhould be done, he obſerved, 
through the gloom, an object at ſome 
diſtance, but the deep ſhadow that fell 
around prevented his W what 
it was. 

On advancing, he perceived the ruins 
of a ſmall building, which, from the 
traces that remained, appeared to have 
been a tomb. As he gazed upon it, 
Here,“ ſaid he, © are probably depo- 
tc fited the aſhes of ſome ancient monk, 
e once an inhabitant of the abbey ; per- 
5 haps, of the founder, who, after ha- 
« ving ſpent a life of abſtinence and 
prayer, ſought in heaven the reward of 
„his forbearance upon earth. Peace 


« be to his ſoul ! But did he think a life 


« of mere negative virine deſerved an 


« eternal reward? Miſtaken man! reaſon, | 
ce had you truſted to its dictates, would 
have 
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ec have informed you, that the active 
65 virtues, the adherence to the golden 
« rule, Do as you would be done unto, 
60 could alone deſerve the favour of a 
cc « Deity, whoſe glory is benevolence.” 

He remained with his eyes fixed upon 
the ſpot, and preſently ſaw a figure ariſe 
under the arch of the ſepulchre. It 
ſtarted, as if on perceiving him, and im- 
mediately diſappeared. Louis, though 
unuſed to fear, felt at that moment an 
uncaſy ſenſation, but it almoſt immedi- 
ately ſtruck him that this was La Motte 
himſelf, He advanced to the ruin and 
called him. No anſwer was returned, 
and he repeated the call, but all was yet 
fill as the grave. He then went up to 
the arch-way and endeavoured to exa- 
mine the place where he had diſappeared, 
but the ſhadowy obſcurity rendered the 
attempt fruitleſs. He obſerved, how- 
ever, a little to the right, an entrance 
to the ruin, and advanced ſome ſteps 
down a dark kind of paſſage, when, recol- 


, lectine vg 0 that this Place might be the haunt 
of 
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of banditti, his danger alarmed him, mg 
he retreated with precipitation. | 

He walked towards the abbey by the 
way he came, and finding no perſon 
followed him, and believing himſelf 
again in ſafety, his former ſurmiſe re- 
turned, and he thought it was La Motte 
he had ſeen. He muſed upon this 
ſtrange poſſibility, and endeavoured to 
aſſign a reaſon for ſo myſterious a con- 
duct, but in vain. Notwithſtanding 
this, his belief of it ſtrengthened, and he 
entered the abbey under as full a con- 
vict ion as the circumſtances would admit 
of, that it was his father who had appeared 
in the fe;ulchre. On entering what was 
now uſed as a parlour, he was much ſur- 
priſed to find him quietly ſeated there 
with Madame La Motte and Adeline, 
and converſing as if he had. been re· 
turned ſome time. 

He took the firſt opportunity ofa ac- 
quainting his mother with the late ad- 
venture, and of inquiring how long 
La Motte had been returned before him, 


when, 155 


n 
when, learning that it was near half a an 
hour, his ſurpriſe increaſed, and he knew 
not what to conclude, 


Meanwhile, a perception of the grow- 


ing partiality-of Louis co-operated with 
the canker of ſuſpicion, to deſtroy in 
Madame La Motte that affection which 
pity and eſteem had formerly excited 


for Adeline. Her unkindneſs was now 


too obvious to eſcape the notice of her to 
whom it was directed, and, being no- 
ticed, it occaſioned an anguiſh which 
Adeline found it very difficult to endure. 
With the warmth and candour of youth, 


ſhe ſought an explanation of this change 


of behaviour, and an opportunity of ex- 
culpating herſelf from any intention of 


provoking it. But this Madame La Motte 


artfully evaded, while at the ſame time ſhe 
threw out hints, that involved Adeline in 
deeper perplexity, and ſerved to make her 
preſent affliction more intolerable. 


( have loſt that affection,“ ſhe would 
tay, © which was my all. It was my 
K | only 
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6 * comfort — yet I have loſt it and 
this without even knowing iny offence. 
« But I am thankful I have not merited 
« unkindneſs, and though lie has aban- 
« doned me ſhall always love her. 
Thus diſtreſſed, the would frequently 
leave the parlour, and, retiring to her 
chamber, would yield to a deſ nde 
which ſhe had never known till now. 
One morning, being unable to leep 
| ſhe aroſe at a very early hour. The faint | 
light of day now trembled through tlie 
clouds, and, gradually ſpreading from 
the horizon, announced the rifing ſun, 
Every feature of the landſcape was ſlowly 
unveiled, : moiſt with the dews of night, 
and brightening. with the dawn, till at 
length the ſun appeared, and ſhed the full 
flood of day. The beauty of the hour in- 
vited her to walk, and ſhe went forth into 
the foreſt to taſte the ſweets of morning. 
The carols of new-waked birds ſaluted Fg", 
her as ſhe paſſed, and the freſh gale came 


ſented with the breath of flowers, whoſe 


Vor. J. | 6 tints 
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tinis glowed more vivid through the dew 
| drops that hung on their leaves. 
She wandered on without noticing the 
diſtance, and, following the windings of 
the river, came'to adewy glade, whoſe 
woods, fiveeping down to the very edge 
of the! water, formed a ſcene ſo. ſweetly 
whantic, that ſhe ſeated herſelf at the 
foot of a tree, to contemplate its beauty. 
+ Pheſe images inſenfibly ſoothed her ſor- 
Bow, and inſpired! her with that ſoft and 
_ pliafingamelandholy; ſo dear to the feel- 
ing mind. For fometime ſhe fat loſt in 

a reverieg while the flowers that grew 
on the hanke beſille her, ſeemed to 
mile in new life, and-drew/from her a 

eoniparifon: with her own condition. 

She med and fighed; and then, in a 
voics/wthoſe charming melody was mo- 
dulatod by the tenderneſs of Hor _ 
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SONNE T. 
To rus LILLY, 


Soft filken flow*r! that in the dewy vale 
Unfolds thy modeſt beauties to the morn, 
a breath'ſ thy fragrance on her wand' ring gale, 
er earth's green hills and thadawy rallies * 


When day has cloſed his dazzling eye, 
And dying gales ſink ſoft away; 

When Eve ſteals down the weſtern ſky, | 
And mountains, woods, and en * 


Thy tender cups, that graceful ſwell, 1: 5004 
Draop ſad beneath her chilly dews; 48 
* odours ſeek their ſilkæn cell 
And deli veils thy langnid bues. | 5 


But 6089 fair flow'r! the mori hall riſes $37 
And rearagaip thy penſive , y has) 0 

Again uovell thy ſnowy dyes, 1 l 
Again thy velvet foliage (pready 1 


Sweet hald af Spring! le bee in ocrpaetidny 


Full oft I mourn in (tears, and drop ef 
Ang O! F like So may light my gloom Perva 10 


efore. Toy 8 N morn?” 88 


7 8 
Slo 


1% (Oles 0 o A diſ- 


. 
A diſtant echo lengthened out her 
tones, and ſhe ſat liſtening to the ſoft 
reſponſe, till repeating the laſt ſtanza of 
the Sonnet, ſhe was anſwered by a voice 
— almoſt as tender, and leſs diſtant. She 
looked round in ſurpriſe, and ſaw a 
young man in a hunter's dreſs, leaning 
againſt a tree, and gazing on her with 
that deep attention, which marks an en- 
raptur d mindß. . 

A thouſand pp debe mot athwart 
her buſy thought; and ſhe now firſt re- 
membered her diſtance from the abbey. 
She roſe in haſte to be gone, when the 

ſtranger reſpectfully advanced; but ob- 
| OP her timid KA and retiring ſteps, 
he pauſed. She purſued her way towards 
the abbey; and, though many reaſons 
made her anxious to know whether ſhe 

was followed, delicacy forbade her to 

lock back. When the reached the ab- 
bey, finding the family was not yet al- 
ſembled to breakfaſt, ſhe retired to ber 

„ pan where ** whole thou ghts were 

i | Eh A 


* 
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employed in conjectures concerning the 


ſtranger; believing that ſhe was intereſt- 


ed on this point, no fartlier than as it 


concerned the ſaſety of La Motte, ſhe 
indulged, without ſcruple, the remem- 
brance of that dignified air and manner 


which ſo much diſtinguiſhed the youth : 
ſhe had ſeen. ' After revolving the cir- 
cumſtance more deeply, ſhe believed it 


impoſſible that a perſon of his appearance 
ſhould be engaged in a ſtratagem to be- 


tray a fellow creature; and though ſhe 


was deſtitute of a ſingle circumſtance 


that might affiſt her ſurmiſes of who he 


was, or what was his buſineſs i in an un- 
frequented foreſt, ſhe rejected, uncon- 
ſciouſly, every ſuſpicion i injurious to his 


character. Upon farther deliberation; 


therefore, ſhe reſolved not to mention 
this little circumſtance to La Motte; 
well knowing, that though his danger 


might be imaginary, his apprehenſions 
would be real, and would renew all the 


ſufferings and perplexity, from which 
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1 
he was but juſt releaſed. She reſolved, 
however, to refrain, for ſome time, 


walking in the foreſt. | 
When ſhe came a to breakfaſt, 


The obſerved Madame La Motte to be 
more than uſually reſerved. La Motte 


entered the room ſoon after Ber, and 
made ſome trifling obſervations on the 


weather; and, having endeavoured to 


ſupport an effort at cheerfulneſs, ſunk 


into his uſual melancholy. Adeline 
watched the countenance of Madame 
with anxiety ;-and when there appeared 


in it a gleam of kindneſs, it was as ſun - 


ſhine to her ſoul ; but ſhe very ſeldom 


ſuffered Adeline thus to flatter herſelf, 
Her converſation was reſtrained, and 
often pointed at ſomething more than 


could be underſtood. . The entrance of 
| Louis was a very ſenſonable relief to 


Adeline, who almoſt feared, to truſt her 


voice with a ſentence, leſt its trembling 


agcchts 2 0 den her uneaſineſs. 
| 1 6 © This 


_* 


ce This charming morning drew you 
« early from your chamber,” ſaid Louis, 
addreffing Adeline, —** You had, no 


doubt, à pleaſant companion too, 
ſaid Madame La Motte, a folitary | 


« walk is feldom agreeable.” 


«& I was 1 8 replied Ade- 


hne. 3d 
1 indeed! your own thoughts ax 
« be highly pleaſing then 

Alas l'“ returned Adeline; & teat, 
pie of her efforts, Rarting to ber eye, 
there are now few: "Pages of, "PI 
4 left for them“ 

That is very curpeſing " vun 
Madame La Motte. 


& Is it, indeed, ſarpriſing, Madnis, 
for thoſe who have loſt their *. _ 


" to be unhappy ?” 


Madame La Motte 8 eee ac- 
knowledged the rebuke; and ſhe bluſhed. 


« Well,” reſumed ſhe; aſter a ſhort pauſe, 
«that is not your fituation, 'Adeline;” 
wo eurem at La Motte. Ade- 
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line, whoſe i innocence protected her from 
ſaſpicion, did not regard this circum-. 
ſtance; but, ſmiling through her tears, 


ſaid, „ She rejoiced to hear her ſay ſo.” 
During this converſation, La Motte had 
remained abſorbed in his own thoughts; 
and Louis, unable to gueſs at what it 
pointed, looked alternately at his mo- 
ther and Adeline for an explanation. 
The latter he regarded with an expreſſion 
ſo full of tender compaſſion, that it re- 


vealed at once to Madame La Motte the 


ſentiments of his ſoul; and ſhe immedi- 


ately replied to the laſt words of Ade- 


line with a very ſerious air: A friend 


<« is only eſtimable when our conduct 


deſerves or one; the friendſhip that ſur- 


4 vives the merit of its object, is à diſ- 


«© grace inſtead of an Ani to both 
S 1 

The manner wens 5 with which 
Ace theſe words, again alarm- 


ed Adeline, who mildly ſaid, She 


| Noa ſhe ſhould: never deſerve ſuch 


a; * 6e * cenſure.” 
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cenſure.” Madame was filent; but 
Adeline was ſo much ſhocked by what 


had already paſſed, that tears ſprung 
from her eyes, and ſhe hid her "eg! WAI 
her handkerchief. _ 

Louis now roſe with ſome emotion ; ; 
and La Motte, rouſed from his reverie, 
inquired what was the matter; but, be- 


fore he could receive an anſwer, he 


ſeemed to have forgot that he had aſked 
a queſtion. ““ Adeline may give 'you 
her own account,” ſaid Madame Ia 
Motte. 3 have not deſerved this,“ . 


ſaid Adeline, riſing, but ſince my pro- | 


* ſence is diſpleaſing, I will retire.” 


| She 1 moved toward the door, when 


Louis, who was pacing the room in ap- 


1 N 


parent agitation, gently took her band, 


faying, 253 Here is ſome unhappy miſ- 
take,“ and would have led her to her A 


ſeat ; but her ſpirits were too, much! de- 
pre ſſed to endure longer reſtraint; and, 


withdrawing her hand, Suffer me ts "A 


a go; ſaid ſhe, «if there is any miſtake, 


* N clam 
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i « ] am unable to explain it.” Saying 
j this, ſhe quitted the room. Louis fol- 
lowed her with his eyes to the door; 
5 when, turning to his mother, © Surely, 
-« Madam,” ſaid he, ce you are to blame: 
e my life on it, ſhe deſerves your warm- 
«oft tenderneſs.” 
= You are very 3 in her cauſe, 
ec Sir, ſaid Madame, may I preſume 
« to aſk what has intereſted you thus 1 in 
« ber favour 5. 5 | 
60 Her own amiable manners,” re- 
joined Louis, which no one can ob- 
$ ſerve! without eſteeming them.” 
But you may preſume too much on 
4 t your own obſervations ; | z it is poſſible 
1 theſe amiable manners may deceive 
TI 
- * Your FRG Madam; 2 8 may, 
E « without preſumption, affirm they can- 
| 45 not eceive me. 
WG, « You have, no doubt, good 1 reaſons 
| a b. this aſſertion, and I perceive, by 
« IF admiration of this artleſs *. 


C_ 


_ 


11 
er the has ſacceeded in het — of en- 8 
t trapping your heart.“ C2 
Without deſi ninth Alte has oh 
my admiration, which would not have 
e been the caſe, had ſhe been capable uf 
ee the conduct you mention 

Madame La Motte was going to re 
ply, but was prevented by her huſband, 
who, again rouſed from his reverie, in 
quired into the cauſe of diſpute;-* Away 
« with this: ridiculous behaviour, ſaid 
he, in a voice of diſpleaſure. - * Adeline 
e has omitted ſome- houſehold duty I 
« ſuppoſe, and an offence ſo heinous. 
ce deſerves ſevere puniſhment, no doubt; 
* but Tet me be no more diſturbed with 
e your petty quarrels; if you muſt be 
% tyrannical, Madame, indulge yon u- 
* mour in private.“ 

Saying this, he abraptly quilted: tha! | 
room, and Louis immediately following, 
Madame was left to her own unpleaſant 7 
reffections. Her ill humour proceeded | 
ne cauſe. She had heard of © 7 

1.6 Adelines 


n 
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Adele 5 walk; and La Motte having 
gone forth into the foreſt at an earl yhour, 
her imagination, heated by the broodings 
ol jealouſy, ſuggeſted that they had ap- 
pointed a meeting. This was confirmed 
to her by the entrance of Adeline, quickly 
followed by La Motte; and her percep- 

tions thus jaundiced by paſſion, neither 
the preſence of her ſon; or her uſual at- 
tenijon to good manners, had been able 
to reſtrain her emotions. The behavi- 
our of Adeline, in the late ſcene; ſhe 
tomlidered as a refined piece of art; and 
the indifference of 1. gte as affected. 
80 true is it, that Meggr 5 
——ä — « Trifles; light a as air, | 
Are to the jealous, confirmations „ 
As Proof of Holy, Writ.” 7 3 11 
And ſo i ingenious was the 60 to wi? the 
e true cauſe the wrong way.” 
= Adeline had retired to her e to 
weep: When her firſt agitations were 
ſubſided; ſhe took an ample review of her 
conduct; and perceiving” nothing. of 
| which ſhe could accuſe herſelf, ſhe be- 
a 5 


f 205 ] | 
came more ſatisfied, deriving her beſt 
comfort from the integrity of her inten- 
tions. In the moment of accuſation, 
innocence may ſometimes be oppreſſed 
with the puniſhment due only to guilt ; 
but reflection diſſolves the illuſtons of 
terror, and brings to the aching does 
the conſolations of virtue. 
| When La Motte quitted the room, he 
had gone into the foreſt, which Louis 
obſerving, he followed and joined him, 
with an intention of touching upon the 
ſubject of his melancholy. < Tt is a fine 
9 morning, Sir,” ſaid Louis, „if you 
5 will give me leave, I will walk with 
« you.” La Motte, though diſſatisfied, 
did not object; and after they had pro- 
ceeded ſome way, he changed the courſe 
of bis walk, ſtriking into a path, con- 
trary to that which Louis had obſerved 
him take on the foregoing day. 

Louis remarked, that the avenue they 
had quitted was *more ſhady, and, there- 
80 e more pleadant.” La Motte not 

34 . | 
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ſeeming to notite this remark, © It leads 
« to a fingular ſpot,” continued he, 
« which I diſcovered yeſterday.” La 
Motte raiſed his head; Louis proceeded: 
to deſcribe the tomb, and the adventure 

he had met with; during this relation, 
La Motte regarded him with earneſt at- 
tention, while his own countenance ſuf: 
fered various changes. When he had 
concluded; You were very daring,” 


ſuid La Motte, to examine that — 


cc particularly when you ventured down 


ee the paſſage: I would adviſe you to be 


* more cautious how you penetrate the 
«depths of this foreſt. - I, myſelf, have 
« not ventured: beyond: a certain boun- 


_ «© dary; and am, therefore, uninformed 
. & what inhabitants it may harbour. Vour 


«zxccount has alarmed me, continued* 
he, c“ for if banditti are in the neigh-- 


* bourhood, I am not fafe' from their 


a depredations: tis true, 1 have but lit- 
« tle to loſe, except my life.” 
FAO" the lives of * family, 


rejoined 


207 7] 
rejoined Louis,—** Of courly,” ſaid Ia 
Motte. 

c It would be well to have. more cer- 
. tainty upon that head,” rejoined, Louis, 
« Iam confers how we OF obtain 
LE: fo} 

6 Ti is uſcleſß to conſider 8 aid | 
La Motte, the inquiry itſelf brings 
« danger with it; your life would, per- 
© haps, be paid for the indulgence of 
« your curioſity; our only chance of 
« ſafety is by endeavouring to remain 
t undiſcovered. Let us move n 
« the abbey.” 

Louis knew not what to thinks but 
ſaid no more upon the ſubject. La 
Motte ſoon. after relapſed into a fit of 
muſing; and his ſon now took occafion 
to lament that depreſſion of ſpirits, which 
he had lately obſerved in him. Rather 
« lament the cauſe of it 5 faid La Motte 


with a ſigh; . That I do moſt ſincerely 
whatever it may be. May I venture 
wy eee Sir „what is the cauſe ?” | 

e th Are, 
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= Are, then, my misfortunes ſo lit tle” 
ce known to you,” rejoined La Motte, 
as to make that queſtion neceſſary ? 
«& Am I not driven from my home, from 
m friends, and almoſt from my coun- 
«try; and ſhall it be aſked why I am 
« afflicted ?”—Louis felt the "juſtice of 
this reproof, and was a moment ſilent: 
That you are afflicted, Sir, does' not 
c excite my ſurpriſe ;” * reſumed he, 
* would, indeed, be een were yo 
« not.” aq 
. TOE What then does excite your ſur- 
cc «pri Fe 5 Was 1 ed 
The air of cheerfulneſs Jon wore 
hen I firſt came hither.” 
, "TO lately lamented that I was 
1 * afflicted,” faid La Motte, % and now 
„ ſeem not very well pleaſed that I once 
was cheerful. What is the e meaning 
1 * of this BUY & a 
Fou innicvibiſiake 181 ſaid his ſon, 
. abihing could give me ſo much fatiſ- 
Cc factisit * ſee that cheerſulneſs re- 
IR”; ; © newed ; 
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«© newed; the ſame cauſe of ſorrow : 


« exiſted at that time, yet you was then 
« cheerful.” 

That I was then cheese 5 faid La 
Motte, „you might, without flattery, 
4 have attributed to yourſelſ; your pre- 

* ſence revived me, and I was relieved 
* at the fame time from a load of _— 
vs henfions.” 

N Why, then, as the PER: hu exiſts 
are you not till cheerful? ? 

* And why do you not recollect that 

« it is your father you thus ſpeak to.?“ 
1 do, Sir, and nothing but anxiety 
for my father, could have urged me 

„ thus far: it is with ĩnexpreſſible con- 
4 cern I perceive you have ſome ſecret 
© cauſe of uneaſineſs; reveal it, Sir, to 
* thoſe who claim a ſhare in all your 
« affliction; and ſuffer them, by partici- 
* pation to ſoften its ſeverity.” Louis 
looked up, and obſerved the countenance 
of his fa ther, pale as death: his lips. 
nn e he ſpoke. © Your pe- 
71885 | ve « netration, 195 


| L aw J 
© netration, however, you may rely upon 
«-it, has, in the preſent inſtance, de- 
* ceived you. I have no ſubject of diſ- 
e treſs, but what you are already ac- 
ee quainted with, and I deſire this conver- 
<<. ation may never be renewed.” 
If it is your defire, of courſe, I 
66; obey, fnaid Louis; but, n 
6 me, Sir, i | 
* will or pardon you, Sir,“ inter- 
e La Motte, “ let the diſcourſe end 
'« here.” Saying this, he quickened his 
Reps, and Louis, not daring to purſue, 
walked er on till wo: e _ 
| . 
Adeline paſſed hs arts part of the 
day alone in her chamber, where, having 
examined her conduct, ſhe endeavoured 
to fortify her heart againſt the unmerited 
_ diſpleaſure of Madame La Motte. This 
was a taſk more difficult than that of 
elf acquittance. She loved her, and had 
relied on her friendſhip, which, notwith- 
tanding the conduct of Madame, ſtill . 


Tas 3 
peared valuable. It was true, the had 


not deſerved to loſe it, but Madame 
was ſo averſe to explanation, that there 


was. little probability of recovering it, 
however ill. founded might be the cauſe 
of her diflike. At length, ſhe reaſoned, 
or rather, perhaps, perſuaded herſelf into 
tolerable compoſure; for to reſign a real 
good with contentment, is leſs an effort 
of reaſon than of temper. „ 

For many hours ſhe buſied herſelf 
upon a Piece of work, which ſhe had 
undertaken for Madame La Motte; and 
this ſhe did, without the leaſt intention 
of conciliating her favour, but becauſe 
ſhe felt there was ſomething in thus re- 
paying unkindneſs, which was ſuitable to 
her own temper, her ſentiments, and her 
pride. Self- love may be the center, round 
which the human affections move, far 
whatever motive conduces to ſelf-grafifi- · 
cation may be reſolved into ſelt-love;/ yet 
ſomeof theſe affections are in their nature 


o ee le though we W | 
| their | 


„ 
heir origin, they almoſt deſerve the name 
of virtue. Of this ſpecies was: that ma 
Adeline. 

In this employment, and in king 
Adeline paſſed as much of the day as 
poſſible. From books, indeed, ſhe had 
conſtantly derived her chief informa- 

tion and amuſement; thoſe belonging to 
Fa Motte were few, but well choſen ; 
and Adeline could find pleaſure in read- 
ing them more than once. When her 
mind was diſcompoſed by the behaviour 
of Madame La Motte, or by a retro. 
ſpeQion of her early misfortunes, a book 
Was the opiate that lulled it to reſpoſe. 
La Motte had ſeveral of the beſt Engliſh 
| poets, a language which Adeline had 
learned in the convent; their beautfes, 
therefore, ſhe was capable of taſting; and 
they. often Wes her with Ctlhatient ic 
delight. 

At the Ae of ay he quitied 18 

C damber to enjoy the ſweet evening hour, 
but flrayed no farther than an avenue 
JJ near 


Ls 


r : 
near the abbey, which fronted the weſt. 
She read a little, but, finding it impoſ- 
ſible any longer to abſtract her attention 
from the ſcene around, ſhe cloſed the 
book, and yielded to the ſweet compla- 
cent melancholy which the hour in- 
ſpired. The air was ſtin, the ſun, fink- 
ing below the diſtant hills, ſpread a pur- 
ple glow overthe landſcape, and touched 
the foreſt glades with ſofter light. - A 
dewy freſhneſs was diffuſed upon the 
air. As the ſun deſcended, the duſk 
came filently on, and the ſcene aſſumed 
a ſolemn grandeur. As ſhe muſed, the 
recollected and repeated the fol lowing 's 
ſtanzas: 2 | 
"W308 T. | 
Now Ev'ning fades! her penſive ſtep retires, - 

And Night leads on the dews, and ſhadowy hours; 


Her awful pomp of planetary fires, 
And all her train of viſionary powers. 


Theſe paint with fleeting ſhapes the dream of Fg 


Theſe ſwell the waking ſoul with pleaſing dread ; | 


Theſe through 'the glooms in forms terrific ſweep, | 
And rouſe the thrilling horrors of the dead! 3 


e 


Queen of the ſolemn thought—myſterious Night 
- Whoſe ſtep is darkneſs, and whoſe voice. is fear 
Thy ſhades I welcome with ſevere delight, 
And hail thy hollow gales, that ſigh ſo drear! 
When, wrapt in clouds, and riding in the blaſt, 
Thou roll'ſt the ſtorm along the ſounding ſhore, 


| 1 love to watch the whelming billows caſt 
On rocks below, and liſten to the roar. 


Thy milder terrors,, Night, I frequent woo, 

Thy ſilent lightnings, and thy meteor's glare, 
Thy northern fires, bright with enſanguine hue, 

ee in heaven's ag, band fervid air. 


But chief T love thee, when tliy lucid car 

: Sheds through the fleecy clouds a trembling gleam, 
And ſhews. the miſty mountain from afar, 
The nearer foreſt, and the valley; : ſtream: * 


And nameleſs E in the vale "=" . 
That floating dimly to the muſing ey e, 

Aſſume, at Fancy's touch, fantaſtic ſhew, - 
And raiſe her ſweet romantic vikans high. 


| Then let me ſtand amidſt thy glooms profound © | 
On ſome wild woody ſteep, and hear the * 
That f wells 1 Irnful melody around, . 5 


And faintly dies ene. 


42 17 10 * 


What gielancholy charm ffeals, 0 er the min 
_ What ballow'd tears the An, rapture greet!, F* 
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Ah! who the dear illuſions pleas'd would yield, 
Which Fancy wakes from ſilence and from ſhades, 

For all the ſober forms of Truth reveal'd, : 
For all the ſcenes that Day's bright eye pervades! 


On her return to the abbey ſhe was 
joined by Louis, who, after ſome con- 
verſation, ſaid, © I am much grieved 
by the ſcene to which I was witneſs 
«this morning, and have longed for an 
« opportunity of telling you ſo. My 
e mother's behaviour is too myſterious for 
© me to account for, but it is not diffi- 
4 cult to perceive ſhe lahours under ſome 
© miſtake. What I have to requeſt is, 
that Whenever I can be of ſervice to 
“ you, you will command me.” 
Adeline thanked him for his friendly 
offer, which ſhe felt more ſenſibly than 
ſhe choſe. to expreſs. *©* I am uncon- 
« ſcigus,” ſaid ſhe, of any offence 
that may have deſerved Madame La 
« Matte's. diſpleaſure; and am, theres 
c foxe, totally unable to-agcount for it. 


«.1 e . ſought an. explana» | | 1 


6s tion, 
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< tion, Which ſhe has as anxiouſly 
4 avoided; it is better, therefore, to 
44 preſs the ſubje& no farther. At the 
« ſame time, Sir, ſuffer me to- aſſure 
& you, I have a juſt ſenſe of your good- 
<</neſfs.” Louis fighed and was filent.— 
At length, „ wiſh you would permit 
« me,” reſumed he, © to ſpeak with 
e my mother upon this ſubject. I am 
c ſure A could convince her of her 
error. | 
.*© By no ka: > tion. Adeline ; ; 
ct « Madame La Motte's diſpleaſure has 
« given me inexpreſſible concern; but 
4 to compel her to an explanation, would 
only inereaſc this diſpleaſure inſtead of 
« removing it. Let me beg of 9 55 not 
to attempt it.“ "Hol 
% ſubmit to your judgment,” ſaid 
Louis; «but, for once, it is with re- 
e Juctance; I ſhould eſteem myſelf wot 
happy, if I could be of ſervice to you.” 
He ſpoke this with an accent ſo tender, 
_ that Rs: for __ firſt time, per- 
IEC EN ceived 


1 
ceived the ſentiments of his heart. A 
mind more fraught with vanity than 
her's, would have taught her long ago 
to regard the attentions of Louis, as the 
reſult of ſomething more than well-bred 
gallantry. She did not appear to notice 
his laſt words, but remained filent, and 
involuntarily quickened her pace. Louis 
ſaid no more, but ſeemed ſunk in 
thought; and this filence remained un- 
interrupted, till they entered the abbey.- 
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CHAP. IV. | 
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Hence, horrible ſhadow? 
| * Unreal mockery, np! | 
| Marnerm. 


Nears a . elapſed Abend any 
remarkable occurrence : the melan- 
choly of La Motte ſuffered little abate- 
ment; and the behaviour of Madame 
to Adeline, though ſomewhat ſoftened, 
was ſtill far from kind. Louis, by num- 
f berleſs little attentions, teſtified his 
growing affection for Adeline, who con- 
tinued to treat them as paſling civilities. 
It happened, one ſtormy night, as 
they were preparing for reſt, that they 
were alarmed by a trampling of horſes 
near-the abbey. The found of ſeveral _ 
voices ſucceeded, and a loud knocking | 
at the great gate of the hall foon after 
4 5 ; We Is 
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firmed the alarm. La Motte had little 
doubt that the officers of juſtice had at 
length diſcovered his retreat, and the 
perturbation of fear almeſt-confourided 
his ſenſes; he, however, ordered the 
lights to be extinguithed, and a profound 
ſilence to be'obſerved, unwilling to neg- 
lect even the ſlighteſt poſſibĩlity of ſecu- 
rity. There was a chance, he thought, 
that the perſons might ſuppoſe the place : 
uninhabited, and believe they had miſ- 
taken the object of their ſtarch. His 
orders were ſcarcely obeyed, when the 
knocking was renewell, and” with in- 
creaſed violence. La Motte now re- 
paired to a ſmall grated - window in the 
portal of the gate, that he might obſerve | 
the number and” & are of ord 
frangers. | 
The darkneſs of the night baffled is 
purpoſe; he could only perceive” 4 5 
| group of men on Horſeback ; but liſ- 
ing attentively, Be diſtinguithed/'a' 
of their diſcourle. Several of the 

zz - -.:- 


- " 
—— TNT 
- 2 — — 
g = 133 po * nd — 
* 


- 


— 


— IS oh — 
— — 4 — 
— . 
— —— 2 — - e 


a, TIS — 2 
—— —— 


WY © 0 = a> * > - 2 — n 
. mt,_<n - 
— — — —̃ä — — 02 "os B * 


— — 
— = 
ry — — 


— — * © 
MO A ng 
E _ 


— — — — 2 
1 
1 


[. 220 | x 
men contended, that they had miſtaken 


the place; till a perſon, „ who, from 


8.5 


his authoritative voice, appeared to be 
their leader, affirmed, that the lights 


had iſſued from this ſpot, and he was po- 


© Bare: there were perſons within. Having 
aid this, he again knocked loudly at, the 
gate, and was anſwered only by hollow 
echoes. 1 La Motte s heart trembled at 


ce found, and he Was unable to move. 


_n — 


After waiting ſome time, the ſtrangers 


red as if in conſultation but their 
. diſcourſe. was conducted in ſuch a low 
we of voice, that, La Motte was unable 


to diſtinguiſh its purport... They with-. 


cher fro m the gate, as if to depart, but 
he preſently, thought be heard them 
amongſt the trees on t the other ſide of the 
fabric, and ſoon r 
they had not left the abbey? A few mi- 
r Motte i ing ſtate c of torturing 


 Iguisnow fan him, for that a pert 
et 30 leoros e 051 aol 30 0 
. 


convinced | 


FF 
of the edifice which overlooked the ſpot 


where he ſuppoſed them to be waiting. 
The ſtorm was now loud, and the hol- 
low blaſts; which ruſhed among. the 


trees, prevented his diſtinguiſhing any 


other ſound. Once, in the pauſes of the 


wind, he thought he heard diftinct 


voices; but he was not long left to con- 
jecture, for the renewed knocking at the 
gate again appalled him; and regardlets . 
of the terrors of Madame La Motte and 
Adeline, he ran to try his laſt chance of 


concealment, by meaus of the trap. door. 
Soom after the violence of the affnil- 


lants ſeeming to increaſe with every guſt 
of the tempeſt, the gate, which was old 
and decayed, burſt from its hinges, and 


admitted them to the hall. At the mo- 


ment of their entrance, a ſcream ſrom 
Madame La Motte, who ſtood at the 


door of an adjoining apartment, con- 


firmed the ſuſpicion of the principal 


ſtranger, ho continued to advance, as 
falls as the. darkneſs would permit him. | 
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Adeline had fainted, and Madame * 
Motte was calling loudly ſor afliſtance, 
when Peter entered with lights, and diſ- 
ubvered the hall filled with men, and bis | 
ydung miſtreſs ſenſeleſs upon the floor. 
A Chevalier now advanced, and ſolicit- 
ing pardon of Madame for the rudeneſs 
of his conduct, was attempting an apo- | 
logy, when perceiving Adeline, he haſ- 
tened to raiſe her from the ground, but 
Louis, who now returned, caught her in 
his arms, and deſired the W en not to 
interfere. | 
The perſon, to EVER bo bs this, 
wore the ſtar of one of the firſt orders in 
France, and had an air of dignity, which 
declared him to be of ſuperior rank. He 
appeared to be about forty, but, per- 
haps, the ſpirit and fire of his counte- 
nance made the impreſſion of time upon 
His features leſs perceptible. His ſoftened 
aſpect and inſinuating manners, while, 
regardleſs of himſelf, he ſeemed atten- 


tive _y to the condition of Adeline, 
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gradually diflipated the apprehefiſions of 
Madame La Motte, and ſubdued the 
ſudden reſentment of Louis. Upon 
Adeline, who was yet inſenfible, he gazetl 


with an eager admiration, which ſeemetl = 


to abſorb all the faculties of his mind. 

She was, indeed, an object not tobe con- 
templated with indifference.” 

Her beauty, touched with the „ agen 


delicacy of illneſs, gained from ſentiment 


what it loſt in bloom. The negligence 
of her dreſs, looſened for the purpoſe of 
freer reſpiration, diſcovered thoſe glow- 
ing charms, which her aubnrn treffes, 
that fell in profuſion over her boſom, 
ſhaded, but could not conceal. = 
There now entered another ſtran ger, 
a young Chevalier, who, having ſpoken 


haſtily to the elder, joined the general 
group that ſurrounded Adeline. He 


was of a perſon, in which elegance was, 
happily blended with ſtrength, and had 
a countenance animated, but not haugh- 


ty; noble, yet expreſſive of peculiar 
K 4 | ſweet- 
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1 What rendered it at preſent 
more intereſting, was the compaſſion he 
ſeemed to feel for Adeline, who now 
reyived and ſaw him, the fixſt object that 
met her eyes, bending over her in ſilent 
anxiety, in oy 034467! 

nos 1 A: bluſh of cuick 
ſurprize paſſed over her cheek, for ſhe 
xne him to be the ſtranger the had ſeen 
imer. Her countenance inſtantly 
d to the paleneſs of terrom when 
bſerved the room crowded. with 
people. Louis now. ſupported her into 
another apartment; where the two Che- 
valjers, who followed her, again apolo- 
gized for the alarm they had occaſioned. 
The elder, turning to Madame La Motte, 
faid, Jou are no doubt, Madame, 
1 ignorant that J am the proprietor 
« of this abbey,”.. She ſtarted ; * Be 
nat alarmed, Madame, you are fafe 
« and. welcome. This ruinous ſpot has 
« been long abandoned by me, and if it 


6 has afforded you a ſhelter,] Iam happy.” 
; | Madame 
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Madame La Motte expreſſed her grati- 
tude for this condeſcenſion, and Louis 


declared his ſenſe of the politeneſs of the 
Marquis de Montalt, for that was * 
title of the noble ſtranger. | 
e My chief reſidence,” ſaid the Mar- 
quis, © is in a diſtant province, hut I 
« have a chateau near the borders of the 


« foreſt,. and in returning from an ex- 
„ curfion, I have been benighted and 


« loſt my way. A light, which gleamed 
« through the trees, attracted me hither, - 


* and, ſuch was the darkneſs without, 
that I did not know it proceeded from 
«* the abbey till I came to the door.“ 
Thenobledeportment of the ſtrangers, 
the ſplendour of their apparel, and, above 
all, this ſpeech, diſſipated every remain- 


ing doubt of Madame's, and ſhe was 


giving orders for refreſhments to be ſet 


before them, when Ba Motte, who had 


liftened, and was now convinced he had 


nothing to A gh the apartment. 
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He 'adva nced- towards the | Marquis 


x with a complacent air,. but, as he would 


have ſpoke, the words of welcome faul- 
tered on his lips, his limbs trembled, and 
a ghaſtly paleneſs overſpread his counte- 
nance. The Marquis: was httle leſs agi- 
tated; and, in the firſt moment of ſur- 
prize; put his hand upon his ſword, 
but, recollecting himſelf, he withdrew 
it, and endeavoured to obtain a com: | 
mand of features. A pauſe of agonizing 
Hlenee enſued. La Motte made ſome 
motion towards the door, but is agi 
tated frame reſuſed to ſupport him, and 
he ſunk into a chair, ſilent and ex- 
hauſted. The horror of his countenance, 
together with his whole behaviour, ex- 
_ cited the utmoſt fireprize i in Madame, 
whoſe eyes inquired of the Marquis more 
than he thought proper to anſwer: his 
looks increaſed, inſfead of explaining the 
myſtery, and expreſſed a mixture of emo- 
tions, which the could not analyſe. 
Meanwhile, ſhe endeavoured. to ſoothe 


. 
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aud revive her huſband, but he repreſſed 


her efforts, and, averting his face, covered 
it with his hands. 

The Marquis ſeemed to recover his | 
preſence of mind, ſtepped. to the door 
of the hall where his people were aſſem- 
bled, when La Motte, farting from his 
ſeat, with a frantic air, called on him to 
return. The MarquisJooked. back and 
ſtopped, but ſtill heſitating whether to 
proceed; the ſupplications of Adeline, 
who wks noch returned added to hoe of 
La Motte, determined bim, and he fat 


down, 4-1 requeſt of you, my Lord, 


Kid La Wü « that we may converſe 
« for a few moinerits by ourfelves. “ 
« The requeſt is bold, and the indul. 

« gende, perhaps, dangerous, ſaid tlie 
Marquis: '* it is more alſd than T win 
grant. You can have nothing to ſay, 
« with which your family ate 10 ac- 
< quainted—ſpeak your purpoſe and be 
« brief.” La Motte's complexion va- 
ried to every ſentence of this ſpecch. 
K En 
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27  Impoſlible ! my Lord, 8 ſaid he; 11 


lips ſhall cloſe for ever, ere they — 
6 nounce before another human being 
the words reſerved for you alone. I 
7 ce entreat—1 ſupplicate of you a few, mo- 
ments private diſcourſe.” As he pro- 
nounced theſe words, tears ſwelled into 
his eyes, and the Marquis, ſoftened by 
is diſtreſs, conſented, though with evi- 
dent emotion and ane to his re- 
Jueſt. N | 
La Motte took a lebt aud tt the 
Marquis to a mall room in a remote part 
of the edifice, where they remained near 
an hour. Madame, alarmed by the 
length « of their abſence, went j in queſt of 
them: ag the drew; near, a cyrighty, in 
| ſuch circui f ances, perhaps, not unix juſti- 
fable, prompted. her to liſten. La Motte 
juſt then exclaimed—< The phrenzy of 
60 deſpair „Some words followed, de- 
Jivered.in a low tone, which ſhe could 
2g underſtand, — 6 have ſuffered more 
£ theo 1 can rel continued he; 
de 
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ce : the ſame image has. purſued me in my 


« midnight dream, and in my daily wan- 


« derings. There is no puniſhment, 
4 ſhort of death, which I would not have 
« endured, to regain the ſtate of mind 


« with which I entered this foreſt. I 


© again addreſs a to "wn com- 
« enn 1 45 1 

A loud guſt of wind, that burſt along 
the paſſage: where. Madame La'Motte 
ſtood, overpowered his voice and that of 
the Marquis, who ſpoke in reply: but ſhe 
ſoon after, diſtinguiſhed . theſe words,— 
3 To- morrow, my Lord, if you return 
© to theſe ruins, U will lead n to the 
7 pot. lit ME: 

2. That is frarecly a 3 
0 « dangerays,” ſaid the Marquis. From 
** you, my Lord, I can excuſe theſe 


7 douhts,” reſumed La Motte; but 1 


1 * will Rr yhatever you ſhall propoſe, 
es, continued he, whatever may be 


4. pry: confequence, I will ſwear to ſubmit | 
The rifing tempeſt | 


60 « to youn We! 
: 15 in 2 : 1 N again 
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Again drowned! the found of their voices, 
and Madame La Motte vainly endea- 
vouted to hear thoſe words, upon which, 
probably, heng the explanation of this 
myſterious conduct. They now moved 
towards the door, and ſhe retreated with 
precipitation to the apartment where'ſhe 
had left Adeline, with Louis and the 
young Chevalier, ME Fe Ft. 
tber the Marquis af Ln Motte 
Wen Lhewedk the Rest haughty and 
el; the latter ſoe what mott com- 
poſed than before, though the impreffion 
of horror was not yet faded from his 
eountenance. The Maryuts paſſed on 
to the ball where his retinue awaited : 
the ſtorm was not yet fiibfided; but he 
ſeemed impatient to be gone, and or- | 
dered his people to be i in readineſs. * La 
Motte obſerved a fullen. filence, fte- 
quently pacing the room with haſty. 
ſteps, and ſometimes loft in reverie. 
Meanwhile, the Marquis, ſeating himfelf 
1. — direQed 1 to her his whole 
atten» 


4 


1 


Le] - 

| attention; except when ſudden fits of aß · 
ſence came over his mind and ſuſpended 
him in filence : at theſe times the young 
Chevalier addrefſed his Ade] ine, who, with 
diffidence and ſome agitation, N firunk 
from the obſervance of both. _ 


The Marguis had been near twohouts: | 


at the abbey, and the tempeſt ſtill eon- 


tinuing, Madame La Motte offered him 


a bed. A look from her hufband made 
her tremble for the conſequence. ' Het 
offer was, however, poſitely declined, 
the Marquis being evidently. as impa- 

tient to be gone, as his tenant appeared 
diſtreſſed by his preſence: He oſten re- 


turned to the hall, and from the gates 


raiſed a look of impatience to the clonds. 
Nothing was to be ſeen through the 


darkneſs of night—nothing heard but the 5 


howͤ lings of the ſtorm. 
The morning dawned before ks! de- 
parted. As he was prep to leave 


the abbey, La Motte again drew him- 


aſide, and held him for a few moments. 
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| in cloſe converſation. His impaſſionod 
geſtures, which Madame La Motte ob- 
ſerved from a remote part of the room, 
added to her curioſity a degree of wild 
apprehenſion, derived from the obſcu- 
rity of the ſubject. Her endeavour to 
diſtinguiſh the correſponding words was 
baffled by the 105 voice in which they 
were uttered. 
_ 7 16h e and his retinue at length 
| departed, and La Motte, having , him- 


elf faſtened the gates, filently and de- 


jectedly withdrew to his chamber. The 


. moment they were alone, Madame ſeized 
tube opportunity of entreating her huſband 
to explain the ſcene ſhe had witneſſed. 


Aſk me no queſtions," ' aid La. Motte, 
fernly, «for I will anſwer none. Lhave _ 
(C already forbade your ſpeaking to me 

« on this . r 
ee What ſubject yy 5 hs 2 In | 
Motte ſeemed to. recollecthimſelf. cc No - 
80 eee Was e thought 
e een ie ee 


V. 
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e you had repeated theſe queſtions be- 


&« fore.” 


« Ah! hy ſaid „ La Motte, ce it 


is then as I ſuſpected: your former 
« melancholy, and the diſtreſs. of this 


3 night have the ſame cauſe.” ED 
„And why ſhould you either craſpeA 

© or, inquire ? ? Am Ialways to be perſe- 

« cuted with conjectures ? „ 

_ Pardon me, I meant not to perſecute 

« you; but my anxiety for your welfare 


40 will not ſuffer me to reſt under this 


” dreadful uncertainty. | Let me claim 
Lethe privilege; of a wiſe, and ſhare the 


« affliction which oppreſſes you. Deny 


© me not.” —La Motte interrupted her, 


Whatever may be the cauſe of the 
6 emotions which you have witneſſed, I 


” ſwear that I will not now reveal it. A 
* time. may come, when I ſhall no lon- 


ger judge concealment neceſſary ; ;:6al 
then be ſilent, and deſiſt from impor- 


* tunity; above all, forbear to, remark 
* to any one what you may have ſeen 
& uncom- 


16 bes, 
57 


1 
4 * 
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* uncommon in me. Bury your ſurmiſe 
jn your own bofom, as you would 
« avoid my curſe and my deſtruction.“ 
The determined air with which he ſpoke 
this, while his cou ntenance was over- 
ſpread with a livid hue, made his wife 
ſhudder ; and ſhe forbore all reply. 

Madame La Motte retired to bed, but 
not to reſt. She ruminated on the paſt 
occurrence; and her ſurprize and curio- 
ſity, concerning the words and beha- 
viour of her huſband, were but more 
ſtrongly ſtimulated by reflection. One 
truth, however, appeared; ſhe could not 
doubt, but the myſterious conduct of La 
Motte, which had for fo many months 
oppreſſed her with anxiety, and the 
late ſoene with the Marquis, originated 
from the ſame cauſe. This belief, which 
ſeemed to prove how unjuſtly ſhe had 
ſuſpected Adeline, brought with it a 
pang of ſelf. accuſation. She looked for- 
ward to the morrow, which would leat 


the 2 oy to 00 abbey, with 
de 
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impatience. Wearied nature at Jeng 
reſumed her rights, and yielded a ſhort 
oblivion of care. 
At a late hour, the next day, the fa- 
mily aſſembled to breakfaſt. Each in- 


abſtracted, but very different was the aſ- 
pect of their features, and ſtill more the 
complex ion of their thoughts. La Motte 
ſeemed agitated by impatient fear, yet 
the ſullenneſs of deſpair overſpread his 
countenance. A certain wildneſs in his 
eye at times expreſſed the ſudden ſtart of 
horror, and again his features would fink 
into the gloom of deſpondence. 
Madame La Motte ſcemed harraſſed 
with anxiety; ſhe'watched every turn of 
her huſband's countenance,. and impa- 
tiently waited the arrival of the Mar- 


quis. Louis was compoſed and thought- 


ful. Adeline ſeemed to feel her full 
ſhare of uneaſineſs. She had obſerved 
the behaviour of La Motte the pre- 


ceding night with much ſurprize, and the 


happy 
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happy confidence ſhe had hitherto re- 
poſed in him, was ſhaken. She feared 
_ alſo, leſt the exigency of his circumſtan- 
Cees ſhould precipitate him again into the 
World, and that he would be either un- 
able of unwilling to afford ber a ſheltor 
beneath his roof. | 
+; During breakfaſt, La Motte 3 
roſe to the window, from whence he caſt 
man; an anxious look. His wife under- 
Mood too well the cauſe of his impa- 
3 tience, and endeavoured . to repreſs her 
i own. In theſe intervals, Louis attempted 
by whiſpers to obtain ſome informa» 
tion from his father, but La Motte al- 
ways returned to the table, where the 
preſence of Adeline eee farther 
diſcourſe. 5 en 
Aſter breakſaſt, as he walked 1 upon the 
: "lo Louis would have joined bim, but 
La Motte peremptorily declared he i in- 
| tended. to be alone, and ſoon; after; the 
| Marquis having not yet arrived, proceed- 
ed to a Ereater diſtance from the .abbey. 
Adeline 
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Adeline retired into their uſual work- 
ing room with Madame La Motte, who 
affected an air of cheerfulnefs, and even 


of kindneſs. Feeling the neceſſity of 


offering ſome reaſon for the ſtriking agi- ö 
tation of La Motte, and of preventing the 
ſurprize, which the unexpected appear- 


ance of the Marquis would occafion Ade- | 


Une, if ſhe was left to connect it with his 
behaviour of the preceding night, ſhe 
mentioned that the Marquis and La Motte 
had long been knowi to endh other, and 
that this unexpected meeting, aſter an 
abſence of many years, and under cir- 


cumſtances ſo altered and humiliating, 
on the part of the latter, had oc ſioned 


him much painful emotion This had 
heen heightened by a conſciouſneſs that 
the Marquis had formerly miſinterpreted 
ſome circumſtances in his conduct tos; 


wards him, which had cauſed a Whom 


id 


Hon of their intimacy. 51% B21 ay 7 To 1 61431 


This account did not bring convie- 
bn hs —_—_ of Adeline, for it ſeemed; 
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inadequate te the. degree of emotion, 
the Marquis and La Motte had mutuallß 
betrayed. Her ſurprize was excited, and 
her curioſity awakened by the words, 
rhieh were meant to delude them both. 
but ſhe forbore to expreſs her thoughts. 
Madame proceeding with her plan, 
. ſaid, « The Marquis was now expected, 
3 Þ . pero ppb et 
<.mained would: be perfectly adjuſted.” 
Adelinebluſhed, and endearouring tore · 
ply, her lips faltered. Conſcious of this 
agitation, and of the obſervance of Ma- 
dame La Motte, ber confuſion increaſed, 
and ber endeavours to ſuppreſs ſerved: 
anly to beighten it. Still ſhe tried to 
renew the diſoourie, and' flift ſhe found 5 
it impofſible to collect her thoughts. 
Shocked deſt Madame thould apprehend 
the ſentiment, which had till this mo- 
ment been iconcealed almoſt from her- 
fell, her colour fled; ſhe fixed her eyes 
on tie ground, and, for ſume time, found _ 
| 464... a Madame Ls j 
| 5 Motte 33 


1 


32 


\* At joe 


— _ ly, Le BY ©” © Fo bao ff Lt -. ty 


hou A 


he 


1 
We + 
8 & 8 


_ . 
Motte inquired- if ſhe was ill, when Ade- 


line, glad of the excuſe, withdrew tothe 


indulgence of her own thoughts, which 


were now, wholly, engroſſed by the ex- 
pectation of ſeeing againthe young Che- 
valier, who had accompanied the Mar- 


quis. 
2 ſhe looked from. herroom, * 

the Marquis on horſeback, with ſeveral 
attendants, adyancing at a diſtance, and 


ſhe haſtened to apprize Madame La 


| Motte of his approach. In a ſhort time, 


he arrived at the gates, and Madame and 
Louis went out to receive him, La 


Motte being not yet returned. He en- 


tered, the ball, followed by the young 


Chevalier, and accoſting Madame with 
a ſort of ſtately politeneſs, inquired for 
La Motte, vham: Louis now ow to, 
ſeek, 115 

' The, Marquis: remained e mi- 
nutes filent, and then aſked of Madame, 
La Motte, how, her fair daughter did?” 
"AO FOO it was Adeline he 


meant, 
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Et. meant, and having anſwered his in- 
quiry, and ſlightly faid that ſhe was 
not related to her, Adeline, upon ſome - 
indication of the Marquis's wiſh, was 
ſent for: ſhe entered the room with a 
modeſt bluſh and a timid air, which 
ſeemed ta engage all his attention. His 1 
compliments ſhe received with a ſweet I 
ce, but, when the younger Chevalier h 
Apen, the warmth of his manner 
c 
r 


ON _=©_ mw al | LI JI 


rendered her's involuntarily more-reſer- | 
ved, and the ſcarcely dared to laiſe her 
dies from'the toad, leſt way mould I 
encounter bs. 
e Motte no w entered 5 nde 
1 zed for his abſen ence, which! the Marquis 
| noticed only by a Night welmation of 
his head, expreſſing at the fame Hime by 
Vis Looks, both diftrüſt and pride. They 
1 5 immediately quitted the abbey tog ether, 
| andthe Marquis eck6ited bis ttendants 
| to fol tow at a diſtance. La Motte for- Yi 
bade his ſon "to accompany Him, but T 


Louis obſerved he took the way i | 
| Ty 8 | . Rh thickeſt 
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thickeſt part of the foreſt, He was loft | 
in a chaos of conjecture. concerning this 
affair, but curioſity and anxiety for his 
father induced hang: har ee at . 
diſtan cee. a 
In the mean a Pn n 0 
whom the Marquis addreſſed by the 

name of Theodore, remained at the ab- 
bey with Madame La Motte and Ade- 
line. The former, with all her addreſs, 
could not conceal her agitation du- 
ring this interval. She moved invo- 
luntarily to the door, whenever ſhe heard 
a footſtep, and ſeveral times ſhe went to 
the hall door, in order to look into the: 
foreſt, but as often returned, checked by 
diſappointment. No perſon appeared. 


Theodore ſeemed to'addreſs as much of 


his attention to Adeline, as politeneſs 
would allow him to withdraw from Ma- 
dame La Motte. His manners ſo gentle, 
yet dignified, inſenſibly ſubdue d her ti- 
midity, and baniſhed Her reſerve. Her 
eonverfation no longer * a pain- 

Vol. I. 1 ful 


: 1 
ful tonftratiit, but gradually diſcloſed the 
| beauties'of her mind, and ſeemed to pro- 
dutce mutual confidence. A ſimilarity 
of ſentiment ſoon appeared, and Theo- 
dore, by the impatient pleaſure which 
animated his countenance, ſeemed. fre- 
. quently to * the ame. * 
Adeline. 

To them the A0 of the Marquis 
was ſhort, though long to Madame La 
Motte, whoſe countenance brightened, 
when ſhe heard the trampling of horſes 


. at the gate. 


The ee 5 rim 


ment, and paſſed on with La Motte to 


a private room, where they remained 
for ſome time in conference, immediately 


aſter which he departed. Theodore took 


leave of Adeline, who, as well as La 
nee and Madame, attended them to 
the gates, with an expreſſion of tender 


abe n be went, looked 


5 eee 
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branches _—_— excluded it m_— ry 
ew doin toes: | 


The tranfient die ee aku 


eben the cheek of Adeline diſappeared 
with the young ſtranger, and ſhe ſighed 


as ſhe turned into the hall. The ima ge : 


of Theodore purſued her to her chamber; 


ſhe reoollected with exactneſs every par- 
ticular of his late converſation his ſen- 


timents ſo congenial with her own—his 


manners ſo engaging—his countenance 
ſo animated ſo ingenuous and ſo noble, 


in which manly dignity was blended 
with the ſweetneſs of benevolence— 


theſe, and every other grace, ſhe recol- 


lected, and a ſoft melancholy ſtole upon 
her heart. I ſhall ſee him no more, 


faid ſne. A figh, that followed, told | 
her more of her heart than ſhe wiſhed to 


know. She bluſhed, and fighed again, 


and then ſuddenly. recollecting herſelf, 


ſhe endeavoured to divert her thoughts 
to a different ſabjedt.' | La Motte's con- 
nection. with the Marquis for ſome time 
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engaged her attention, but, unable to 
develope the myſtery that attended it, 


the ſought a refuge from her own reflec. 
tions in _ a tobe de- 


Ding Wüste; Lone ſhocked: if 
r at the extreme diſtreſs which 
his father had manifeſted upon the firſt 

appearance of the Marquis, addreſſed 
him on the ſubject. He had no doubt 
that the Marquis was intin 

.cerned in the event which me 

ceſſary for La Motte to leave Parts, and 

- he ſpoke his thoughts without diſguiſe, 

lamenting at the ſame time the unlucky 

chance which had brought him to ſeck 
refuge im a place, of all others, theleaſt 
'al capable of affording it—the eſtate of his 
enemy. La Motte did not contradict 
this opinion of his ſon's, and joined in 
- lamenting the evil _ which: u. con. 
ducted him thither. 
| The term of Louis! kde em bi 
. — was now nearly expired, and 


e 
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he took occafion to expreſs his Gina 
that he muſt ſoon be obliged to leave his 
father in circumſtances ſo dangerous as 
the preſent. ** I ſhould leave you; Sir, 
«with leſs pain,” continued he, was 
I fare I knew the full extent of your 
« misfortunes. At preſent 1 am left to 
* conjecture evils, which, perhaps, do 
n not exiſt, Relieve me, Sir, from this 
« ſtate of painful uncertainty, and ſuffer 
«© me to prove myſelf woolly of your 
« confidence.” _ 
have already anſwered you on this 
« ſubject, ſaid La Motte, and for- 
s bade you to renew. it. I am now obli- 
« ved to tell you, I care not how ſoon 
“you depart, if I am to be perſecuted 
with theſe inquiries.” La Motte 
WH walked abruptly away, and left his ſon. . 
to doubt and concern. | 
The arrival of the Marquis had diſſi- 
pated the jealous fears of Madame La 
Motte, and ſhe awoke to a ſenſe of her 
"OY towards Adeline. When ſhe 
| | : * * conſideręd 


\ 


T 
confidered her orphan ſtate the uni- 
form affection which had appeared in 
her behaviour the mildneſs and pa- 
tience with which ſhe had borne her in- 
Jurious treatment, ſhe was ſhocked, and 
took an early opportunity of renewing | 
her former kindneſs, But ſhe could not 
explain this ſeeming inconfifieticy- - of 
conduct, without betraying her late ſuſ- 
picions, which ſhe now blufhed to re- 
member, nor could ſhe apologize for her 
former behaviour, without giving this 
explanation. as 

She contented herſelf, therefore, with 
| expreſſing in her manner the regard 
which was thus revived. Adeline was at 
firft ſurpriſed, but ſhe felt too much 
Pleaſure at the change to be e 
in inquiring its cauſe. | 

But, notwithſtanding the fatiofa&tion 

| which Adeline received from the revival 
of Madame La Motte's kindneſs, her 
| thoughts frequently recurred to the Pe- 


= culiar' and mans circumſtances of her 
3 bin condition. 


5 „ 

. She could not belp feeling 
lefs confidence than ſhe had formerly 
done in the friendſhip of Madame La 
Motte, whoſe chatacter now appeared 
leſs amiable than her imagination had re- 
preſented it, and ſeemed ſtrongly tine- 
tured with caprice. Her thoughts often - 
dwelt upon the ſtrange introduction of 
the Marquis at the abbey, and on the 
mutual emotions and apparent diſlike of 
La Motte and himſelf; and, under 
' theſe circumſtances, it equally excited 
her ſurpriſe that La Motte ſhould chuſe, 
and that the Marquis ſhould permit him, 
to remain in his territory. 

Her mind returned the oftener, per- 
haps, to this ſubject, becauſe it was con- 
nected with Theodore; but it returned 
3 of the idea which attracted 

t. She attributed the intereſt ſhe felt 
i the affair to her anxiety for the wel- 
fare of La Motte, and for her own future 
deſtination, which was now ſo deeply 
involyed in his. Sometimes, indeed, 
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the caught herſelf buſy in conjecture as. 


to the degree of relationſhip in which 
Theodore ſtood to the Marquis, but ſhe 


immediately checked her thoughts, and 


ſeverely blamed herſelf for having ſuf- 
fered them to firay to an object, which 
ſhe perocived v was too dan "qi; roche to = 
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CHAP. VII. 
4 Preſent ilts 


6 by leſs than horrible imaginings.” 
Jurius CÆsAR. 


A FEW 4 aſter the occurrence rela- 


ted in the Preceding chapter, as Adeline 
fat alone in her chamber, ſhe was rou- 


ſed from a reverie by a trampling of 
horſes near the gate, and, on looking 
from the caſement, the ſaw the Marquis 
de Montalt enter the abbey. This cir- 
cumſtance ſurprized her, and an emo- 
tion, whoſe cauſe ſhe did not troubleher- 


ſelf to inquire for, made her inſtantly re- 
treat from the window. The ſame cauſe, 
however, led her thither again as haftily, 
but the object of her ſearch did not ap- 
pear, and ſhe was in no haſte io retire. 
As ſhe ſtood muſing and diſappointed, | 
the © Mangan eau out with La Motte, 


L. 5 and, 


| 
[ 


interview with the Marquis, and wasnow 
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and, immediately looking up, ſaw Ade- 
line and bowed. She returned his com- 
pliment reſpectfully, and withdrew from 
the window, vexed at having been ſeen 
there. They went into the foreſt, but 
the Marquis s attendants did not, as be- 
fore, follow them thither. When they 
returned, which was not till after a con- 
ſiderable time, the Marquis n! 
mounted his horſe and rode away. 

For the remainder of the day, = 
Motte appeared gloomy and filent, and 
Was frequently loſt in thought. Ade- 
line obſerved him with particular atten · 


tion and concern; ſhe perceived that he 


was always more melancholy after an 


ſurpriſed to hear that the latter had ap- 
Pointe to dine the next day era" 
When La Motte mentioned this, he 
added ſome high eulogium on the cha- 
racter of the Marquis, and particularly 


Praiſed i gerieroſity and nobleneſs of 
ſoul. At e e recol- 


e | Wy : 1 lected 


L. 4% 

lected the anecdotes ſhe had formerly 
heard concerning the abbey, and they 
threw a ſhadow over the brightneſs of 
that excellence, which La Motte now 
celebrated. The account, however, did 
not appear to deſerve much credit ; a 
part of it, as far as a negative will admit 
of demonſtration, having been already 
proved falſe; for it had been reported, 
that the abbey was haunted, and no ſu- 
pernatural appearance had ever been ob- 
ſerved by the preſent inhabitants. - 
Adeline, however, ventured to in- 
quire, whether it was the preſent Mar- 
quis of whom thoſe injurious reports had 
been raiſed? La Motte anſwered her 
with a ſmile of ridicule; „ Stories of 
“ ghoſts. and hobgoblins have always 
* been admired and cheriſhed by the 
© vulgar,” ſaid he. « Tam inclined to 
rely upon my own experience, at leaſt, 
as much as upon the accounts of theſe 
« peaſants. If you have ſeen any thing 
* to corroborate theſe a? pray 

„ L. 8 form 


1. 232 1] 
cr inform me of it, that I may eſtabliſh 
«my &ith.” “. 

2 , Lou: miſtake: me, Six,” aid the, | 
it was not concerning ſupernatural 
e agency that I would "inquire ; I al- 
c Iuded to a different part of the report, 
* which hinted, that ſome perſon had 
e been confined- here, by order of the 
% Marquis, who: was ſaid to have died 
eg unfairly. This was alledged as a rea- 

<< ſon for the aged 8 OG abandon- 
«ed the abbey.” 

All the mere coinage of idlene 
44 T4 Motte; a romantic tale to ex- 
cite wonder: to ſee the Marquis is 

cc alone ſufficient to reſute this; and if 
ce ve credit half the number of thoſe 
«ſtories that ſpring from the ſame ſource, 
eee prove ourſelves little ſuperior to 
cc the fimpletons who invent them. 
« Your good ſenſe, Adeline, I think, 
ac will teach you the merit of diſbelief.” 
Adeline bluſhed and was filent ; but 
La Motte' defence of the Marquis ap- 


. . oe 
— . : 3 
- : 6 p 8 


[ aw ]- 
peared much warmer, and more diffuſe, 
than was conſiſtent with his own diſpo- 
fition, or required by-the occaſion. His 
former converſation with Louis occurred 
to her, and ſhe was the more ſurpriſed 
at what paſſed at preſent. 


She looked forward to the morrow 


with. a mixture of pain and pleaſure; the 
expectation of ſeeing again the young 
Chevalier occupying her thoughts, and 
agitating them with a various emotion: 
now ſhe feared his preſence, and now 
ſhe doubted whether he would come. At 
length ſhe obſerved this, and bluſhed to 
find how much he engaged her atten- 
tion. The morrow arrived - the Marquis 
came - but he came alone; and the ſun- 


ſhine of Adeline's mind was clouded, 


though ſhe was able to wear her ufual 
air of cheerfulneſs. The Marquis was 


polite, affable, and attentive : to man- 
ners the moſt eaſy and elegant, was added 


the laſt refinement of poliſhed life. His 
converſation was lively, amuſing, ſome- 
„ n | 


by 


times 
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nuating and affable, 


ſenſibly gave way 4 
tural OP een s loſt em- 


pire. d be 


6 ä viſit you,” continued 


times even witty ; and diſcovered great 
knowledge of the world; or, what is 
often miſtaken for it, an acquaintance 


Vith the higher en and with the to- 
x pics of the day. N 


Here La Motte was alſo qual ified t to 
converſe with him, and they entered 
into a diſcuſſion of the characters and 


manners of the age with great ſpirit, and 
ſome humour. Madame La Motte had 
not ſeen her huſband ſo cheerſul fince 


they leſt Paris, and ſometimes ſhe could 


almoſt | fancy the was there. Adeline 
liſtened, till the cheerfulneſs, Which ne 
had at firſt only aſſumed, became real. 
The addreſs of the ben was ſo inſi · 


at her reſerve i in- 
it, and her na- 


At eee „0 dene told. Ia 


4 Motte he rejoiced at having found ſo 


agreeahle a neighbour. La Motte bowed, 


he, 


Og] 
he, & and I lament that I cannot at pre- 
ce ſent invite Madame La Motte and her 
« fair friend to my chateau, but it is un- 
* dergoing ſome repairs, which make it 
& but an uncomfortable refidence.” & 
The vivacity of La Motte diſappeared 
5 with his gueſt, and he ſoon relapſed into 
fits of ſilence and abſtraction. br The 
4 Marquis 1 is a very agrecable man,” ſaid 
Madame La Motte: —* Very agreeable,” 
replied he.— And ſeems to have an 
c excellent heart, ” ſhe reſumed.—* An 
ic excellent one,” faid Ia Motte. 
Jou ſeem diſcompoſed, my dear; 
F what has diflurbed ö | | 
Not in the leaſt—T was only think- 
6e ing, that with ſuch agreeable talents, 
& and ſuch an excellent heart, it was a 
« pity the Marquis ſhould“— 
What? my dear,” ſaid Madame 
with impatienbe: „That the Marquis 
«* ſhould—ſhould ſuffer this abbey to fall 


<> into ruins, er Ia Motte. het 
San bros Ke Oe awe, «Ig 


7 


bf m1 * 
«Ts that all! *. ſaid Madame, with diſ- 
appointment. —# That is all, upon my 
* honour,” faid La Motte, _ left the. 
room. | 
| Adeline's ſpirits, x no o longer [TW HY 
by the animated converſation of the Mar- 
quis, funk into languor, and when he 
- departed, ſhe walked penſively into the 
foreſt. She followed a little romantic. 
path that wound along the margin of the 
| fiream, and was overhung with deep. 
ſhades. The tranquillity of the ſcene, 
which autumn now touched with her, 
| fi ecteſt tints, ſoftened her mind. to, a 
tender kind of melancholy, and the, 
ſuffered E tear, which, ſhe knew not 
| wherefore, had ſtolen into her eye, to 
tremble there unchecked. She came to | 
a ba le lonely receſs, formed by high. 
the wind ſighed mournfally 
_ the branches, and as it waved. 
their lofty heads ſcattered their. leaves, | 
to the ground. She ſeated herſelf « on a 
bank beneath, and indy oged the melan- 


( 957 J 


choly reflections t that | preſſed on her | 


mind. 

O! could I dive into futurity arid 
" behold the events which await me!” 
faid the ; * ſhould, perhaps, by con- 
*« ſtant contemplation, be enabled to 
© meet them with fortitude. An orphan 
c in this wide world—thrown upon the 


a friendſhip of ſtrangers for comfort, 


and upon their bounty for the very 
«© means of exiſtence, what but evil have 


«I to expect! Alas, my father! how 
© could you thus abandon your child 


« how leave her to the ſtorms of life to 


< ſink, perbaps, beneath them ? Alas, 


461 have no friend!“ 


She was interrupted by a ruffling A 


among the fallen leaves; the turned her 
head, and perceiving the Marquis“ 5 


young friend, aroſe to depart. 4 Par- 


don this intruſion, ſaid he, your 
© voice attracted me hither, and your 


ic words detained me: my offence, how- 


0 er brings with it its own puniſhment, 
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oe havin g learned your ſorrows—howean 
«] help feeling them myſelf? Would 
< that my ſympathy, or my ſuffering, 
7 could reſcue, you; from, them! He 
Hefitated—* Would that L could deferve 
_ * the title of your friend, and gt 

« n. of it by yourſelf!“ 1:4 

The confuſion of Adeline's thoughts 
080 ſcarcely permit her to reply; ſhe 
trembled, and gently withdrew her hand, 
which he had taken, while he ſpoke. 
Jou have, perhaps, heard, Sir, more 
Zaun is true ; I am, indeed, not happy, 
but a moment of dejection has made 
0 me unjuſt, and I am leſs unfortunate 
"ll than I have repreſented. | When I ſaid 
* I;had no friend, I was ungrateful to 
ce the kindneſ of Monſieur and Madame 
* La Motte, ꝓho have been more than 
friends. have been as patents to ma- 
I fo, I honour them, - cried Thes- 
5 dare with warmth; and if I did not 
** foal it to be preſumption, I would atk 


Take you are unhappy —put'— 
; pauſed, 


* 
14 


[ 259 1. 


pauſed. Adeline, raiſing her eyes, ſaw 


him gazing upon her with intenſe and 
eager anxiety, and her looks were again 


fixed upon the ground. «© have paiued 5 


4 you,” ſaid Theodore, * by an im- 
«proper requeſt. Can you forgive me, 
« and alſo when I add, that it was an 
c intereſt in your welfare, _— Maren 
my inquiry? 

„ Forgiveneſs, S it is unnecefiary 
ce to aſk. I am certainly obliged by the 
compaſſion you expreſs. But the even- 
e ing is cold; if you ML, we will 


cc walk towards the abbey.” As they 


moved on, Theodore! was for ſome! 
time filent. At length, It was but 


_ © lately that I ſolicited your” pardon, 
ſaid he, “ and I ſhall now, perhaps, 


« have need of it again j but you will db 
nc juſtice to believe, that I have a 
e müng, and, indeed, a profling reaſon 


e eee bee, 
«10 Mondeur La Matte n. 
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et We are not at t all FT ” faid 
Adeline; ; * but the ſervice he has done 
© me | can never repay, and I hope my 
« gratitude will teach me never to _ | 
E 
« Indeed !” ſaid Ahn A 
« and may I aſk how _ ro have 
Jin, 55 
; « Rather, Sir, let ine aſk; 8 theſe 3 
| cc queſtions ſhould be neceſſaryꝰ ? 
| Jou are juſt,” ſaid he, with an air 
= of ſelf-condemnation,”* my conduct has 
ddeſerved this reproof; I ſhould have 
4 been more explicit.” He looked as 
if his mind was labouring with ſome- 
- thing which he was unwilling to expreſs. | 
* But you know not how dclicately Tam 
a ſtanced, continued he, yet 
& ill aver, that my queſtions are 
i] «prompted by the tendereſt intereft ig 
 *< your happineſ and even by my feats 
cc for your ſafety. ”—Adeline ſtarted. 1 
<« fear you are deceived,” ſaid he, 0 1 
* N22 . s dere near . - 
LS 3, Adeline 


„ ..- 
Adeline ſtopped, and, looking ear- 


neſtly at him, begged he would explain 


himſelf. She ſuſpected that, ſome miſ- 
chief threatened La Motte; and Theo- 
dore continuing ſilent, ſhe repeated her 
requeſt. If La Motte is concerned in 
«this, danger,” faid ſhe, let me en- 
ce treat you to acquaint him with it im- 
e mediately. He has but too 1 miſ- 
e fartunes to apprehend.” 


Excellent Adeline!” cried Theo- 
e „that heart muſt be adamant that 


. injure you. How ſhall I hint 
« what I ſear i is too true, and how for- 
e bear to warn you of your danger with. 
« out.” He was interrupted by a ſtep 
among the trees, and preſently after 
a. La Motte croſs into the path they 
were in. Adeline felt confuſed at being 
thus ſeen with the Chevalier, and was 


baſtening to join 


ment's- attention. There is how no 


time to- e myſelf,” dad be: 


- 
—— —— n 


La Motte, but Theo- 
fore — — het, and entreated a mo- 
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er yet what. I would ſay is of the amo 
* conſequence to yourfelf., | | 


udo promiſe; ſaid Adeline, with 
a faltering voice; Iwill come; to the 
_ © ſpot where yon ſound me this evening, | 
*; to-morrow an earlier hour. r 

. 34 4. | 5 this, 
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| His tt 
e Promiſe, therefore, demertme in 
er ſome. part of the: foreſt, at about this 


ee time to- morrom evening, | you will 


5 then, I hope, be convinced, that my 
conduct is directed, neither by com- 
6c wn eircumſtances, nor common re- 

gard,” Adeline ſhuddered at the idea 
of making an appointment; the heſi- 


tated, and at length entreated Theo- 


dore not to delay till to-morrow an ex- 
planation which appeared to be ſo im- 
Portant, but to follow. La Motte and 


inſorm him of his danger immediately. 
et is not with La Motte I would ſpeak,” 
replied. Theodore; I know.of no dan- 


that m but he ap- 
roaches; be quick,” lowly Adeline 
Kor 0 and promiſe to meet me.“ Ren eurtt 


[63 J 


this, ſhe withdrew her trembling hand, 


which Theodore had preſſed to his lips, 
in token of acknowledgement, and he 
immediately diſappeared, \ 
La Motte now approached Adeline, 
who, fearing that he had ſeen Theodore, 
was in ſome confuſion. « Whither is 
“Louis gone ſo faſt?” ſaid La Motte. 
She rejoiced to find his miſtake, and ſuf- 


fered him to remain in it. They walked 
penſively towards the abbey, where Ade- 
line, too much occupied by her own 


thoughts to bear company, retired to her 


chamber. She ruminated upon the words 


of Theodore, and the more ſhe conſi- 
dered them, the more ſhe was perplexed. 
Sometimes ſhe blamed herſelf for having 
made an appointment, doubting whe- 
ther he had not ſolicited it for the purpoſe 


of pleading a paſſion; and now delicacy 


checked this thought, and made her. 
vexed that ſhe had preſumed upon 


having inſpired one. She recollected 
thy: ſerious . of his voice and | 
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manner, when he entreated: her to meet 
him; and as they convinced her of the 
importance of the ſubject, ſhe ſhuddered 


at a .danger, which. ſhe could not com- 


prehend, looking forward to the morrow 


with anxious impatience. . ,_ 


| Sometimes, too, a remembrance of the 
tender intereſt he had expreſſed for her 
| welfare, and of his correſpondent look 
and air, would fteal acroſs her memory, 
awakeninga pleaſingemotiona andalatent 
bope that ſhe was not indifferent to him. 
From reflections like theſe ſhe was rouſed 
by a ſummons to ſupper: therepaſt was 
_ - a melancholy one, it being the laſt even 


ing of Louis's ſtay at the abbey. Ade- 
line, who eſteemed _ bim, regretted his 


departure, while his eyes were often, bent 
on ber, with a look which ſeemed to ex- 


preſs that he was about to leave the ob- 


ject of his affection. She endeayoured,, 


by. her ebeerfulneſß, to re- animatę the 


whole party, and eſpecially. Madame 
. La A who frequently ſhed tears. 


. We 


* * 4” 8 
4 * , 
#6 Þ* 7; SS 6.4 


th 26; } 
« We fhallfoon meet again,” ſaid Ade- 
line, *I truſt, in happier circumſtances.” 
La Motte ſighed. - The pens 


Louis brightened at her words, © Do you | 
«with it?“ ſaid he, with peculiar « em- 


phaſis. öMoſt certainly I do,” ſhe 


replied. Can you doubt my n 
for my beſt friends "18 


« F cannot doubt any thing that is. 


jood: of you,” fad. be... 1 id 


: « You. forget you have leſt Paris, | 


lad La Motte to his ſon, while a faint 
ſmile crofled his face,..** ſuch a compli» 
« ment would there be in character with 
« the place in theſe ſolitary woods os is 
quite. e. Ry, tat. ln 
The language 5 1 is AY 
« always that of compliment, Sir, ſaid 
Louis. Adeline, willing to change the 
diſcourſe, aſked, to what part of France 
be was going. He replicd, that his rege 
ment was now at Peronne, and he ſhould _ 
£9 immediately thither. After ſome © 
mention of indifferent ſubjedts,. the fa- 
or. I. Mn. 
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mn Fihdreb for the bart te wen ſe- 
1 veral chambers. 


The approachiin 4 deere of ber 1 


occupied the thoights of Madame La 
Motte, and the” appeared at breakfaſt 
with eyes ſwöln with Weeping. 20 The 
pale countenance of Louis emed to in- 
dicate that he had reſted no' better than 
his mother. When breakfaſt was over, 
Adeline retired for 4 br 2 28 
might not interrupt, by Her pr eſence, 
their 1ſt converfation. - od 
on the lawh before the abbey ſhe returned 
in thought to the occtirrence of yeffertay 
evening, and ber impaticrice for the ap- 
pointed interview increaſed. She Was 
| ſoon joined by Louis. It Was unkind 
« ' of 2 to leave us,” d! he, «© in the 


ae; . en i emer ann) Mol 
«(Jepart with les foto.“ Fle then 
expteſſed "his concern at leavitig her, 
and though he had Kithetto arnsed Him. 
121 . 8 Vet / 3... $869 ſelf 
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ſelf with reſolution to forbear a direct 
avowal of an attachment, which muſt be 
fruitleſs, his heart now yielded to the 
ſorce of paſſion, and he told what Ade- 
line every moment feared to hear. 
_ «This declaration, ſaid Adeline, en- 
deavouring to overcome the agitation it 
excited, gives me inexpreſſible con- 
| «.cern. 2 
ny y not ſo!” » Intetrapted Louis, 
< bit give me ſome ſlender hope to ſup- 
port me in the miſeries of abſence. 
« Say that ybu do not hate me Say! 
e That I do moſt readily fay,” replied 
Adeline, in a- tremulous voice; if it 
« will give you pleaſure to be aſſured of 
my eſteem and friendſhip receive this 
© affurance :—as the ſon of my belt be- 
*-nefaQors, you ave entitled to” 
Name not benefits,“ ſald Louis, 
«your! merits 'out-run them all: and | 
« ſurfer me to hope for à ſentiment” tefs 
* cool than that of friendſhip, as well as 
* to believe that J do not owe your ap- | 
M 2 13 ** Probation 


- c would effectually decide lor us. I 
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cc n of. me to the actions of 
others. I have long borne my paſſion 
c in ſilence, becauſe I ſoreſaw the diffi. 
« culties that would attend. it, nay, l 
oF have even dared to endeavour to over- 
cc come it: I have dared: to believe it 
: « poſſible, forgive the ſuppoſition, that 
I could forget vou and“ 
Lou diſtreſs me,” n Ade ; 
line; * this is a converſation, which [WF : 
1 ought not to hear. I am above di-M 
16 guiſe, and, therefore, aſl ure you, 
« that, though your virtues will always 
command my eſteem, you have no- 
« thing to hope from my love. Were 
«© it even otherwiſe, our circumſtances 


« you are really my friend, vou will Ter 
* joice that I am ſpared this ſtruggle 
ce between affection and prudence. Let 
« me hope alſo, that time will teach 
« you to reduce love within the mit 


„ | friendſhip,” 


L 269 ] 
« Never!” cried Louis vehemently : 


- Were this poſſible, my paſſion would 


« be unworthy of its object. While 


he ſpoke, Adeline's favourite fawn 


came bounding towards her. This cir- 
cumſtance affected Lows even to tears. 


* This little animal,” ſaid he, after a 
hort pauſe; «firſt conducted me to you: 
it was witneſs to that happy moment 
c hen 1 firſt ſaw you ſurrounded by at- 


« tradtions too powerful for my heart; 


'« that moment is now freſh in my me- 


mory, and the creature comes even to 
« witneſs this ſad one of my departure.” 


Grief intetrupted his utterance; 

When he-recovered his voice; he faid, 
« Adeline! when you look upon your 

little favourite and careſs it, remember 


the unhappy Louis, who will then be 
'* far, from you. Do not deny me 
4 the . | Corlfolation | of en 
$6 this PATHS 5 5 ps A 

„ ſhall not require weh a monitor to 
. ans me of you, ſaid Adeline with 


M 3 „ a ſmile; 
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a ſmile: your excellent parents and 


0 your own merits have ſufficient claim | 


„upon my remembrance. Could | ſee 
« your natural good ſenſe reſume its in- 


6 fluence over paſſion, my fatisfaction 


* would equal my eſteem for you.” 
Do not hope it, ſaid Louis, * nor 

« will 1 wiſh it—ſor paſſion here is vir- 

* tue.” As he ſpoke, be ſaw La Motte 


turn round an angle of the abbey. The 
moments are precious, ſaid he, I 
am interrupted. O! Adeline, farewell! 


and ſay that po will an think 


«of me.” _ 


2 5 Farewell, aid Adeline, wh was 


 aeced by his difireſs—** farewell! 
0 wh peace attend-you, I will think of 
-« you with the affetion-of à filter,” — 


He ſighed deeply, and preſſed her hand; 
when La Motte, winding round angther 


projection of the ruin, again appeared. 


Adeline left them together, and with- 


drew to her chamber, oppreſſed by the 


bene. Louis 8 W 2 her eſteem 


Were 
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were top fincere not to inſpire her with 
a firong degree * pity for his unhappy 
attachment. She 1 remained in her cham- 
ber till be had quitted the abbey, unwil-. 
ling t to ſuhject him or herſelf to the pain 
of a formal parting. _ 

As evening and the hour of appoint- 
ment drew nigh, Adeline's impatience in- 
creaſed ; yet, when the time arrived, her 
reſolution failed, and ſhe faltered from her 
purpoſe. - There was ſomething of inde-- 
licacy and diſſimulation in an appointed 
interyiew, on her part, that ſhocked her. 
She recollected the tenderneſs of Theo- 
dore's Manner, and ſeveral little circums 
ſtances which ſeemed to indicate that his 
heart was not unconcerned in the event. 
Again ſhe was inclined to doubt, whether 
he had not obtained her conſent to this 
meeting upon ſome groundleſs ſuſpi- 
cion; and ſhe almoſt determined not to 
go; yet it was poſſible Theodore's aſ- 
ſertion might be ſincere, and her danger 
zeal ; the chance of this made her de- 
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licate ſcru ples appear ridiculous; the 


wondered that ſhe had for a moment 

| ſuffered them to weigh againſt fo ſerious 

an intereſt, and, blaming herſelf for the 

delay they had occaftoneds haſtened to 
the place of appointment. 


'The little path which led to this ſpot 


: was filent and ſolitary, and when ſhe 


reached the receſs, Theodore had not ar- 


rived. A tranfient pride made her 
unwilling he ſhould find that ſhe was 


more punctual to his appointment than 


himſelf; and ſhe turned from the receſs 
Into a track, which wound among the 


trees to the right. Having walked ſome 


way, without ſeeing any perſon, or hear- 

ing a footſtep, the returned; but he was 
not come, and ſhe again left the place. 
A ſecond time ſhe came hack, and Theo- 


dore was ſtill abſent. Recollecting the 


time at which ſne had quitted the abbey, 
_ | - ſhe grew uneaſy, and calculated that the 
hour appointed was now much exceed 


Ln ow was __— and 2-74 


. 
but ſhe ſeated herſelf on the turf, and 
was reſolved to walt the event. After 
remaining here till the fall of twilight i in 
fruitleſs expetation, her pride became 
more alarmed; ſhe feared: that he had 
diſcovered Nabe * of the partiality 8 
had inſpired, and believing that he now | 
treated her with purpoſed neglect, ſhe: 
quitted the place x with diſguſt and ſelf-- 
accuſation...” pus 
© When theſe- emotions Fubfided, and 
reaſon reſi umed' its influence, ſhe bluſhed: 
for what ſhe termed this childiſh efferveſ- 
cencec of ſeli-love. She recolle&ed, as if for 
the firſt time, theſe words of Theodore * 
1 fear you are deceived, and that ſome 
5 danger 1 is near you.” Her judgment: 
now acquitted the offender, and ſhe faw- 
only, t the friend. The import of theſe. 
words, whoſe truth ſhe no longer doubt- 
fed, again alarmed. her... Why: did he 
trouble himſelf to come from the cha- 
teau, on purpoſe to hint her danger, i if- 
le did. not with to preſerve her? And if ö 

— <= 1 be 


[ 3 
he wiſhed to preſerve her, what but ne- 
ceſſity could have vithbeld. him Som the 
appointment? 
Theſe refleQi 10ns decided * * . 
She reſolved to repair on the following 
day at the ſame hour to the receſs, whi- 
ther the intereſt, which ſhe believed him 
to take in her fate, would no doubt con- 
duct him in the hope of meeting her. 
That ſome evil hovered over her the i 
could not diſbelieye, but what it might 
be, ſhe was unable to gueſs. Monſieur 
5 and: Madame La Motte were her friends, 
and who. elſe, removed, as the now 
thought herſelf, beyand the reach of her 
father, could injure her? But why did 
Theodore fay ſhe was deceived? She 
found it impoſſible to extricate herſelf 
from the labyrinth, of conjeQure, but. en- 
deavou red to command her anxiety till 
the following evening. In the mean 
time ſhe engaged herſelf in efforts to 
amuſe Madame La Motte, who required 
9 22 rejich, after the e of 5 ſon. 
e BT "ow 


=” 
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Thus oppreſſed by her own cares, and 
ed by thoſe of Madame La Motte, | 
Adeline retired: to reſt: She ſoon Joft 
her xecolleRion,, but at yas oply 40 fall 
into harraſſęd umbers, ſuch as but top 
often haunt the couch of the unhappy. 
At length her perturbed er ſuggeſted 

the following dream. 
ebenen the vas in 4 lange ld 
| chamber, onging to the abbey, more 
anciapt and. deſolate; though in part fare | 

niſhed,: than any ſhe had vet Sen. It 
yas ſtrongly barricadoed, yet no perſon 
appeared: Wahilę ſhe Good — > 

Jurveying:the: apartment, heheard.a, 

yoige gall her, and, cen libro | 

Place whence at came, ſhe perceived,by 

the dim Jight ofa lamp a figure ſtretched 

on A hed that yon the fler. Fhe 
voice called again, and approaching de 

bed, the diſtinctly faw the features of a 

man who appeared to he dying - K 

gbaſily paleneſs gyerſprepd. hig countr- 

Ss yet there was an W F 
ö „% ¾ =o RES mild- . 


ta) 
| mildneſs and Uignity' in i, „ which ſtron oy 
intereſted her. 
While ſhe looked on him his features 
changed and ſeemed convulſed in the 
agonies of death. The ſpectacle ſock- 
ed her, and ſhe ſtarted back, but he ſud- 
denly ſtretched forth his hand and ſeiz- 
ing her's, graſped it v with violence : the 
ſtruggled in terror to diſengage herſelf, | 
and again looking on his face, ſaw a 
man, who appeared to be about thirty, 
with the ſame features, but in full health; 
And of a moſt benign countenance. He 
finiled tenderly upon her and moved his 
; Ups, as if to ſpeak, when the floor of the 
chamber ſuddenly opened and he funk : 
from her view. The effort ſhe made to 
' fave herſelf from following, awoke her.— 
This dream had ſo ſtrongly impreſſed 
| "Her fancy, that it was ſome time before 
ſhe could overcome the terror it occa- 
ſioned, or even be perfectly cohVin Cel 
1470 Was in ber own the N At 
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4 


len at; however, ſhe compoſe ed herſelf to | 


: fleep; : again ſhe fell into a dream. 


8 She thought ſhe was bewildered i in 


one Wit hing paffag es of the abbey ; : 
that'4 was GR 5 „and that' ſhe 


wandered about a conſiderable tiche, 


without being able to find a door. Sud- 
denly ſhe heard a bell toll from above, 
And ſoon” After a” confufion of diſtant 
Voices. She bible her efforts to ex- 
tricate” hi erſe elf. Preſently all was ſiill, 


And, at lengtb, wearied tt the ſearch, 


The ſat down on a ſtep that croſſed the 
afſage. . She had 10t been Jong here, 
chen ſhie fu i light 


age," which was very long, prevented 
her ſeeing from What it proceeded. It 
continued to glimmer faintly ſor tome 
time, and men grew ſtronger, when the 
ſaw a man enter the Paffa age; habited i in a 
 TJong'black Cloak, like thoſe uſually w worn 
by attendants at funerals, and bearing 4 


toteh. 'He called to her to follow bim, | 
of | 24 E | 3 | 


glimmer at a diſ- 
tance of the walls, b a turn in the paf- 


| 218 1 
** ber through a Jong pailage. to 
the Me of a ſtaircaſe. Here the feared 
to proceed, and v was running ba bag oY when 
the man 19 turned to purſue her, 

Tg with the terror, which thi HA 


| oat by theſe viſions, and more. 
fo by! their ſeeming connection, which 
pow Qryck her, the endeavoured {9 con: 
2 ONS. bett dei terrific mages 
1d agapn bean her minds after eee 
time however, her h. We 29 Wirits again 
ſunk mo. Humber, th ough not to. rer 
poſe, . eG 
She, n now thong Here in a largp 
old gall ery, and ſaw at one end of it a 
chamber door flanding a little open, ang 
a light-within : the went towards it, ant 
perecived the man ſhe had before ſeen, 
ſtanding at the door, and beckoning her 
towards him. With the inconſiſtency io. 
common in dreams, ſhe no longer endea- 
ö voured to avoid him, but advancing, fol- 
lowed him into a hits of very ancient 


3 _ a part- 
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ed up as if for a ſuneral. Still he led 
her on, till ſhe found herſelf in the fame 


chamber ſhe remembered to have ſeen in 


her former dream: a coffin, covered with 
a pall, ſtood at the farther end of the 


room; ſome lights, and . perſons 


ſurrounded it, who appeared to bei in 
great diftreſs. 
_ Suddenly, the thou ht theſe fit 
were all gone, and pat ſhe was left 
alone; that ſhe went ypt to the coffin, 
and while ſhe gazed upon it, ſhe heard 
' a yoice ſpeak, as if frqm within, but law 
nobody. The man the bad before feen, 
ſoon after ſtood by the coffin, and, liftir 
the pall, ſhe faw beneath it a dead per- 
ton, whom ſhe thought to be the dying 
Chevalier ſhe had ſeen in her former 
dream: bis features | were ſunk'in death, 
but they were yet ſerene. While ſhe 


eg at him, a ſtream of blood guſhed 


from his ſide, and deſcending to the 
floor, the . chamber was overfiow- 


BS & 7 
bs 
4 4 


apartments, hung with black, and light- 
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ed: at the fame time ſome Words were 
8 uttered i in the voice the heard before; but 
the horror of the ſcene ſo entirely over- 
came her, that. ſhe ſtarted and awoke. 

When the had recovered, her recollec- 
| tion, *. "the raiſed herſelf i in the bed, to be 
convinced it was a dream ſhe had wit- 
neſſed, and the agitation of her ſpirits 
Was ſo great, that ſhe feared' to be alone, 
and almoft determined to call Annette. 
The features of the deceaſe Tperſ6n, , and: 
the chamber where he lay, \ were ſtron gly 
impreſſed upon Her memory, and fhe ſtill? 
thought ſhe heard the voice, and ſaw tlie 
countenance which. her. dream repreſent- 
ed. a The longer ſhe confidered” theſe 
dreams, the more the was ſürprized: 
W were ſo very terrible, returned le. 


3 3 
11.989 


ſhould be 1 Body De Red Se 4 
4 ell. She llept no ore: tat nicht. 
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When theſe prodigies 

Do fo conjointly meet, let not men ſay, 

Me Theſe are their reaſons; they are natural; 
For I believe they are portentous things.“ 

: Jozivs Cara, 


. 


Wan Adeline aüppewedd 6 bogs 


faſt, her harraſſed and languid coutite- | 


nance: ſtruck Madame L Motte, who 
 Inquired if ſhe was ill; Adeline; forcing 
a ſmile upon her features, faid ſhe had 
not reſted well, for that the had had very 
Kiftiirbedidvedins; - the Was. about to de- 

ſeribe them, but alſtrong and involun- 
tary impulſe prevented ber? At the fame 
time La Motte ridiculed her concern ſo 
unmiereifully, that- ſhe was almolt _ 
aſhamed to have mentioned it, and tried 
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m3 
to overcome the remembrance of its 


cauſe. 
After Wenn ſhe 1 to 


employ her thoughts by converſing with 
Madame La Motte; but they were really 
engaged by the incidents of the laſt two 
days; the circumſtance of her dreams, 
and her conjectures, concerning the i in- 
formation to be communicated to her by 
Theodore. They had thus ſat ſor ſome 
time, when a ſound of voices aroſe from 
the great gate of the abbey; and, on 
going to the caſement, Adeline faw the 
Marquis and his attendants on the layn 
below. The portal of the abbey, con- 
Sealed ſexgra). peaple from her vic, and 
among the it was -poſhhle might bg 
Theodore, who bad nat yet. appeared: 
the continued tg Jook for him with great 
anxiety, till the Marquis entered the hall | 
Vith La Motte, and ſome. other perſons, 

don after which Madame. La Mott 
vent to receive him, and Adeline retired 
b r e PARADE || 


A wer 


283 


A meſſage from La Motte, however, 
ſoon called her to join the party, here 
ſhe vainly hoped to find Theodore. 
The Marquis aroſe as ſhe approached, 
and, having paid her ſome general com- 
pliments, the converſation took a very 
lively turn. Adeline, finding it impoſ- 
ſible to counterfeit cheerfulneſs, while 
her heart was ſinking with anxiety and 
diſappointment, took little part in it: 
Theodore was not once named. She 

would have aſked concerning him, had 
it been poſſible to inquire with pro- 
priety; but ſhe was obliged to content 
herſelf with hoping, firſt, that he would 
arrive before dinner, and then, before 
the departure oſ the Marquis. 1 

Thus the day paſſed in expectation and 
diſappointment. The evening was now 
approaching, and ſhe was condemned to 
remain in the preſence of the Marquis, 
apparently liſtening to a converſation, 
which, in truth, ſhe ſcarcely heard, while 
we opportunity was, Perhaps, * 
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that would decide her fate: She was. 
ſuddenly relieved-from this ſtate of tor- 


ture, and thrown into . if Pony 


: Rill more diſtreſſing. 
he Marquis inquired: for Louis, 464 
N being informed of his departure, men- 
tioned that Theodore Peyrou had that 
morning ſet out ſor his regiment in a 
diſtant province. He lamented the loſs 
he ſhould ſuſtain by his abſence ; and 
| expreſſed ſome very flattering praiſe of 
Bis talents. The ſhock of this intelligence 
-overpowered the long-agitated fpirits of 
Adeline; the blood forſook her cheeks, 
land a ſudden faintneſs came over her, 
from which ſhe recovered only to a eon- 
ſciouſneſs of having betrayed her emo- 
tion, and the TE of peg into a 
eu fit. aff 
She 5 FX her ans 3 
22 once more alone, her oppreſſed 
_.cheart found relief from tears, in which 
_ - the freely indulged.” Ideas crow ded ſo 
ſaſt Pn. her mind, that, it was long ere 
W | | the 
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ſhe could arrange them ſo as to produce 
any thing like reaſoning. She endea- 
voured to account for the abrupt depar- 


ture of Theodore. © Is it poſſible,” ſaid 


ſhe, © that he ſhould take an intereſt in 
ny my. welfare, and yet leave me expoſed 


«to the full force of a danger which 


« he himſelf. foreſaw ] Or am I to be- 
6 lieve that he has trifled with my ſim- 
« plicity for an idle frolic, and has now 
« left me to the wondering apprehenſion 
« he has raiſed? Impoſlible! a counte- 


<« nance ſo noble, and manners fo amia- 


< able, could never diſguiſe a heart ea 


pable of forming ſo deſpicable a de- 


c < fign., No whatever i is reſerved for 


60 me, let me not relinquiſh the pleaſure | 
« of believing that he i Is n of wy | 


ce eſteem.” . N 


She wWas aw ee ee thoughts like 5 


theſe by a peal of diſtant thunder, and 


now perceived that the gloomineſs of . 
evening was deepened by the coming | 


ORs z, it = 5997 onward, ang ſoon! aſter 
the 
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the Ughtning began to Bath along me 
climber. Adeline wis ſuperior to the 
affedation'6f fear, and was hot apt to be 
tertified; but ſhe ub felt it uppleaſant 
to he alone, and, hoping that the Mar- 
Auis miglit have leſt the abbey, the went 
down to the ſitting- room; but the 
- thfeatebing aſpett of the heuvens had 
hitkerto Heraihed him, and now the 

evening tempeſt made him rejoice that 

| de bannt en a Thelter.- The form | 


Motte prefted OY to take a bed at 
the ubbey; and he, at length, conſented; 

a 'crcumftance Which "threw Madame 
12 Motte into ſome petptexity, as to the 


| neconimodationt#Veafividel Him. AF. 


ter home dime ſhe arranged the affair to | 
her fatisfaction, reſigning her owiapart- 
mient to the Marquis, and that of Louis 
to two of his Tuperior attendants; Ade- 


oo} it was further fettled, ſtwuld give » 


up her room to Monficur and Madame 
** * and remove to an iner 
4904 cham- 


b :- 
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dub, wheke a fall 'bed, ufualy be. 
cüpied by Annette, Was placed for her.” 

2 3 ſupper the Marquis was leſs gay 
than üſual; he frequently atidreſſed Ade- 
line, and his 100k and manner ſeemed to 
exprefs the tender ilitereſt which Her in- 
diſpoſition, for the filr appeared Pale and 
languid, had excited. Adeline, as ufual, 
made an effort to forget her anxicty, and 
aj pear ! happy ; but the veil of affumed 


cheerfulneſs was too thin to.conceal the 


bY tures of ſorrow; a 3 4 nd her feeble ſmiles 
only added a peculiar ſoſthefs to her air. 
The Marquis cohverſed with her on a 
Vunety of ue and diſptayed an ele- 
gant mint. The öbfervations of Ade- 
Tine, which, when called upon, the gave 
with modeſt reluctance; in words at once 
fitiple and forcible, feemed-to Excite his 
"RAG, which he ſometimes betrayed 
by An apparently” inadvertent expreſſion. 
Hae retired early to her room, 

Sihich adjoined on one fide to Madame 
La Motte's, and on the ther to the 
cloſet 
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cloſet; formerly, mentioned, It. rer 
cious and lofty, and what little furni- 
ture it contained. was falling to decay: 
but perhaps, the preſ ent tone of her 
ſpirits, might contribute more than theſe 
circumſtances to giye that air of melan- 
holy. which ſeemed to reign in it. She 
was unwilling to go to bed, leſt the | 
dreams that had latel \ purſued, her ſhould 

| z and e to it up. till the | 


* 
2 
— + 
. 


* ＋ 
* * * 


| found. She placed the light on a fell! 

: table, and, taking a book, continued t to 
read for above an hour, till her mind re- 

E ſuſed any longer to abſtract itſelf from 
its own cares, and, ſpe ſat for ſome timẽ 

kaping geafively on her arm. 

The wind was high, and. as it whiſtled 

| through, the, deſolate... apartment, and 

| — hookſhe Fee door hs often fiarted, 5 

| and. ſometimes even thoug hy the geared 

| "fighs in the, pauſes of. the guſt; but 

Z dhe e theſe, Tos ions, which the 
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Hor bur of the night, and her own melan- 


choly, imagination conſpired to raiſe. 
As ſhe ſat muſing, her eyes fixed on 


the oppoſite wall; ſhe perceived the ar- . 


gs, -with which the room was hung, 
| wave backwards and forwards; fhe con- 
tinued to obſerve it for ſome minutes, 


and then roſe to examine it farther. It 


was moved by the wind, and ſhe bluſhed 


at the momentary fear it had excited: 


but ſhe obſerved. that the tapeſtry was 
more. ſtrongly. agitated in one particular 
place than elſewere, and a noiſe that 
ſeemed ſomething more than that of the 


wind, iſſued thence. The old bedſlead | 


which La Motte had found in this apart- 
ment, had been removed to-accommo-: 
date Adeline, and it was behind the place: 


where this had ſtood, that the wind 
ſeemed to ruſh with particular force; cu 


rioſity prompted her to examine ſtill far-: 


ther; the felt about the tapeſtrys and. 


perceiving the wall behind ſhake under 


her reg ho! liſted Go arras, and _ | 


WH? 1 
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covered a ſmall door, whoſe Iooſened 
| hinges admitted the wind, and beca. 
fioned the noiſe ſhe had heard. 


The door was held only by a PR 
having undrawn which, and brought the 


bered her dreams. The chamber was 

not much unlike that in which ſhe had 
ſcen the dying chevalier, and afterwards 
the bier; but it gave her a confuſed re- 


membrance of one through which ſhe 
had paſſed. Ho] ding up the light to 
examine it more fully, ſhe was cnvin- 


ced by its ſtructure thatit was part of the 
ancient foundation. A ſhattered caſe- 


ment, placed high from the floor, ſeemed 
to be the only opening to admit light. 

She obſerved a door on the oppoſite ſide 
of the appartment; and aſter ſoine mo- 
ments of heſitation, gained courage, and 


7 determined to purſue the inquiry. * A 
« * myſtery. ſeems: to hang cover theſe 


"If "laid the, „ which it is, 
Fe 1 7703 . 7 5 CC „ 


1 291 ] 


« perhaps, my, lot to develope; 1 vill, 
vc at leaſt, ſee to which that door leads. 


She ſtepped forward, and having un- 
cloſed it, proceeded with faltering ſteps 
along a ſait of apartments, reſembling 


the firſt in ſtyle and condition, and ter- 
minating in one exactly like that where 
her dream had repreſented the dying 
perſon. The remembrance ſtruck ſo 
forcibly” upon her imagination, that ſhe 
was Ih danget of fainting; and looking 
round the room, almoſt expected to ſee 
the phantom of her dream. 

"Unable to quit the place, ſhe ſat down 
on ſome old lumber to recover herſelf, 


while her ſpirits were nearly overcome 


by a ſuperſtitious dread, ſuch as, ſhe had 


never felt before. She wondered: to whit 7 
part of the abbey theſe chambers belong- 88 
ed, and that they bad 6 long eſeaped | 
detection. The caſements were all too ; 
high to afford any information ſrom 
without. When ſhe was "ſufficiently 


E to conſider the direction of 
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dhe rooms, and the fituation of the abbey, 
there appeared not a doubt that they 
formed. an interior part of the enen 

b 3 
As theſe reflection paſſed, over Cher 
"wb, a ſudden gleam of moonlight fell 
upon ſome object without the caſement. 
Being now fufficiently compoſed t to wiſh 
40 purſue the inquiry, and believing this 
object might afford her ſome means of 
learning the ſituation of theſe rooms, 
ſhe combated her remaining terrors, and 
-in order to diſtinguiſh it more clearly, 
removed the light to an. outer chamber; 
but before ſhe could return, a heavy 
cloud was driven over the face of the 
: moon, and all without was perfect y 
dark: ſhe ſtood for ſome: moments wait- 
ing a returnin g gleam, but the obſcurity 
continued. As ſhe went ſoftly back for 
the light, her foot ſtumbled over ſome- 


hing on the floor, and while ſhe ſtooped 
examine it, the moon again ſhone, ſo 


* ſhe could diſtinguiſh, through the 
| caſement, 


— 
. 


ro” 


8 
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cafement, the caſtern towers of the ab- 


bey. This diſcovery confirmed her for- 
mer- conjectures concerning the interior 
fituation of theſe apartments. The ob- 
ſcurity of the place prevented her diſco- 
vering what it was that had impeded her 


ſteps, but having brought the light for- 


ward, ſhe perceived on the floor an old 


dagger: : with a trembling hand ſhe 


took it up, and upon a cloſer view per- 


_ ceived that it was n W ſtained | 


vith ruſt. 


| Shocked ind: farpriſcd; Mis locked 


round the room for ſome object that 
might confirm or deſtroy the dreadful 
ſuſpicion which now ruſhed upon her 


mind; but ſhe ſaw only a great chair; 
with broken arms, that ſtood in one cor- 
ner of the room, and a table i in @'con- 


dition equally ſhattered, except that in 


another part lay a confuſed heap of 
things, which appeared to be old lum 


ber. She went up to it, and perceived 
a broken ene with ſome decayed 
, I "77 


- 


E A 


ff. 
remnants of furniture, covered with duſt 
and cobwebs, and which ſeemed, in- 
deed, as if they had not been moved for 


many years, Deſirous, however, of ex- 


amining farther, ſhe attempted to raiſe 
what appeared to have been part of the 
bedſtead, but it ſlipped from her hand, 

and, rolling to the floor, brought with 
tt · ſome of the remaining lumber.. Ade, 
line, ſtarted aſide and ſaved herſelf, and 
when the noiſe it made had eeaſed, ſhe 
heard a ſmall ruſtling ſound, and as ſhe 


woas about to leave the chamber, ſaw 


| yg felling "_ apy; the 
, - Tt was ga! roll of paper tied with 
aà ſtring and covered with duſt. Ade- 
UuVne took it up, and on opening it per- 
ceived an hand writing. She attempted 
to rad it, but+the part of the manuſcript 
ſhe looked at was fo. much obliterated, 
that ſhe found this difficult, though what 
few words were. legible impreſſed her 
with curioſity and terror, and induced 
* I 0,5 


"Is. * 


f 


ber to return with it irmmediately to her 
chamber. 
Having reiche | er own room, ſhe 
filtolied” the private door, and let the 
arras falle ver it as before. It wðas now 
midnight. The ſtillneſs of the hour, in- 
terrupted only at intervals by the hollow | 
ſighings of the biaſt, heightened the ſo- 
lemnit yoof Adeline $ feelings. She wiſhed 
the was not Alone; and before ſhe pro 
ceeeded to look into the manuſcript, liſ- 
tened whiether Madame La Motte was 
yet in her chamber: not the leaſt ſound 
145 heard, and ſhe getitly | opened the 
door! The profoutid filetce within al- 
moſt convinced her that no perſon was 
tere; but willing to be farther ſatisfied, 
_ ſhe brought the ligtit and found the room 
empty. The late neſs of the hour made 
her wonder that Madhme La Motte was 
not in her chamber, and ſhe proceeded 
to the top of the tower Raits, to chars 


Sree ro flirting. | Ks 


* bus 
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to be anxious 
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She heard. the ſound; of W e000 | 


: e and, amongſt the reſt, that of 
La Motte ſpeaking in his uſual tone. 


Being now ſatisfied that all was well, the 
| turned towards her room, when, ſhe heard 


| the Marquis pronounce her name; with 


very, unuſual emphaſis: She pauſed. : 1 


' «adore: her, purſued; ho, and by 


heaven! —He was, interrupted by La 
Motte, . My: L rd, remember your 


| 6 ; | 4 
promiſe. 1 BS 


061 0 


1 do,” replied the Marquis, 8 and 1 
« will abide by it. But we trifle... To- 


© morrow 1 will, decigre myſelf, and, I 


«ſhall then know both what MEG 
how. to ad.) Adeline trembleg, ſo 
exceſſvely, that ſhe could ſcarcely Give. 
yer berſelf: ſhe; wiſhed to xeturn.to her 
chamber f yet hg. 25 too, much inte- 
refied, in the words the bag heard, not 
: have, them more , fully 
cxplaingd.} Fhere. may 20 weg of 
filence, after which they. conyerſed. in a 
Aer tone. Adeli 0 1 remembered the 
hints. 


— 
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kinks of. Theodore, and determined, if 
poſſible to be relieved from the terrible 
ſuſpenſe ſhe now ſuffered. . She ſtole. 
ſoftly don a few ſteps that ſhe might. 
catch the accents of the ſpeakers; but 
they were ſo low, that ſhe could only 
now and then diſtinguiſn a few words. 
Her father, ſay you?“ ſaid tho Mar- 
quis. Les, my Lord, her father. L. 
„am well informed of what I tay.” 
Adeli ineſhuddered at the mention of a 
father; a new terror ſeized her, and with 
increaſing eagerneſs ſhe endeavoured to 
diſtinguiſh their words, but for ſome 
time found. this to be impoſſible. Here 
e is no time to be loft,” ſaid. the Mar- 
quis, to morrow chen.“ She heard 
La Mott: riſe, and, believing it was to 
leave the room, ſhe hurried up the ſieps, 
and having reached her chamber, ſunk 
almoſt lifeleſs 1 in a chair. | 

It was her father only of whom. the { 


' thought. She doubted not- that he hakt“ 


HER and Ns I her retreat, and, 
| =_—_. though 


— 


1 150 3; * 

: though this conduct appeared very in, 
conſiſtent witli his former behaviour in 
abandoning her to ſtrangers, her fears 


ſuggeſted that it would terminate in ſome 
new cruelty. She did not hefitate to 


pronounce this the danger of which The- 


odore had warned her; but it was im- 
poffible to ſurmiſe how: he had gained 


his knowledge of it, or how he had be- 


come ſufficiently acquainted with her 


ſtory, except through La Motte, her 
apparent friend and Protector, whom ſne 
was thus, though unwillingly, led to ſuſ- 


pect of treachery. Why, indeed, ſhould 


La Motte conceal from her only his 
knowledge of his father's intention, un- 
leſs he deſigned to deliver her into his 


hands? Yet it was long ere ſhe could 


bring herſelf to believe this concluſion 
j poſſible. To diſcover depravity i in thoſe 

whom we have loved, is one of the moſt 

_ exquifite tortures to a virtuous mind, and 
the conviction is often rejected before it 
is e finally admitted. | 


The 
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Thie words of Theodore, which told 
ber be was fearſul the was deceived, 
confirmed tts moſt painful apprehenſion 
of La Motte, with' andther yet more 
diftrefling, that Madame La Motte was 
alſo united againſt her. This thought 
for a moment ſubdued terror and leſt her 
only grief; ſhe wept bitterly, Is this 
« human nature?” cried ſhe. «Amt 
' + dbomed to find every body deceitful To 
An unexpected: diſcovery of vice in 
thoſe, whon we have admired, inclines es 
us to extend our cenſure of the indivi- | 
dual to the ſpecies; we henceforth « con- 
temn a PFATANCES, and too haſtily | con- 
clude that no perſon 1 18 to be tru fted. 
Adeline determined to ee herſelf 5 
at the feet of La Motte © on the following 5 
morning, and implore his pity and pro- 
tection. Her mind was now too much 
agitated, by her own. intereſts, to permit F 
her to examine the manuſcript, and ſhe. 
fat muſing in her chair, till ſhe heard the | 
ſteps of Madame Ia Motte, when ſhe 
No retired 


+ 


gw paſſed, two, days, of tort 


7 1 


quickly caught alarm, and ſhe had 


I eo ” . 

: aetirgd; to; bed. 1 Motte ſoon, after | 
came up to his chamber, and, Adeline, 

the mild, perſęeuted Adelinc, who had 


ani 


41 


cty, anq one night of terrific Aen. 
deayoured to comppſe her mind to ſleep. , 


n; the preſent. Kate of her ſpirits, ſhe Þ 


ſcarcely. fallen into a lumber, W ſhe 


of 


7 2 by, 105 5 and, ;PBGUAmon 


found « came e from the apartments below , 


. GOTH HH 
| Rt in a fewr minutes .there was a haſty | 


knockin | ng at the door, of La Motte 8 


13 che ine eee 21 } 
= amber. 
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Motte, EL had juſt fallen aſleep, 


as of calily, to be rouſed; but the 


En With ſuch "Folence, 


+ that Ade ine, extremely terrified, aroſe 
| and went to the door that opened from 
a her chamber into his, with a deſig n to 
| call him. She Was Ropped by 4 yoice 
of the Marquis, which ſhe x now clearly 
e at the outer door. Heeal- 
led 


[ zor ] 


led to La Motte to ariſe immediately, and 


Madame La Motte endeavoured at the 


ſame time to rouſe her huſband, who, at 


length, awoke in much alarm, and ſoon 


aſter, joining the Marquis, they went 
down ſtairs together. Adeline now dreſſed 


herſelf, as well as her trembling hands 


would permit, and went into the adjoin- 

* chamber, where ſhe found Madame 

La Motte nnn. if Ae and ter- 
rifle, | 


Was, therefore, neceſſary ſor him to ſet 
off for his chateau immediately, As he 


ſaid this, and deſired that his ſervants 


might be called, La Motte could not 


| help obſerving: the aſhy paleneſs of bis 
countenance, or expreſſing ſome appre-. 
henſion that his Lordſhip was ill. The 


; Marquis dia un. he was perfealy 


; well, 


The mad in hs mean W told 
Is Motte, with great agitation, that he 
recollected having appointed ſome per- 
ſons to meet him upon bufineſs of im- 
portance early in the morning, and it 


. 30 | 
5 hella. deſired that he might Tet 4 
immediately. Peter was now ordered 
| to call the other ſervants ; and the Mar- 
quis, having refuſed to take any refreſh- 
ment, bade La Motte a haſty adieu, and 
as ſoon as his * were "_ _ . 
the abbey. 
| LaMotte nasche * FOR IN mu- 

: fing on the abrupt departure of his gueſt, 
whoſe emotion appeared much too ſtrong 
to proceed from the cauſe aſſigned. He 

- appeaſed the anxiety of Madame La 
Motte, and at the fame time excited her 
forpriſe by acquainting her with the oo. 
caſion of the late difturbance. Adeline, 
who had retired from the chamber, on 
the approach of La Motte, locked out 
from her window on hearing the tram- 
pling of horſes. It was the Marquis and 
_ his peoplewho juſt then paſſedat alittle - 
"diſtance: Unable to diſtinguiſhwho the 
perſons were, ſhe was alarmed by obſerv- 
ing ſuch a party about the abbey. at tllat 


our, 7d calling to inform La Motte 
of 


an | 
of the circumſtance, was made aoyuaitit- 
ed with what had pafſed. TO 
At length ſhe retired to her bed, and 
her ſlumbers were this night undiflurbed 
by dreams. 
When ſhe aroſe in \ the morning, the 
obſerved La Motte walking alone in the 
avenue below, and ſhe haſtened to ſeize 
the opportunity which now offered of 
pleading her cauſe. She approached him 
with faultering ſteps, while the pale- 
neſs and timidity of her countenance 
diſcovered the diſorder of her mind, 
Her firſt words, without entering upon 
any explanation, implored his compaſ- 
ſion. La Motte ſtopped, and looking 
earneſtly in her face, inquired whether 
any part of his conduct towards her me- 
rited the ſuſpicion which her requeſt 1 im- 
plied. Adeline for a moment bluſhed 
that ſhe had doubted his integrity, but 
the words ſhe had overheard returned to 


BE | 


AT $6: -: 7 


her memory. = 


4 
i 


. 304 1 5 
PE 1. Your. behaviour, Sir,” aid ſhe, « 1 
10 acknowledge to have been kind and 
4, | generous,. beyond what I had a right 
« to expect, but and ſhe pauſed. She 
5 knew not how to mention what ſhe bluſh- , 
2 ed,to believe. La Motte continued to 
2 gage on her in filent expectation, and at 
TY length deſired ber to proceed and ex- 
| plain her meaning. She entreated that | 
he would protect her from her father. 
La Motte looked ſurpriſed and confuſed. 
* Your. father !” ſaid he.— 85 Les, Sir,” : 
replied Adeline, « I am not ignorant 
cc ak he bas diſcoyered my retreat. pe 
« have every thing. to dread from a pa- 
ce rent, who has treated me with ſuch | 
4 cruelty as you was witneſs of; ; and I 
« again implore that you. will fave me 2 
« from his hands.“ 1 | 
La Motte ſtood fixed | in thought, and 
1 1 5 continued her endeavours to in- 
tereſt his pit ty. cc What reaſon have you 
« to ſuppoſe, or rather, how have you 
« learned, that your father purſues you?“ 


„ 1 

The queſtion confuſed Adeline, who 
bluſhed to acknowledge that ſhe bad 
overheard his diſcourſe, and diſdained to 
invent, or utter a falſity : at length ſhe 
conſeſſed the truth. The countenance 
of La Motte inſtantly changed to a ſa- 
vage fiercenefs, and, ſharply rebuking 
her for a conduct, to which ſhe had been 
rather tempted. by-chance, than prompt- 
ell by deſign, he inquired what ſhe had 
overheard, that could ſo much alarm 
her. She faithfully repeated the ſub» 
| ſtance of the incoherent ſentences that 
bad met her ear; while ſhe ſpoke; 
he xegarded-: her with a fixed attention: 
And was this all you heard 2, Is, it 
8 tee cy theſe few words that you draw 
a poſitive concluſion? Examine 
9 en and you will find unn do not 
Conwy : + i Jas 
She now: perceived, what the! ol 
of her fears had not permitted her to ob- 
ſerve before, that the words, unconnect- 
edlx as the heard thom, imported little, 
4 1 4 and. 


* 


/ 
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and * her imagination had filled up 
the void in the ſentences, ſo as to ſuggeſt 
the evil apprehended. Notwithſtanding 
this, her fears were little abated. Your 
_ <-apprehenfions are, doubtleſs, now re- 
% moved,” reſumed" La Motte; *"but | 
«#0. give you 4 proof of the fiicerity 
*-which you have ventured to queſtion, 
4 J will tell you they were züſt. Tou 
{ſeem alarmed; and with reaſon. Your 
te father has diſcovered your refidenice, 
4e and has already demanded you. It is 
i trueʒ that from a motive of eoinpafſion 
$1 have refuſed to reſign you, but 1 

ec have neither authority to withhoh 
«ad nicks; 40 defend you. When he 
& comes to enforoe his demandy0yolt 
ee will perceive. this. Prepare! yourſelf, 
te therefore, ſor the evil, —_— erg 
ce is inevitable.“ N 
6 Adeline, for ſome time, 0 ſpeak 
ovdly by her tears. At length, with a 
_ fortitude which deſpair had rouſed, ſue 

_ faid,' #l : reſign. — to the will of 


burn : Hea- 
4 | 3 
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Heaven!“ La Motte gazed on then in 
filence, and a ſtrong emotion appeared 
on his countenance.  'He forbore, how- 
ever, to renew:the diſcourſe, and with- 
drew to the abbey, leaving Adeline 1 in 
the avenue abſorbed in grief. 
A ſummons to breakfaſt haſtened her 
Ne the parlour, where the paſſed the 
morning in converſation with Madame 
La Motte, to whom ſhe told all her ap- 
prehenſions, and expreſſed all her ſorrow! 
Pity and ſuperficial conſolation. were all 
that Madame La Motte could offer, 
though apparently much affected by 
Adeline's diſcourſe. Thus the hours 
paſſed heavily away, while the anxiety 
of Adeline continued to increaſe, and the 
moment of her fate ſeemed faſt approach- 
ing. Dinner was ſcarcely over, when 
Adeline was ſurpriſed to ſee the Mar- 
quis arrive. He entered the room with 
his uſual caſe, and apologiſing for tho 
difturbance he had. e on the 
r q 8 er 5 SIT: frre 


2 > 
* * 


4 © 
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8 night, Fepeated what he had 
| before told La Nette. 8 7 
The remembrance alhgdbnvertation = 
_ the had overheard, at firſt gave Adeline 


| ſome confuſion, and withdrew her mind | 
from a ſenſe of the evils to be appre- 


hended from her father. The Marquis, 


+ who was, as uſual, attentive to Adeline, 


ſeemed affected by her apparent indiſpo- 
ſition, and expreſſed much ooncern ſor 
that dejection of ſpirits, which, notwith- 
ſtanding every effort, her manner betray- 
ed. When Madame La Motte withdrew, | 
Adeline would have followed her, but 
the Marquis entreated a few moments. 
attention, and led her back to her ſeat, 
La Motte immediately diſappeared. © 


Adeline knew too well whatwould be 


me purport of the Marquis's: diſcourſe, 
and his words ſoon increaſed the confu- 


| | ton which her fears had occaſioned. 


While he. Was declaring the ardour of 
his paſſions in ſuch terms, as but too often 
E e 0 * finceri y, Ade- 

; | line, | 
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line, to whom. this declaration, if ho- 


nourable, was diftrefling, ; and if diſho- 
nourable, was ſhocking, interrupted him, 


and thanked him. for the offer of a 
diſtinction, which, with a modeſt, but | 
| determined air, ſhe ſaid ſhe muſt refuſe. 


She roſe to withdraw. Stay, too love- 


« ly Adeline!” faid he, « and if com- 


« * paſſion for my ſufferings will not inte- 
« reſt you in my favour, allow a conſi- 
cc deration of your own dangers to do 


4 ſo. Monſieur La Motte has informed 


«© me of your misfortunes, and of the 


« « evil that now threatens you; accept 
40 from me eee which he can- 


E © not afford.” | 
Adeline ed to move towards 


the door, when the Marguis threw him- 


ſelf at her feet, and ſeizing her hand, 
impreſſed it with kiſſes. She ſtrugged 
to diſengage herſelf. Hear me, 
1 charming Adeline | hear me,” cried 


the Marquis: | J exiſt but for you. 
« Liſten tomy intreatics, and my fortune | 
5555 1 — * ſhall. 


1 
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«ſhall he yah Do not ive me to 


I ACTHSS REY 


"be! deſpair by WJudged bur, or, | 

"ca ; uſe” th > 
0 My y Lord, in krrup ted e 
With an Yale of ineffable' ae 3250 and ail 
a 


© affe&in ng 1 fo balies eve his propo 1 honour- 
Able, te am Tenfible e of 1196 gener rofity « of 
5 your conduct, and alſo flatiere by the 
« diſtinction you offer me. I will, there- 


IT * fore; fay ſomething more MY ne- 


ee ceflary 1 to 4 bare expreſſion of the de- 


* 4 mial which mä continue tö give. LT 


e can not beſto my heart. "You cannot 
8 obtain more than my eſteem, to which, 
WS 6 indeed, nothing can ſo much Contri- 
e bute as forbearance from ay. fimilar 
& offers in future.” | (13 Sit 9%; Z 
She again ee to go, but the 
Mathis prevented her, and, after ſome _ 
5 Heſitation, agam urged” bis "ſuit, though 
in terms that would no longer allow her 
do miſunderſtand him. Tears ſvelled into 
hor; eyes, but ſhe endeavoured to check 
; them, e t a N in which grief 


and 


1 


and indignation ſcemed to ſtruggle for 
Pte-etmidence, The" aid, MV Lord, 
tis is unworthy of repl 7 let mepaſs.” | 


For à moment he was awed by the 


diguity of her manner, and be threw 

| e forgiveneſs. 4 
But ſhe waved: her hand in filence, and 
| hurried from the room. When ſhe 


69 4 <4 


himſelf at her feet to 


reached her chamher, the locked the 


door; and, finking into a chair; yielded to 
the ſorrow that preſſed at her heart. And 


it was not the leaſt of her ſorrow, to fuſ- 


pect that La Motte was unworthy of her 
confidence; for it was almoſt impoſſible 
that he could be ignorant" of the'real 
deſigns of the Marquis. Madame La 


Motte, ſhe believed, was impoſed upon 


by a ſpeeious pretence of honourable at- 
tachment; and tlius was ſhe ſpared the 


— 


pang which a deübt of her integrity 


would have adde. 


She threw a deleting dane upon the | 


proſpect around her. On one ſide was 
_ As, whoſe cruelty had already 
b 3 85 © been 


8 1 
— — — — 


4 
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7 "TREATY plainly. SON and on- 


the other, the Marquis purſuing ber with 


inſult and vicious paſſion, She reſolved 
to acquaint Madame La Motte with the 
purport of the late 


nverſation, and, in 
the hope of her rote ion and ſympathy, 
the wiped away her tears, and was leav- 


ing the. room juſt as Madame La Matte 


entered it. While Adeline related what 
had paffed, her friend wept, and appear- 


30 ed to ſuffer great agitation. She endea- 


voured to comſort her, and promiſed to 


| uſe her influence: in perſuading La Motte 


to prohibit the addreſſes of the Marquis. 
Nou know, my dear, added Ma- 


> dame, « that our preſent circumſtances. 
85 oblige us to preſerye terms with the 


« Marquis, and you will, therefore, ſuf- 


A fer as little reſentment to appear in 


your: manner towards him as poſſible; 
ce conduct yourſelf with your uſual eaſe 


1 in his preſence, and I doubt not this + 


cg affair will paſs over, Without ang 
& $4 2 folicitation.” 788 * 1 
eee, 


<< 


Cx 


ic 


T Eb 


« Ah, Madame! !” ſaid Adeline, cc how 


< hard is. the taſk you aſſign me! I en- 


treat you that I may never more be 
< < ſubjefted to the humiliation of being 


T in his preſence ; that, whenever he 


« viſits the abbey, I may be ſuffered to 


remain in my chamber.” 


| « This,” ſaid Madame La Motte, * I 
&« „ moſt readily conſent to, would 


our ſituation permit 4 it. But you well 
„know our aſylum in this abbey de- 
pends upon the good · will of the Mar- 
quis, which we muſt not wantonly 
© loſe; and ſurely ſuch a conduct as 
< you propoſe would endanger this. Let 
< us uſe milder meaſures, and we. ſhall 
© preſerve his friendſhip,- without ſub- 


* jeting you to any ſerious evil, Ap- 


<« pear with your uſual complaiſance; ; 
« the taſk i is not 8 difficult as you ima- 


CC gine.” 


Adeline: fighed, = Fi obey you, Ma- ; 
dame, ſaid ſhe; * it is my duty to do 
«* ſo; but I may be pardoned for Taxing 
Vor. „„ öͤð7ĩé1½ 0 « —it 
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* — — —it is with extrems reluctance.“ Ma. 
dame La Motte promiſed to go imme- 


diately to her huſband; and Adeline de- 


parted, though not convinced of her 


ſiaſety, yet ſomewhat more at eaſe. 


She ſoon after ſaw the Marquis de- 


part, and, as there now appeared to be 


no obſtacle to the return of Madame La 
Maiotte, ſhe expected her with extreme 


impatience. After thus waiting near an 


hour in her chamber, ſhe was at length 
ſummoned to the parlour, and there 


found Monfieur La Motte alone. He 


aroſe upon her entrance, and for ſome 
minutes paced the room in filence. He 
then ſeated himſelf, and addreſſed her: 


«.What you have mentioned to Madame 
% La Motte,” ſaid he, would give 


me much concern, did I conſider the 


ec behaviour of the Marquis in a light fo 


-S ſerious as ſhe does. I know that 


— 


young ladies are apt to miſconſtrue 
et the unmeaning gallantry of faſhion-. 


66 able manners: * ous Adeline, can 


4 never 


066+ * | 
& never be too cautious in diſtinguiſh- it 
ing between a levity of this kind, and | 

e a more ſerious addreſs.” 

Adeline was ſurpriſed and offended 
that La Motte ſhould think fo lightly _ 1 
both of her underſtanding and diſpoſi- i! 

tion as his ſpeech implied. © Is it poſ- Il 
« fible, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, © that you have | | 
© been appriſed of the * s con- 1 
7 duct Tac ho 

„It is very poſſible, and very cer- 

6 tain,” replied La Moite, with ſome 
aſperity; © and very poſſible, alſo, that 1 

4 may ſee this affair with a judgment 
© leſs diſcoloured by prejudice than you , 
« do. But; however, I ſhall not diſ. 
“ pute this point. I ſhall only requeſt, 
* that, ſince you are acquainted. with 
* the emergency of my circumſtances, 
“you will conform to them, and not, 
e by an ill- timed reſentment, expoſe me 
* to the enmity of the Marquis. He is 
* now my friend, and it is neceſſary to 
N * ſafety that he ſhould continue 

O02 . 
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fans L gn6: |. | 
e ſuch; but if J ſuffer any part of my 
Le family to treat him with rudeneſs, 1 


© muſt expect to ſee him my enemy. 
. Lou may ſurely treat him with com- 
plaiſance.“ Adeline thought the term 
rudeneſs a harſh one, as La Motte applied 
it; but ſhe forbore from any expreſſion 


of diſpleaſure. I could have wiſhed, 
Sir,“ faid ſhe, © for the privilege of 


_ © retiring whenever the Marquis appeat- 
ed; but ſince you believe this conduct 
' & would affect your intereſt, 1 e to 


& ſubmit.” 

«This x prudence wb goodwill de- 
« Tight me,” ld La Motte, * and fince 
*« you wiſh to ſerve me, know that you 
« cannot more effeQually do it, than by 

treating the Marquis as a friend.” The 

word friend, as it ſtood connected with 
the Marquis, ſounded diſſonantly to 
Adeline's ear; ſhe heſitated and looked 
at Ia Motte. As your friend, Sir,” 
faid ſhe, ec I will endeavour to treat 
him as mine, ſhe would have added, but 


"the 


3 
ſhe found it impoſſible to finiſh the ſen- 
tence. 
from the power of her father. 

What protection I can afford is 


6 f your s, ſaid La Motte, © but you know ; 
* how deſtitute I am both of the right 


60 and the means of refiſting him, and 
« alſo how much I require protection 
« myſelf... Since he has diſcovered your 
« retreat, he is. probably not ignorant of 
the circumſtances which detain me 
« here, and if I oppoſe him, he may 


cc betray me to the officers of the law, 


« as the ſureſt method of obtaining poſ- 


« ſeſſion of you. We are encompaſſed 
25 with dangers,” continued La Motte; 


« would I could ſee any method of ex- 
8 tricating ourſelyes ! . 
„Quit this abbey,” | 


«and from the perſecution you dread. 
4 e me for thus offering advice, 
03 #7. 6c which 


She entreated his protection 


faid Adelihe. 1 
2» and, ſeek an aſylum i in Switzerland 8 
Germany; you will then be freed 

« from fartherobligations tothe Marquis, | 
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« which is "certainly, in ſome degree, 

e prompted by a ſenſeof my own ſafety, 

A4 but which, at the ſame time, ſeems 

4 to afford the cy means * _—_— 

« yours,” | 
« Your plan is reafonable,” ſaid fo 
Motte, had 1 money to execute it. 
As it is, I muſt be contented to remain 
6 here, as little known as poſſible, and 
 *qdefending myſelf by making thoſe who 
* know me my friends. Chiefly I muſt 

« endeavout to preſerve the favour of 
„the Marquis. He may do much, 
© « ſhould your father even adopt deſpe- 
„ rate meafures. But why do 1 talk 
* thus? Your father may ere this have 

5 commenced theſe meaſures, and the 
Al effects of his vengeance may now be 

4 8 & hanging over my head. My tegard | 
40 for vou, Adeline, has expoſed ; me to 
TH tc this ; had 1 reſigned y you to bis Will, 1 

« eule have remained ſecure. “ 
Adeline was ſo much affected by! this 

1 wiſlnce of Ls Motte's mts 

„ ſhe 
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ſhe could not doubt, that ſhe was unable 


to expreſs her ſenſe of it. When the 
could ſpeak, ſhe uttered her gratitude in 


the moſt lively terms. Are you fin- 


« cere in theſe expreſſions . ſaid, La 


Motte. 


« Is it poſſible Sms be nfs he: 
te cere ?”” replied Adeline, weeping at 


the ſuggeſtion of ingratitude. . Senti- 


* ments are eaſily pronounced,“ ſaid La 
Motte, though they may have no 


* connection with the heart; I believe 
them to be ſincere ſo far only as _ 


* influence our aGions,” „ 
| What mean you, Sir?“ id Ade | 


line, with furpriſe. 


I mean to inquire, hath. i; we 


« opportunity ſhould ever offer of thus 
« proving. your gratitude, you would ad- 


cs here to your ſentiments? . 
Name one that Libouldrefuſe,” fad 


Z Adeline with energy. 


If, for inſtance, the Marquis ſhould 


« * henealter pro's ſerious paſſion for 


6.1; ; N | 15 | 5 7 80 you, by 
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you, . you his hand, wouldno 
« petty reſentment, no lurking prepoſſeſ- 
_ © fion for ſome more happy * aur 
5 you tocrefale/ it?! N 
Adeline bluſhed and fixed her. eyes on 
the ground. You have, indeed, Sir, 
named the only means I ſhould reject 
« of evincing my ſincerity. The Mar- 
| © quis I can never love, nor, to ſpeak 
< ſincerely, ever eſteem. I confeſs the 
peace of one's whole life is too, much 
« to ſacrifice, even to gratitude.— La 


. Motte looked diſpleaſed. "Tis as IL 


« thought,” ſaid he; << theſe. delicate 
<«ſentiments:make a fine appearance in 
Hh ſpeech, and render the perſon who 
4 utters them infinitely amiable : but 
86 bring them to the teſt of action, and 
« they diffolve into air, ne 1185 me | 
e wreck of vanity behind. 
This unjuſt farcaline 4 60 todrs o 
Co eyes. Since your ſafety, Sir, de- 


7; „ pends upon my conduct, faid ſhe, 


20 "reſign me tomy father. I am willing 
To) «to 


1 
eto return to him, ſince my ſtay here 
« muſt involve you in new misfortunes. 
Let me not prove myſelf unworthy of 
the protection J have hitherto experi- 
<« enced, by preferring my own welfare 
to your's. When Iam gone you will 
have no reaſon to apprehend the Mar- 
« quis's diſpleaſure, which you may pro- 
e bably incur if I ſtay here: for I feel it 
„ impoſſible that I could ever conſent 
« to receive his addreſſes, however | 


© honourable were his views.” 
La Motte ſeemed hurt and alarmed. 


ee This muſt not be,” ſaid he; © let us 


ec not harraſs ourfelves by ftating poſſible 
«evils, and then, to avoid them, fly to 
« thoſe which are certain. No, Ade- 
line, though you are ready to ſacrifice 
« yourſelf to my ſafety, I will not ſuffer 
4 you to do ſo. I will not yield you to 

e your father, but upon compulſion. Be 

« ſatisfied, therefore, upon this point. 
The only return I aſk, is a civil de- 


£6 * portment towards t the Marquis.” 
„ ; I will 


— — 


—_ 


aid Adeline. Madame La Motte now 


ceaſed. Adeline paſſed that evening in 
melancholy thoughts, and retited, as 
ſoon as poſlible, to her chambet, eager 
to ſeek in ſleep a refuge for ſorrow. 


— 
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e will endeavour to. obey. you, Sir,“ 


entered the room, and this converſation 
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JOAN! a Novel, by MATIIDA FIT Zz IoRN, 4 vols, 
14s ſewed. ww „ 

« This elegant Novel holds out a leſſon the moſt im- 
portant to the young and unthinking the embarraſſ- 
ment of Lambert Byram, ariſing from 8 
himſelf into marriage at a very early age with the orphan 
JoaN, and the anguiſh of . from his ingra· 
titude and guilt towards her, are finely and naturally 
drawn—the ſtrength and ſenſe of the fable are uniformly 


preſerved ; and, with much good-will, and high recom- 


mendation, we preſent the captivating Joan, with her 
innocence, her rectitude, and her ſorrows, as a fit com- 
panion for a town drawing room, or a garden alcove.” 

: Monthly Mirror, Sep. 1796. 


MARIA, or the VICARAGE, 2 vols. 6s ſewed. 


„The chief merit of this novel conſiſts in the excel- . 


lence of the ſentiment, and the ſingular elegance and 
correctneſs of the diction; it bears the ſignatures of a 


mind converſant in claſſic literature and moral ſcience: 


The reader will be much pleaſed with the little epiſide 5 


of Madame de St. Pierre“? 5 


Analytical Review, March, 1796. 


* SELIMA, of the VILLAGE TALE, à Novel, by 
the Authorets of Fanny; 6 vols. 12mo. 18s ſew 


„This ſeries of letters is written with a ſpirit and viva- 
city that ſeparates them from the common claſs of noyels. 
The volumes have ane excellence which we wiſh was more 
general; they invariably recommend the practice of vir! 

5 both by precept and example, a firm 


tue, and incu 


reliance on Providence, Monthly Renew. | 


. Becks publiſhad by Epokhan & Carpenter. | 
"WOODLAND COTTAGFs 8 Novel i 2 vols. 2 


As the wakefyl bird 9 
SR. Sings 8 EY in eh covert hid A 
* 

| 


tf « Woodland Cottage is not * 8 every- ry-day 
_ / writer—the incidents are numerous, put nat compl 

© the ſituations are natural, and rivet attention; and the 

llaughadble winding up of — — of the Caſtle,” 

Form an admirable burleſ 8 nt re- 

13 Citals, penned by certain blenders of the maryellous of 

| * old remancevith the nonſenſical no thingy of the modern 
novel. 4 RO Monthly Mirror, Sept. 1796. - 


| 
- - - ADDRESS to a YOUNG! LADY; on her entrance 


% 


Into the World; 2 vols. boards rd 11 


'SAVILLEN's ELKGIES, 100 ; POEMS, anitpon by 
Gentleman, A. B, Te Nd 4 1 niverſi ity 0 f Cambridge; 
F printed on à ſuperfins vellu I Papers, hot-pref- 
embelliſhed with Ix. N en de. The 
 Frontiſpiece is a vie of Harrow :- Schoc _ Crown 8 vo, 
F 7 8 6d boards. J ; 
Ba ** Savillon is a principal « hare in the admired and pathetic 
„ | work of Iulia de 88 en k the. ſtory of hich much of mu 
& eee : 1 il 9 


| ' SAPPHO and PHAO ſeries of le: itimate Son- 
* nets, With Thoughts ON ina f Subjects, _ Anec- 
| pf the Grecian Poeteſs, by Mary: Robinſon, | 


| 1 ANGELINA, a x Novel, vr fame Author; 3 rol | 


_ 


| Second edi lition 
| -The erk LOVER, |; A Tr gedy, NE bay. 
A | by the fame Author. A n A . rag g * : 


Pn, el. The” a Nove] by th ſame Autho ; 2yolks 
| 
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